Sabbath Day Sermon of June 27th, 2020.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Saints Individual Responsibility

Ephesians Chapter 4: [12]
In this chapter believers in Jesus Christ are exhorted to lead lives worthy of their Christian calling. To be a Christian is a vocation. This word was first used in Christianity. The word vocation has its root from Latin vocātiō, meaning 'a call, summons'. It is an occupation to which a person is especially drawn or for which they are suited, trained, or qualified. Though now the word vocation is often used in non-Christian contexts, the meanings of the term originated in Christianity. Here we have a whole series of “one formulas” introduced to further describe the components of the Christian calling: one body, one Spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God Almighty. 

4-7. God Almighty is the Father of all, especially of those who believe and obey Him. There are also those of the all who do not believe nor obey Him and these are described in Hebrews chapter 12:6-8. These do not appreciate the discipline of the Lord, and will not accept it gracefully as the appropriate response toward a loving Father.
To be a Christian is a vocation to which God Almighty has chosen us to be Jesus Christ’s representatives on earth. In light of this truth, Paul challenges us to live worthy of the name “Christian,” meaning Jesus Christ’s One or Jesus Person.” This includes being humble, gentle, patient, understanding, and graceful. People are watching your life. Can they see Jesus Christ in you? If we may ask, “How well are you doing as His representative?”Of course, it is true that no one is ever going to be perfect here on earth, so we must accept and love other Christians in spite of their faults. Rather than dwelling on that brother’s or sister’s weaknesses, or looking for faults, pray for that person. Then do even more, spend time together and see if you can learn to love the brother or sister in Jesus Christ.

Unity is one of the Holy Spirit’s important roles. He leads, but we have to be willing to be led. We do that by focusing on God Almighty, not on ourselves. All believers in Jesus Christ belong to one body, all are united under one head, who is Jesus Christ Himself (1 Corinthians 12:12-27).  Each believer has God Almighty’s given abilities that can strengthen the whole body. Your special ability may seem small or large, but it is yours to use in God Almighty’s service. My friends, it is about time you ask God Almighty to use your unique gifts to contribute to the strength and health of the body of believers in Jesus Christ.

8-11. God Almighty is above all, and any view of Him that violates either his transcendence or his immanence is not a true picture of Him.  We read in Psalm 68:18 as God Almighty is pictured as a conqueror marching to the gates and taking tribute from the fallen city. Paul uses that picture to teach that, in his crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus was victorious over Satan. When Jesus Christ ascended to heaven, he gave gifts to the Church, some of which Paul discusses in verses 7-13. By arguing that “ascent” requires a previous “descent” Paul seeks to show that the passage really refers to someone other than Moses. 
The descent into the lower regions of the earth refers to Jesus Christ’s victory over the realm of the dead (1Peter 3:19), which prepared the way of His ascent high above the heavens as the cosmic conqueror to fill all. Thus, he is the source of gifts in His Church.The scene in Revelation 5:9-13 shows that only the Lamb, Jesus Christ, is worthy to open the scroll, that is, the events of history. Jesus, not Satan, holds the future. Jesus Christ is in control, and He alone is worthy to set in motion the events of the last days of history.
It must have been hard for Satan aka Lucifer to confess Jesus as LORD; he *had no choice but to confess Him as every creature which is in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, and as such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, with a loud voice confessed saying: “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing, be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.

It is Jesus Christ who has given the leaders of the Church. Our oneness in Jesus Christ does not destroy our individuality. The Holy Spirit has given each Christian special gifts for building up the Church. Now that we have these gifts, it is crucial to use them. God Almighty’s plan of operation in the Church, namely, that each saint is expected to be engaged in some form of Christian service as God Almighty may lead, for it puts the entire responsibility of proclaiming the Word of God Almighty upon the shoulders of the gifted men who are God Almighty’s gift to the Church, purposefully, for the perfecting of the saints and equipping them in the Word for the work of the minister.

The men to whom God Almighty has given special gifts for ministering in the Word as given in verse eleven are, apostles, prophets, evangelists, and teaching pastors. Examining the two words, pastors and teachers, the construction in the Greek does not allow us to speak of pastors and teachers as two individuals here. The two designations refer to a pastor who has also the gift of teaching. The two gifts go together in the divine economy, and it therefore follows that a God Almighty-called pastor is to exercise a didactic ministry, which is, to teach and interpret the mind of Jesus Christ for His people.
 That is, his chief business will be to teach the Word of God. His is a ministry of explaining in simple terms what the Word of God Almighty means. The word ‘pastor” is from a Greek word which means “a shepherd.” The illustration is evident. The pastor is to bear the same relationship by the people to whom he ministers, that a shepherd does to his flock sheep. The Bible makes no provision for a shepherdess.
12-24. Our verse 12 tells us that with the gifts comes the enormous responsibility God Almighty has given to His Church, to make disciples in every nation for the perfecting of the saints. [1] Here we find that the word “perfecting” `is not from Greek word which refers to spiritual maturity, but from one that has the idea of equipping someone or something so that it might serve the purpose or do the work for which it was brought into being. This involves preaching, teaching, healing, nurturing, giving, administering, building, and many other tasks. We also observe that in our time the English word “ministry” has changed its meaning. 
Today when we speak of the ministry, we usually have in mind the regularly ordained clergymen of the Church. The word has no such meaning here. The Greek word from which it is translated comes by transliteration into our language in the word “deacon,” and when translated, it means “one who serves.”  Therefore, the full translation is as follows: “And He Himself gave the apostles, and the prophets, and the evangelists, and the teaching pastors, for the equipping of the saints for ministering work, resulting in the building up of the Body of Jesus Christ.
Based on this translation of the word ministry, we see that the pastor of a true Church for instance, is a specialist. His work is to teach the Word to the saints, and to train them in the art of winning souls and of teaching and preaching the Word. In other words, each Church or Christian ministering body should be a miniature Bible Institute, a training station from which saints go out to spread the Gospel. The pastor thus multiplies himself. He has a ministry to the unsaved, that of preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ to them, and of winning them to a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

But his chief work is to equip the saints to do that work. Since the pastor must specialize in the work of training the saints, it follows that he cannot spend his time and energy upon a thousand and one things in the work of the Church which should be done by its members. It is a wise pastor that puts people to work and holds himself to a life of prayer and the ministry of the Word.

Each of us is to engage in some form of Christian service as the Lord leads. It may be a ministry of prayer, or of tract and Bible distribution, or of personal work or of teaching the Word, web postings, or of praise songs. Thus each saint has his or her own responsibility in the service of our Lord Jesus Christ. Some of us can do one task, some can do another. Together we can obey God Almighty more fully than any of us could alone. It is human tendency to overestimate what we can do by ourselves and to underestimate what we can do as a group. But as the body of Jesus Christ, we can do more functioning together than we would dream possible working by ourselves. 
“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together as the manner of some is, but exhorting one another” (Hebrews 10:25).  To neglect Christian meetings is to give up the encouragement and help of other Christians. We gather together to share our faith and to strengthen one another in the Lord. As we get closer to the day when Jesus Christ will return, we will face many spiritual struggles and even persecution. Anti- Christian forces will grow in strength. Difficulties should never be excuses for missing worship services. Rather, as difficulties arise, we should make an even greater effort to be faithful in attendance.
“Unto a perfect man” meaning until we all become full grown in the Lord Jesus Christ. People should be able to see a difference between Christians and non-Christians because of the way Christians live. Paul tells Christians to leave behind the old life of sin now that they are followers of Jesus Christ. Living the Christian life is a process of change for the better in your thought, attitudes, and actions? Although change may be slow, it comes about if you trust God Almighty to change you. Jesus Christ is the Truth, and the Holy Spirit who guides the Church is the Spirit of truth (John 16:13). Satan by contrast, is the father of liars (John 8:44). 

As true followers of Jesus Christ we must be committed to the truth. This means both that our words will be honest and that our actions will reflect Jesus Christ’s integrity. Speaking the truth in love is not always easy, convenient, or pleasant, but it is necessary if the Church is going to do Jesus Christ’s work in the world. Here we learn that Jesus forms us into a body, into a group of individuals who are united in their purpose and in their love for one another and for Jesus Christ. If one of us should stumble, the rest of the group is there to pick him or her up and help him or her work with the Lord Jesus again. Should any in the group be taken in sin, he or she can find restoration through the Church (Galatians 6:1), even as the rest of the body continues to witness to God Almighty’s truth. As you grow to be like Jesus, you will be able to better appreciate your brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ without whom, you could not adequately represent the LORD.
“Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God Almighty, whereby you are sealed unto the day of redemption.” It is a no, no! You must not cause the Holy Spirit sorrow by the way you live, especially in the use of the tongue; for death and life are in the power of the tongue (Proverbs 18:21; James 3:1-12). Paul warns against the bad language, meanness, improper use of anger, talking down to people, quarrels, harsh words, and bad attitudes toward others including non-Christians. The Christian should learn and through prayer to steer himself or herself through the most difficult area of human conduct: the impulse to speak out what pops into the mind that is, speaking without thinking (James 3:1-12).
Christians should be forgiving, just as God Almighty has forgiven you. You should please God Almighty with your attitudes and actions; do not grieve Him. Act in love toward your brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, just as God Almighty acted in love by sending His Son to die for your sins. Finally, understand that God Almighty’s Spirit within you is a sign that you belong to him. To have God Almighty’s Spirit requires that you must be born again (John 3:3, 6; 14:13-18). One that is not born again does not have God Almighty’s Spirit and is not a child of God Almighty (John 1:12; 8:32-47).
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