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By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

God’s Judgment on Sinners and Rewards for the Righteous
Malachi Chapter 3

 “Behold I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his Temple, even the messenger of the covenant, who ye delight in: behold, he shall come; who, you think, has forsaken the earth, and you know not what has become of him (Ezekiel 9:9). The Messiah has been long called he that should come, and you may assure yourselves that now shortly he will come.  He is the Lord, the basis and foundation on which the world is founded and fastened, the ruler and governor of all, that one Lord over all (Acts. 10:36 ), that has all power committed to him (Matthew 28:18), and is to reign over the house of Israel forever” (Luke 1:33),” saith the Lord of Hosts. This prophecy begins with God’s promises of the coming of the Messiah and his forerunner. There are two messengers in the beginning verse. The first is usually understood to be John the Baptist (Isaiah 40:3). The second is Jesus, the Messiah, for whom both Malachi and John the Baptist prepared the way. He will be a comfort to the afflicted who trust in him and a terror to the evildoers who shall be judged and rewarded properly for their transgressions. 

How will he accomplish his task? “And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver.” That is, to the trial which his coming would make of the people of the earth. He shall be like a refiner’s fire, which separates between the gold and the dross by melting the ore, or like fuller’s soap, which with much rubbing fetches the spots out of the cloth. Jesus came to discover people, that the thoughts of many hearts might be revealed (Luke 2:35), to distinguish men and women, to separate between the precious and the vile, for his fan is  in his hand (Matthew 3:12), to blow away the chaff from the wheat, to send fire on the earth, not peace, but rather division (Luke 12:49, 51), to shake heaven and earth, that the wicked might be shaken out (Job. 38:13) and that the things which cannot be shaken might remain, (Hebrews 12:27). 
Now let’s see what the effect of the trial will be that shall be made by the gospel. The gospel shall work good upon those that are disposed to be good; to them it shall be a savor of life unto life: He shall sit as a refiner. Jesus Christ by his gospel shall purify and reform his Congregation, and by his Spirit working with it shall regenerate and cleanse particular souls; for to this end he gave himself for the Congregation of the Lord, that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the Word--Himself (Ephesians 5:26; John 15:3) and purify to himself a peculiar people, (Titus 2:14). Jesus Christ is the great refiner.  For example, in the process of refining metals, the raw metal is heated with fire until it melts. The impurities separate from it and rise to the surface. They are then skimmed off, leaving the pure metal. Without this heating and melting, there could be no purifying. As the impurities are skimmed off the top, the reflection of the worker appears in the smooth, pure surface. As we are purified by God, his reflection in our lives will become more and more clear to those around us. God says that leaders and his ministers should be especially open to his purification process in their lives.

God does not change and his promises are immutable; for this reason the people have done all those things we read in verses 5 through 8, and still remain, not wiped out; because of his promises to Abraham. Among the people are sorcerers, adulterers, false swearers, oppressors of employees in wages, the widows, the fatherless and strangers from their rights, and majority of them no longer feared the LORD. Here we see that even the redeemed have no claim to the mercy of God, and they could also be consumed as the wicked. But the God of grace and compassion has redeemed his people and will keep them for himself. Because through the merits of the Messiah the person of Jesus Christ, God can declare righteous those who are worthy of death but who turn to him for help. Salvation is by grace and grace alone.

Tithing, that is, giving God a tenth of one’s income, was established in his commandment and was deeply ingrained in the Hebrew tradition. But tithing existed long before the time of Moses; example, Abraham the Hebrew paid tithes to Melchizedek (Genesis 14:20). Prophet Malachi’s prophecy insists that to fail to tithe is to rob God of what rightfully belongs to him. And as a result, the divine blessing is withheld from those who refuse to give God his due.  Some have said that tithing is not commanded in the New Testament as a legal requirement. But Jesus said that he did not come to destroy the law, and that not one iota of the law shall fall to the ground (Matthew 5: 17-19). Therefore, Christians under grace in the name of Jesus who came to fulfill the law ought to do more tithing than those under the law. Tithing is outward sign of an inward commitment that all one has belongs to God, who is entitled to a return on the divine investment in any individual (1 Corinthians 16:2). Therefore, Malachi urged the people to stop holding back their tithes, to stop keeping from God what he deserved. The Levites received some of the tithe because they could not possess land of their own (Numbers 18:20, 21). During the time Malachi wrote this prophecy, the people were not giving tithes, so the Levites went to work to earn a living thereby neglecting their God-given responsibilities to care for the Temple and worship for the well being of the people. 
Everything we have is from God, so when we refuse to return to him a part of what he has given, we rob him. We should not selfishly want to keep 100 percent of what God gives, and not willing to return at least 10 percent for advancing God’s Kingdom. If you are not paying your tithe you are like those Israelites who had the nerve to say they never disobeyed God, “Where shall we return?”! What have we done amiss?’’ The prophet soon tells them of the high charge against them in God’s name. They stand indicted for robbery, for sacrilege, the worst of robberies: You have robbed me. He expostulates with them upon it: Will a man be so daringly impudent as to rob God? Man, who is a weak creature, and cannot contend with God’s power, will he think to rob him forcibly? Man, who lies open to God’s knowledge, and cannot conceal himself from that, will he think to rob him privily? Man, who depends upon God, and derives his all from him, will he rob him that is his benefactor? This is ungrateful, unjust, and unkind, indeed; and it is very unwise thus to provoke him from whom our judgment proceeds.  Will a man do violence to God? If we may say so. Will a man stint or straiten him? If we may say it that way. If you are not paying your tithe, you are in the same standing as the Israelites who God indicted for robbery. Have you given it a thought may be that is why you appear to be stagnant in everything you are trying to do. No blessing from God to one who pays no tithes.
Robbing God is a heinous crime.  The people’s high challenge in answer to that charge: But you say, "Wherein have we robbed thee?" They plead Not guilty, and put God upon the proof of it. Robbing God is such a heinous crime that even in our day those who are guilty of it are not willing to admit themselves guilty. This is a dangerous thing to do. You rob God, and know not what you do. You rob him of his honor, rob him of that which is devoted to him, to be employed in his service, rob him of yourself, rob him of Sabbath-time, rob him of that which is given for the support of the Gospel, and give him not his dues out of your estates; and yet you dare ask, “Wherein have I robbed thee?” The plain proof of the charge is in answer to this challenge; you have been robbing God in tithes and offerings. 
Out of tithes the priests and Levites had maintenance for themselves and their families; today it is the Lord’s true ministers  of the Gospel, but like the Israelites of Malachi’s day, you chose withhold paying your tithes that the Gospel may be preached, you defraud the workers of Jesus Christ of them, and would not pay your tithes, or not in full, or not of the best; the Israelites brought not the offerings which God required, or brought the torn, and lame, and sick, which were not fit for use. You are guilty as they were all guilty of this sin, even the whole nation, as if they were in confederacy against God, and all combined to rob him of his dues and to stand by one another in it when they had done it. For this they were cursed with a curse. God punished them with famine and scarcity, through unseasonable weather, or insects that ate up the fruits of the earth. God had thus punished them for neglecting to build the temple (Haggai 1:10, 11), and now for not maintaining the temple-service by paying their tithes for the maintenance of those who kept the Temple worship and interceded on behalf of the people’s well being.
Those that deny God his part of their estates may justly expect a curse upon their own part of them: "You are cursed with a curse for robbing me, and yet you go on to do it.’’ It is a great aggravation of sin when people persist in it notwithstanding the rebukes of Providence who see all things. It should seem, because God had punished them with scarcity of bread because of their sin, that they turned to robbing him in tithes and offeriings, being impoverished, they think they have a reason not to bring their tithes and offerings, but must save them, that they might have bread for their families. It argues great perverseness in sin when people make those afflictions excuses for sin which are sent to part between them and their sins. When they had but little they should have done the more good with that little, and that would have been the way to make it more; but it hurts the patient when that which should cure the disease serves only to palliate it, and prevent its being looked into. There are many in the world today who have turned their backs not only on giving their tithes for the work of God, but have refused to admit their sin. These while still in their sins have said that if God wants them to pay their tithes, he should first bless them. But they got it all wrong, because an unrepentant heart cannot attract God’s blessing. Please do not follow their example; for God is willing to return to you if you are willing to return to him. Call to Jesus today and he will save you and give you eternal life (1John 5:13; Titus 1:2).
Among those who claim to believe and trust in God, you will find those who have always wondered what profit is it that they should observe only God’s ordnances. The implication of this is plain and simple. They argue that if they cannot expect to get anything from serving God, why then serve him? This was the attitude of the Sadducees in Jesus day, who denied the resurrection. My friends if your line of thought is of such, then you are definitely a Sadducee at heart who would only worship God for money and material wealth. The Sadducees argued that if there is no resurrection of the dead, and no heaven or hell, why should they serve only God in this life? Again, if obedience to the commandments of God yields nothing by way of commendation or reward, they say, it is a waste of time. While we are not saved by obeying commandments, for obedience is not meritorious, and yet obedience that follows justification and regeneration is pleasing in the sight of our God who has redeemed us and is rewarded at the believer’s judgment.
The people of Malachi’s day ignored God’s command to give a tithe of their income to his Temple. They may have feared losing what they had worked so hard to get, but in this they misjudged God. “Give, and it shall be given unto you” good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall people give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again” he says (Luke 6:38). When you give, you must remember that the blessings God promises are not always material and may not be experienced completely here on earth, but you will certainly receive them in your future life with him. In other words, when you give for the purpose of turning others to righteousness, you are considered wise, and you will shine as the star forever and ever in the Kingdom of God (Daniel 12:3). God must be served in the first place, and our quota must be contributed for the support of the house of God in the place where we live, that God’s name may be sanctified, and his kingdom may come, and his will be done, even before we provide our daily bread; for the interests of our souls ought to be preferred before those of our bodies. Let us then trust God to provide for us and our comfort. Let God be first served, “and then prove me herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, whether I will not open the windows of heaven.’’ They said, "Let God give us our plenty again, as formerly, and try us whether we will not then bring him his tithes and offerings, as we did formerly.’’ "No,’’ says God, "you first bring in all your tithes as they become due, and all the arrears of what is past, and try me, whether I will not then restore you your plenty.’’  Those that will deal with God must deal upon trust; and we may all venture to do so, for, though many have been losers for him, never any were losers by him in the end. It is fit that we should venture first, for his reward is with him, but his work is before him; we must first do the work which is our part, and then try him and trust him for the reward.
In verses 13 to 15 Malachi describes the people’s arrogant attitude toward God. When you ask, “What good does it do to worship God?”  You are really asking. “What good does it do for me? Your focus is selfish. Your real question should be, “What good does it do for God? We must worship God just because he is God and deserves to be worshipped; not because he gives you money and materials things. God remembers those who remain faithful to him, and who love, fear, honor, and respect him.  God’s people are called jewels. A jewel is made from raw material that is exposed to time, heat, and pressure to change it into a valuable gemstone. The stone must then be cut in order for its real beauty. A craftsman takes a stone and puts it into just the right setting to display its beauty. Are you willing to allow God to make you a jewel? If your answer is yes, ask him to chip and polish where needed; and be patient while he works. Be sure you are ready to change, because when God begins to make a jewel, he does not stop until it is perfect.

In this life it is often difficult to distinguish between the saved and the lost; the good and the bad. Appearances are deceptive and evil men and women oftentimes look more like saints than the saints do. However, at the judgment before the throne of Jesus Christ, it will be very easy to discern between the righteous and the wicked; for then every man’s and woman’s character will be both perfected and perfectly discovered, every man and every woman will then appear in his or her true colors, and his or her disguises will be taken off. The day of the Lord is coming soon, that is, the great and terrible day of the Lord when the wicked will be identified and their eternal estate will be determined. It is a day of wrath for them; the devouring fire will consume them for their non-repentance.
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