Sabbath Day Sermon of June 20, 2020
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Does Jesus Christ Feel at Home in Your Heart?
Ephesians Chapter 3:17
In the verse of our sturdy, Apostle Paul says “That Jesus Christ may dwell in the hearts of the saints.” The word “dwell” is from a Greek word made up of two words, one meaning “to live in a home,” and the other, literally meaning “down.” Paul prays that our Lord Jesus Christ might live in our hearts as His home. He is already in the born again believer, therefore Paul’s thought must be that He feels at home in our hearts. The tense speaks of finality, the word for “down” speaking of permanency. The full translation is, “That Jesus Christ may finally settle down and feel completely at home in your hearts.”

It is one thing to be in a person’s home, another thing to feel completely at home there. Our Lord Jesus Christ condescends to live in the heart of a sinner saved by grace. My friends, what an honor to have such a guest in our hearts. Now, the question is do we make Him at home? Does He have free access to all parts of our heart life, or is He shut out from this thing or that? Is He our constant companion or are we occupied at times with persons or things that we feel are not consistent with our fellowship with Him? Is He Lord of our lives, the invited guest to occupy the throne room of our hearts? 

Many have tried to make Jesus Lord of their lives, and have failed because they have tried in their strength. No man or woman calls Jesus Lord except by the Holy Spirit. That is why Paul prays that we might be strengthened with might by His Spirit so that Jesus Christ might finally settle down and feel completely at home in our hearts. The secret of the Lordship of Jesus Christ is a desire that the Holy Spirit make Him Lord of our lives, and a trust in the Spirit to accomplish that for us. You know, a Christian in a correct relationship with Jesus Christ never feels bored or alone. These are words and conditions true Christians do not use or feel. Unless you have shut Him out so you can do your not to do desires. His words are “I will never leave you alone, I will come to you” (John 14:18, 21-24).
Believers in Jesus Christ today may still be in danger of treating Jesus Christ’s death as meaningless. If you ask, “How?” By replacing Jewish legalism with their Christian legalism, they give people extra false laws on how to pray to the dead and to obey them. By believing they can earn God Almighty’s favor by what they do or what Mary and the canonized dead can do for them, they are not trusting completely in Jesus Christ’s finished work on the cross. By struggling to appropriate God Almighty’s power to change them [sanctification], they are not resting in God Almighty’s power to save them [justification]. If we could be saved by trusting in good works, then Jesus Christ did not need to die. But the cross is the only way to salvation.

The Holy Spirit gives Christians the power to live for God Almighty. But some Christians want more than this. They want to live in a state of perpetual excitement. The tedium of everyday living leads them to conclude that something is wrong spiritually. Often the Holy Spirit’s greatest work in us is to teach us to persist, to keep on doing what is righteous even when it no longer seems new and interesting. Unfortunately, so many Christians today seem to turn quickly away from the Bible good news to the teachings of the newest teachers in town as the Galatians turned from Paul’s good news to the teaching of the false teachers. If you think the Christian life seems ordinary, then you certainly need the Holy Spirit to stir you up to see the challenges of everyday living.

Now what about all the dislocated saints in our midst, and how should we relate to them in the body of Jesus Christ. In Galatians 6:1, Paul speaks of a child of God Almighty overtaken in a fault. The Greek word for “overtaken” carrying the idea here of a Christian surprised by the fault itself. This person was probably hurried into sin. This person sinned before he or she knew it. We know this to be the case because 1 John 3:4-10 tells us that “whosoever sinneth hath not seen Him, neither know Him. . . .” In 1 John 3:10, we read, that sin is what distinguishes the children of God Almighty from the children of Satan. So here, John is not speaking of a person who willfully sinned, but a person taken unawares in sin.
 
That brother or sister in Jesus Christ needs to be restored before Satan injects his vaccine called the law of resistance and repetition into him or her. Satan during one of his meetings explained the strategy to his audience how he vaccinates Christians when they sin, as a consequence, he or she will fall repeatedly into that sin despite his or her fasting despite his or her decision to abandon the sin. The victim will always fall into that sin because he or she has been vaccinated with Satan’s law of repetition. Even if the believer confessed the sin, but as he or she is continually injected with the law of repetition he or she will become a slave of that sin. The person will repeat that sin again and again despite his remorse despite his or her will, his fasting, and his determination. [1]
Therefore, sin in a Christian’s life that is known and cherished is due to Satan’s law of repetition, spiritually injected into the person that is sinning and causes the fellowship between the saint and God Almighty to be broken. That which restores fellowship with God Almighty is a confession of that sin to the person of Jesus Christ (1 John 1:9). This restoration is an act of God Almighty. The fact that all Christians are priests and saints of the Lord Jesus (Revelation 5:8-10), sometimes God Almighty uses another Spirit-filled Christian as a channel through which He can work to bring the sinning saint to the place where he or she will truly confess the sin to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Our verse 1 in Ephesians 6 in the passage of our study speaks of this. The word “restore” is from a Greek word which means “to reconcile factions, to set broken bones, to set a dislocation, to mend nets, to equip or prepare.” What the particular meaning is in this instance will be determined by the context. Paul is speaking of a child of God Almighty, a born again blood-cleansed believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. As a believer in Jesus Christ, that person is a member of the Body of which Jesus Christ is the Head (Ephesians 1:22, 23; 5:23, 30; Colossians 2:18, 19), the figure being that of a human body and a human head, the saints of this Age of Grace as members of the Body and thus composing it, and our Lord Jesus as the Head of the Body.

The saint with sin in his or her life is not in a correct relationship to the Head and the rest of the body, just as an arm out of joint is not in a correct relationship to the body and the head. But the saint still is a member of the Body as the dislocated arm is a member of the human body. Again, the life of the Head still abides in the saint as the life in the human head still flows through the arm. Once more, as a dislocated arm is useless to the body and head and will obey neither, so a saint out of fellowship with his Lord is useless to both the Body and the Head, and will obey neither. As a dislocated arm is a hindrance to the body and head, so is a saint with sin in his or her life a hindrance to the Church of Jesus Christ and its Head. 

As an arm of the joint is a source of pain to both body and head, so is a Christian with sin in his or her life, a source of heart pain to his fellow saints and his or her LORD.

           As a dislocated arm is extremely painful in itself, so a child of God Almighty with sin in his or her life is a miserable Christian. The longer an arm is out of joint, the more painful it becomes, and the harder it is to put back. The longer a child of God Almighty remains in sin, the more miserable he or she becomes, and the harder it is to restore him or her to fellowship again. This person even though he or she continues to attend worship service, and partake in all the activities in the congregation, causes pain to the Body of Jesus Christ. But thank God Almighty, that any Christian can be restored by Him.

Restoration to a fellowship from the standpoint of cleansing from the defilement of sin is the work of our Lord Jesus Christ as our Advocate (1 John 2:1-2). The restoration spoken of in Galatians is the work of bringing that saint to the place where he or she will confess that sin to Jesus Christ. Here God Almighty is pleased often to use one of his Children. When God Almighty chooses you for the work of helping to restore a brother or sister, remember that putting an arm back in the joint is a delicate piece of work that should be undertaken only by a doctor, who with utmost gentleness and careful handling skillfully restores the dislocated arm. There is a gentle way and a rough way. 

The Christian chosen by God Almighty to work this project must be spiritual to do this work. That is, he or she must be a Spirit-filled saint. As such, God Almighty works through him or her, gently, tactfully, lovingly, wooing the saint away from his or her sin and to the place of confession to Jesus Christ. As the saint prays for his fellow saint and speaks with him or her, the work is done, done by the Holy Spirit. A Christian worker must do this work in a humble, meek, gentle way, remembering that he or she is subject to temptation and possible sin in his or her life.
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