Sabbath Day Sermon of June 27, 2015
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

June 26, 2015, America’s Cloudy and Dark Day.

Ezekiel Chapter 34
The prophecy against the shepherds of Israel is an indictment against the princes and magistrates, the priests and Levites, and the Sanhendrin. In America this would be the Pastors and Bishops, the President, the congress and the judges. They did not feed the sheep, that is, the people under their charge. Their primary interest was to improve their own conditions not that of the sheep. They were willing to shear the sheep, not to feed them. They left the sheep exposed to the wintry blasts without their wool and beret of adequate food, both material and spiritual.
11-22. The Lord is the Chief Shepherd. He has a concern for and interest in his sheep. Although they have been scattered far and wide, but the Good Shepherd will search for and find his sheep; for they are known by him and they hear his voice. He will restore them to their land and sustain them by providing for them. This would soon be the experience of many true Christians in America, as the planned persecution of the congregation of Jesus Christ would soon begin, which will be followed by God’s judgment on America. Here the Lord promises to protect his people and will gathered them and restore them to a New America for His Gospel message. These verses have both an immediate and a long-range prophetic element. For Israel there was to be an immediate return of the remnant to Palestine, as there would be for many true Christians after the judgment of America, and at the end of the age there would be the full and final fulfillment of the divine promise, marked by the Second Advent of Jesus Christ as the glorious victor over sin and death. This beautiful message portrays the fate of the present shepherds, the work of the new Shepherd, and the future of the sheep.
This prophesy by Ezekiel was against the religious and political leaders of Israel who took care of themselves while exploiting and even abusing their people. Jeremiah also accused these leaders of neglecting the people (Jeremiah 23:1-4). The New World Order, although it is an evil system, but it has brought to light the actions of the hypocrites in our nation and in our churches who have fallen into the trap of spending time and money to promote themselves when they should use resources to provide for the needs of those they serve.  God would judge both religious and political leaders, that is, everyone that is in a position of authority who are caught up in their own concerns and are neglecting their service to others. Leaders, especially ministers of the Gospel of Jesus Christ must be careful not to pursue self-development at the expense of broken, scattered people. In America our leaders have given much attention to their own needs and ideas, and have pushed God aside and abandoned those who depend upon them.
God now says that those leaders whether spiritual or political who have failed their people would be removed from office and held responsible for what happened and what is going to happen to the people they were supposed to lead, because they have chosen to neglect and mislead them. True American leaders, both spiritual and political must heed this warning and care for their flock, or total failure and judgment of God  will be the result. Unfortunately, America’s leaders have failed to heed to these warnings, and now one of the last signs of the judgment that has been hovering over America is in as homosexuality becomes legal and no doubt judgment is on its way for we as a people have crossed the line. The cup of God’s wrath is now full and will be running over soonest. My friends, this judgment is imminent and if you must escape this judgment that is upon us, you must call to Jesus now and he will save you and give you eternal life. 
23-28. God promises to take over as shepherd of his scattered flock; this is specific reference to Jesus the Messiah, the son of David.  Here he is called my servant David. David, however, died long before this prophetic word was spoken. Yet it refers to the Davidic covenant in which God promised that there should always be one of David’s descendants on the throne of David. In his sermon in Acts 2, Peter makes it clear that Jesus now sits on the throne of his father David and will come at last to rule and reign over the whole earth. One shepherd, Jesus, the Davidic king, will reunite Israel and Judah into one kingdom as it was during the reign of David before they were separated during the reign of Rehoboam because of Solomon’s failure for disregarding the clear instructions from God not to marry women from foreign nations, who subsequently led him away from God. God knows our strengths and weaknesses, and his commands are always for our good. For all his wisdom, Solomon had some weak spots. He could not say no to compromise or to lustful desires. Some have said that Solomon married to strengthen political alliances, but whether it was political or to gain personal pleasure, these foreign wives led him into idolatry (1 Kings 11). My friends you may have strong faith in God, but you also have weak spots, and it is there that temptation usually strikes.  Strengthen and protect your weaker areas because a chain is only as strong as its weakest link. 
In contrast to our leaders who have turned out to be thieves who would only take, but Jesus gives. The life he gives now is abundantly richer, and fuller. It is eternal, yet it begins immediately you asked him to come into your life. Life in Jesus is lived on a higher plane because of his overflowing forgiveness, love, and guidance. A hired hand tends the sheep for money, while the Good Shepherd does it for love, because he owns the sheep and he is committed to them. He is not only reuniting Israel and Judah into one kingdom as it was during the reign of David, but with “other sheep,” that is, non Israelites and Jews. Jesus came and he is here to save both Gentiles as well as all Israelites who are willing to accept his sacrifice for their sins. Jesus died for the whole world as he was commanded by the Father. Jesus refuses to be limited by the fences we build. Jesus death and resurrection, as part of God’s plan for the salvation of the world, were under God’s control. No one could kill Jesus without his consent.
Again, in contrast to the present evil leaders, whose purpose seem to have been to lead the people into condemning themselves for God’s judgment, and to disqualify themselves from being members of God’s Kingdom; God has sent a perfect Shepherd, Jesus the Messiah, who will take care of every need his people have and set up a Kingdom of perfect peace and justice.

29-31. “And I will raise up for them a plant of renown”, that is, “I will provide for them a land renowned for its crops.” He is the plant of renown, because he is a righteous branch, a branch of the Lord God Almighty, that is beautiful and glorious, (Jeremiah 23:5; Isaiah. 4:2). He has a name above every name, a throne above every throne, and therefore he is well called a branch of renown. “I will make with them a covenant of peace.”  The covenant of grace is a covenant of peace; in it God is at peace with us, speaks peace to us, and assures us of peace, of all good, all the good we need to make us happy. The tenor of this covenant is: "I the Lord will be their God, a God all-sufficient to them, God will own us as His children and we will own Him as our Father; in order to this my servant David shall be a prince among us, to reduce us to our allegiance, to receive our homage, and to reign over us, in us, and for us.’’ Those, and those only, that have the Lord Jesus for their prince have the Lord Jehovah for their God. And then they, even the house of Israel and the other faithful sheep,  shall be my people. 
If we take God to be our God, he will take us to be his people. From this covenant between God and the house of Israel, there results communion: "I the Lord their God am with them, to converse with them; and they shall know it, and have the comfort of it.’’ Concerning the privileges of those that are the faithful subjects of this Kingdom of Jesus our Messiah under the covenant of peace, these are here set forth figuratively, as the blessings of the flock. Those that belong to this flock, though they are spoken of as sheep, are really men and women that have the Lord for their God, and are in covenant with him.
 Now to them that are in Jesus Christ it is promised, that they shall enjoy a holy security under the divine protection. Jesus Christ, our good Shepherd, shall cause the evil beasts and all abominations to cease out of the land, having vanquished all our spiritual enemies, broken their power, and triumphed over them; the roaring lion shall not be a roaring devouring lion to us; we shall no more be a prey to the heathen nor the heathen a terror to us, neither shall the beasts of the land devour us. Sin and Mr. Sin also known as Satan, his forked tongue devils, death and hell, are already conquered in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through Jesus Christ, God delivers his people not only from the things we have reason to fear, but from our fear even of death itself, from all that fear that has torment. The faithful is promised safety from evil: “We shall be safe in our land even in times of God’s judgment (Ezekiel 9:1-8), and will be in no danger of being invaded and enslaved, though our great plenty be a temptation to our heathen neighbors to desire our land; and that which shall make us think ourselves safe is our confidence in the wisdom, power, and goodness of our God: “They shall know that I am the Lord.” For all our disquieting fears usually arise from our ignorance of God and mistakes concerning him. Our experience of his particular care concerning us should encourage our confidence in him. What the Lord has done: "He has broken the bands of our yoke, with which we have been brought and held down under oppression, and have delivered us out of the hands of those that served themselves of us. 
No doubt famine and scarcity shall come with the approaching judgment of America, which will turn our nation a reproach among the heathen, but all Jesus’ faithful servants shall not bear that shame of the heathen. For the showers shall come down in their season, even showers of blessings. Jesus Christ is a Shepherd that will feed his people; and we shall go in and out, and find pasture. We shall not be consumed with hunger; for we shall not be put off with the world for a portion, which is not bread, which satisfies not, and which leaves those that are put off with it to be consumed with hunger. 

Those that hunger and thirst after righteousness shall not be consumed with that hunger, for they shall be filled. And he that drinks of the water that Jesus Christ gives him or her, the still waters by which he leads his sheep, shall never thirst. Showers of blessings shall come upon them who trust in Jesus even in times of trouble. The heavens shall yield their dews; the trees of the field also shall yield their fruit. The seat of this plenty is God’s hill, his holy hill of Zion, for on that mountain, in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, it is, that God has made to all nations a feast; so that those who would join themselves would partake of Gospel benefits. 
Those that are the blessed of the Lord must study to make themselves blessings to the world. He that is good, let him do good; he that has received the gift, the grace, let him minister the same. Now this promise of the Messiah and his kingdom is much comfort  and the assurance to those to whom it was then made, for they might be sure that God would not utterly destroy our  nation, how low soever the purge might be brought, as long as that blessing was in the womb of it (Isa. 65:8). But it speaks much more comfort to us, to whom it is fulfilled, who are the sheep of this Good Shepherd, are fed in his pastures, and blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly things by him and in him alone.
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