Sabbath Day Sermon of June 25, 2016.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Traits Christians Should Cultivate
1 Peter Chapter 4

In this chapter Apostle Peter begins by saying that, “For as much then as Jesus hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind; for he or she that hath suffered in the flesh hath cease from sin.” In other words, even as Jesus Christ suffered and died and resurrected to save us, we are to die to sin by self-denial and mortification if we are to be resurrected in the last day to reign with him. Negatively, we are not to live in the flesh. Positively, we are to be conformed to the revealed will of God, which means that lasciviousness, lust, drunkenness, reveling, banqueting, and abominable idolatry will have lost their hold on us.
Most people will do anything to avoid pain. As true followers of Jesus Christ, however, we should be willing and prepared to do God’s will and to suffer for it if necessary. Sin loses its power to defeat us in our suffering if we focus on Jesus Christ and what he wants us to learn in our suffering, and what to do. When our bodies are in pain or our lives in jeopardy, our real values show up clearly, and sinful pleasures seem less important. If anyone is willing to suffer for Jesus Christ by doing the will of the Most High God, that person has made a clean break with sin or ceased from sin.

4-11. What is more noticeable when a Christian has made a clean break with sin, and will not participate in sinful lifestyle? Wicked friends cannot understand the new life of true Christians who have soughed or moaned off the old habits of sin. They see the new life in Jesus Christ as irksome and tedious. For them such conduct is strange and incredible. Rebelliously, they will ask thinking allowed, “Why can’t I do anything I want with my body?” Not infrequently they will make fun of their old friends as they seek to turn them back to their old ways. As true Christian, you will not only be scorned by them because you refuse to participate in certain activities, but also because your priorities have changed and you are now heading in the opposite direction. Your very clean and righteous life incriminates their sinful activities. The battle is spiritual, and Jesus said, “If they hated me, they will hate you also.” Mature Christians should help new believers resist such pressures or opposition by encouraging them to be faithful to Jesus Christ.
The Christian who understands that the basis of salvation is whether we have believed in Jesus, ought to know as well that the basis of judgment is how we have lived our lives (Acts 16:31). What does it mean to believe in Jesus? Jesus says, “If you love me, keep my commandments. The man or the woman that has my commandments, and keeps them, he or she it is that loves me: and anyone that loves me shall be loved by my Father, and I will love him or her, and I will manifest myself to him or her” (John 14:21-23). In John 14 verse 24 we read that the proof that someone is not a Christian is that he or she does not keep Jesus sayings. Jesus concludes by saying that the reason you do not keep his words, is because you do not love him; therefore, neither can you be his disciple nor can you call yourself a child of God Almighty. “It is only those that have received Jesus Christ into their lives, that God Almighty has given the power to become his sons and daughters, even them that believe in his name” (John 1:12, 13). So whatever is your background Israelite or Gentile, if you do not believe in Jesus, you will not enter into the Kingdom of the Most High.
Those who take pleasure in inflicting persecution on the Most High God’s children are marked for punishment when they stand before God Almighty. True believers have nothing to fear, however, because Jesus will be the final judge over all (John 5:22; 2 Timothy 4:1). But is there any reason for a true Christian to worry about dead loved ones and those who would be dead before Jesus returns?  Peter reminds us that the dead, that is, both the faithful and their oppressors would be judged. The judgment will be perfectly fair; he points out, because even the dead have heard the Gospel (1 Peter 3:18, 19). You see, the Good News was first announced when Jesus Christ preached on the earth, but it has been operating since before the creation of the world (Ephesians 1:4), and it affects all mankind, the dead as well as the living (Romans 1:17-32).
If you ask, “Why should I live expectantly, and what does it involve?”  My friend, you should because Jesus is coming. Getting ready to meet him involves continually growing in love for the Most High God and for others (Matthew 22:37-40). Therefore, it is important to pray regularly, and it is also important to reach out to needy people. Your possessions, status, and power will mean nothing in God Almighty’s Kingdom, but you will spend eternity with other people. You ought to invest your time and talents where they will make an eternal difference. Some people who are aware of their abilities believe they have the right to use them as they please. But there are many who feel they have no special talents at all. Apostle Peter tells us here that everyone has some abilities or gifts from God Almighty; you ought to find yours and use them before it is too late. All your abilities should be used in serving others; none are for your own exclusive enjoyment. Peter includes preaching or witnessing and helping or ministering. Apostle Paul lists these gifts and other abilities in Romans 12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 12:8-11; Ephesians 4:11).
If you ask, what happens when we use our abilities to do God’s work? Well, the Most High God is glorified when we use them to help others as he directs. They will see Jesus in us and praise him for the help they have received. Jesus says, “Let your light so shine before people, that they may see your good works and glorify your father which is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).

12-16. “The fiery trial.” The fiery trials are to which we will be subjected to prove us. It is a general statement that means each age has is particular problems, all of which are difficult to face and overcome. Believers should never be surprised that these trials come. The source would be if there were none. Trials test our faith in God Almighty and our human patience, strength, boldness, and sincerity. Jesus says,”Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you falsely, for my name sake” (Matthew 5:11). In other words, Jesus will send his Spirit to strengthen those who are persecuted for their faith and for doing righteously. 
But sometimes a Christian may suffer as a result of his or her unchristian conduct. Many Christians will grumble, “I am being picked on because I am a Christian,” when it is obvious to everyone else that the person’s own unpleasant behavior is the cause of his or her problems. We must give a careful thought to determine the cause of our suffering. Again, even when your unchristian behavior is the reason you suffer, but if you will repent, Jesus will help you. However, we can be assured that when we suffer because of our loyalty to Jesus, he will be with us all the way. 
1-19. No doubt, there is a kind of suffering that comes to the saints as a result of their own sins and shortcomings. But God also allows believers to suffer as part of his will for them. They are to be more concerned for their souls than for their bodies. Therefore they are to commit their souls to God Almighty and engage in that kind of life that is designed to glorify the Most High God. The faithful creator will keep all his promises made to his beloved children.

Again, Christians are called upon to do right even though that act entails suffering for them. This is particularly true in matters having to do with theological errors. Standing for the truth will always produce suffering, reproach, and character assassination. It is a great sin for good people to do nothing when error abounds and action is called. It is not shameful to suffer for being a true Christian. When Jesus’ disciples: Peter and John were persecuted for preaching the Gospel, they rejoiced because such persecution was a mark of God’s approval of their work (Act 5:41). Although we should not seek out suffering to prove we are true believers, but we are not to try to avoid it. Instead, we are to keep on doing what is right regardless of the suffering it might bring.
Why does the Most High God sometimes would stand back and allow us to sin? Well God would often allow believers to carry on with their heart unchristian desires, and then experience the consequences. He does this for several reasons: (1) to show us our potential for sinning, (2) to encourage us to turn from sin and more constantly depend on him, (3) to prepared us to face other even stronger temptations in the future, and (4) to help us stay faithful and keep on trusting him. Now,  if true believers are ”scarcely” or barely saved only because of the Most High God’s mercy, or barely saved through persecution, what chance do those have who reject Jesus Christ? God created the world, and he has faithfully ordered it and kept it since the creation. Because we know that the Most High God is faithful, we can count on him to fulfill his promises to us. If he can oversee the forces of nature, surely he can see us through the trials we face.
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