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Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

How Many Times We Are To Forgive Others
Matthew Chapter 18:21-35

In this chapter we have the formula for forgiveness, and based on Peter’s question: “How often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Till seven time? Once again Peter serves as the spokesperson for the disciples and gives what he imagines to be a very generous answer to his own question. Seven times. 
However, based on what Jesus does say, we should forgive anyone seventy times seven, that is, four hundred and ninety times. Should we forgive our brother this many times in a year, in a month, in a week, or in one day?
The number is not to be taken literally. The point is that Christians have no right to place any limit on forgiveness. God Almighty has forgiven us and will forgive us an unlimited number of times. We are commanded to forgive those who have sinned against us just as many times as God Almighty has forgiven us.
Why Christians may not set limits to forgiveness is illustrated by the parable of the merciless steward. This parable puts in story form the second “we petition” of the Lord’s Prayer: “And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us (Matthew 6:9-13). In other words, God Almighty willingness to forgive us depends on our willingness to forgive other.

23-26. The basic teaching of this illustration by Jesus Christ is the absolute necessity of forgiveness. The unmerciful debtor owed the king a great sum of money, ten thousand talents which in today’s money is worth three billion eight hundred and forty million dollars, and this debt was forgiven him. This man refused to forgive a fellow servant’s debt, which was insignificant when compared to the debt the king had forgiven him. He unmercifully pressed for payment and jailed the man who owed him this small sum.

The actions of the king in the parable indicate that he is to be identified with God Almighty. He demands a reckoning, is approached as Lord, and shows great mercy in writing off the huge debt.  Yet the merciless servant failed to learn from the example of the king, and his cruelty toward the other servant results in the revocation of his own forgiveness.
27-34.The lesson here is plain; we have been forgiven our sins, which is the heaviest of all debts. Therefore, we should forgive others, whose debts,are small by comparison. Again, this servant was forgiven ten thousand talents, this is hyperbole or astronomical for effect. 
The sum of money involved was unimaginable: it could never be repaid. So is the debt of the sinner to God Almighty, yet God Almighty is able to forgive the person who is most indebted to him. Then the most indebted, forgiven sinner should have mercy on anyonewho owed him a token debt, especially when balanced against his own incalculable one.
The story warns us that the forgiveness granted to us by God Almighty will be revoked unless we are willing to forgive others. The unforgiving are excludedfrom God Almighty’s mercy. Those who wish to receive God Almighty’s mercy must show mercy toward others, not just toward fellow believers.

In a previous message one of the suggestions in the food for thought was for you tothink back, or take inventory of your heart if you have forgiven everyone that has trespassed against you. In Matthew chapter 6:14-15, Jesus gives a startling warning about forgiveness: “If we refuse to forgive others, God Almighty will also refuse to forgive us. If you ask why? Because when we don’t forgive others, we are denying our common ground as sinners in need of God Almighty’s forgiveness. 

God Almighty’s forgiveness of sin is not the direct result of our forgiving others, but it is based on our realizing what forgiveness means (Ephesians 4:32).  It is easy to ask God Almighty for forgiveness but difficult to grant it to others. Whenever we ask God Almighty to forgive us for sin, we should ask ourselves, “Have I forgiven the people who have wronged me?”
In the Old Testament times, serious consequences awaited those who could not pay their debts. A person lending money could seize the borrower who couldn’t pay him back and force him or his family to work until the debt was paid. The debtor could also be thrown into prison, or his family could be sold into slavery to help pay off the debt. It was hoped that the debtor, while in prison, would sell off his landholders or that relatives would pay the debt. If not, the debtor could remain in prison for life. Now you know why God Almighty had to send His Son to come and stop all that nonsense and cruelty to abolish that system.
35. Understand this, that because God Almighty has forgiven all our sins, we should not withhold forgiveness from others. Realizing how completely Jesus Christ has forgiven us should produce a free generous attitude of forgiveness toward others. When we don’t forgive others, we are setting ourselves above Jesus Christ’s law of love.
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