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The Fall of Babylon Announced

Revelation Chapter 18

In Revelation chapter 14:8 we read of the fall of Babylon. Now a great angel from heaven announces that the condemnation passed by the heavenly court is upon her. The angel is more glorious than all the others we have seen. This glorious angel who lightened the earth is probably the same one which has the name of God Almighty in him who is none other than Jesus Christ who is the light of the world. He cried out mightily with a strong voice describing Babylon as a city of prostitution and drunkenness; the origin of the drunkenness of the pagan nations. Babylon is guilty of having corrupted the nations. Babylon is a cage, a black box, the home of all devils and every foul spirit. Kings have shared in her wantonness and merchants have grown rich in their trade through her. She and all of them shall share her doom and be rewarded according to their works and pleasure. 
People who are spiritually in Babylon live in luxury. The city boasts, “I sit a queen and shall see no sorry.” The powerful, wealthy people of this world are susceptible to this same attitude. A person who is financially comfortable often feels invulnerable, secure, and in control, feeling no need of God Almighty or anyone else. This kind of attitude defies God Almighty and his judgment against it is harsh. We are here warned to avoid Babylon’s sins.

True Christians who are financially secure should not become complacent and deluded by the myth of self-sufficiency. My friends, use your resources to help others and advance the Kingdom of the Almighty God. Those who are tied to the world’s system will lose everything when it collapses. What they have worked for a lifetime to build up will be destroyed in one hour together with Babylon. Those who work only for material rewards will have nothing when they die or when their possessions are destroyed with Babylon (Matthew 6:19-21).
If you ask, “What can anyone take with them to heaven or to hell depending on which place one chooses in life to spend eternity when he or she dies the physical death?” As Christians, we will take to heaven our faith, our Christian character, and our relationships with other Christians. These are more important than any amount of money, power, gold and silver or pleasure of this world. The unbelievers no doubt will perish for the sake of their money, power, gold and silver in the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:15).
The two angelic voices present the grounds for the condemnation of Babylon. When she is sentenced for her crimes, God Almighty will repay her double for all the evil she has done. Double unto her double according to her works. In Babylon, many grow rich by exploiting the sinful pleasures of the society. Businesses and governments are often based on greed, money, and power which define fascist system. Many bright individuals are tempted to take advantage of an evil system to enrich themselves.  
Here, the righteous are warned to flee Babylon, lest they become entangled in her sins. Christians are warned to stay free from the enchantment of money, status, and the “good life.” We are to live according to the values Jesus Christ exemplified: service, giving, self-sacrifice, patience, obedience, and truth. Similar warnings occur in the prophecy against Babylon in Jeremiah chapters 50 and 51. Other passages from Jeremiah and Isaiah prophecies seem to provide the pattern for the rest of the second announcement. These passages point to pride as Babylon’s sin. Pride comes with the feeling of self-sufficiency or believing that we do not need God Almighty. Proud nations or persons, however, will eventually fail because they refuse to recognize God Almighty as the ultimate power. 
9-10. The kings of the earth lament the fall of Babylon. Those who profited by the prosperity and sinfulness of the city now lament her fate. They see the city being destroyed by fire. They position themselves afar off lest they share the same fate. But they will share that fate, for there is no sign of repentance in them, only a dirge of woe for fallen Babylon. Like the kings of the earth, the merchants’ weep and morn over the judgment against Babylon. They lament the overthrow of the great city of Babylon.
Their lament is purely for selfish reasons because they would have acres of unsold merchandise. Babylon was their chief market, their patron in a single hour all is destroyed, their market has perished. Those who are in control of various parts of the economic system will mourn at Babylon’s fall. The political leaders will mourn because they are the overseers of Babylon’s wealth and are in a position to enrich themselves greatly. The description of her markets in this passage would suit any of the great trading ports of the Mediterranean. Her conquests in the East had made Rome famous as a center into which all the wealth and luxuries from faraway countries like India and China. This great catalog of wares recalls that in Ezekiel 27:13.
11-16. Here the list of merchandise illustrates the extreme materialism of the spirit of Babylon. The society is self-indulgent that people are willing to use evil means to gratify their desires. Even people are commodities—the “soul of men, women, and children,” slaves, are sold and bought in Babylon: sex-slaves, pedophilia, and pizzagate. True Christians should not live for money, because money will be worthless in eternity. Instead, they should keep on guard constantly against greed, a sin that is always ready to take over their lives (Matthew 16:25).

17-19. The third lamentation is heard from shipmasters whose maritime interests are impaired by the loss of Babylon. They looked at the smoke of her burning and cast dust in the air and on their heads in dismay and consternation. This final group to bewail the fate of the city are those whose ships bring her the wealth of the world. Each lament has followed the same pattern as shown below:
1. Introduction: “Alas, alas, great city . . .”

2. Statement of the relevant loss: kings—power, merchants—goods; ship-owners—profit from the trade.

3. Formal conclusion: “In one hour,” destruction. The seamen’s lament has a parallel in Ezekiel 27:29.

These laments paint a striking picture of the fall of a great trading center VISA also known as Vatican International Sales Association. Those who had benefited from her glory stand at a distance and watch her burn to the ground. Situated between two angelic proclamations of her judgment, they provide a strikingly human touch in the midst of an intense drama of divine symbols.
20-24. While the whole world mourns the loss of Babylon, all heaven rejoices that judgment has come at last. There is a pay day someday, and that day has come for Babylon and her lovers. The call to rejoice contrasts with the laments of the kings of the earth, the merchants, and the shipmasters. It is the antitype of the rejoicing of the people in the city of Jerusalem over the death of the two witnesses in Revelation chapter 11:8, and it contrasts with the call to rejoicing in Revelation chapter 12:12. There the heavens could rejoice at the destruction of the beast, but those on earth had to expect woe. This is the answer to the prayers of the saints. All who have suffered in the hands of the city are called to rejoice (Deuteronomy 32:42).
A mighty angel takes a huge milestone and drops it into the ocean. As that stone sinks to rise no more and be seen by no one forever, so shall this happen to Babylon. The angel is enacting the conclusion to the great prophecy against Babylon (Jeremiah 51:63-64). All music will have been stilled. All commerce will have ceased. All that will be left is the bloodstains of the saints and the prophets who have been murdered. 
The voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more, that is, there will no longer be any marriages, any more than music or commerce. The angel goes on to catalog the signs that Babylon will never again rise as a city. That catalog continues to echo Ezekiel 27 with echoes from similar prophecies in Isaiah 38:8, 27; Jeremiah 25:15-17; 49:38. This city will never rise from the ashes of its destruction. In our time Saddam Hussein tried to defy the Word of God by attempting to rebuild Babylon, and he was destroyed in an hour by the forces of the desert storm.
We note here that even the announced destruction of the great city of Babylon does not bring the story to its conclusion. The story of the Revelation of Jesus Christ is about more than the fall of Roman power. It is about the conflict between God Almighty and those faithful to him and the forces of evil. The city of Babylon embodies the beast, but the beast itself must be destroyed. It is the activities of the beast which underlie all the empires that are opposed to God Almighty. Everything that tries to block God Almighty’s purposes will come to a violent end. The temple of Lucifer in Rome, the city of seven hills will be burning up soon.
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