Sabbath Day Sermon of June 20< 2015
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Fear of God and Obedience: Doing things God’s Way

Proverbs Chapter 16

In a previous sermon we learned about what distinguishes a true Christian from a non believer in Jesus Christ. We learned that a Christian as every other human being out there has discretion which is God’s given choice to make decisions on their own, but one thing that the Christian has that gives him or her the advantage over those who do not believe in Jesus, to make better and wiser decisions in life is the godly wisdom which only comes from the knowledge of God, and only a true Christian has both wisdom of God and discretion.

What does this all mean? It means that any man or woman is free to think and to act as he or she chooses. He or she can make his or her plans and determine to execute them. But God is the one who disposes. A person cannot go ahead on his own without divine assurance and the blessing of God. God can nullify our intentions and desires. For example, Balaam determined in his heart to curse Israel, but the words from his tongue blessed them according to God’s intentions (Numbers 24:1-3).
What does this mean for a true Christian? It means that the final outcome of the plans we make is in God’s hands. If you ask, if it so why make plans or why pray if God knows all our heart desires? Well, you should know that in doing God’s will, there must be partnership between our efforts and God’s control. He wants us to use our minds to seek the advice of others, and to plan. Nevertheless, the results are in his hands. Planning, then, helps us act God’s way. As you live for him, endeavor to ask for his guidance as you plan, and then act on your plan as you trust in him. 

People who lack the wisdom of God would rationalize anything because they have no standards for judging right and wrong. In doing so they can always prove that they are right. My friends, before putting any plan into action, you should ask yourself these three questions: (1) Is this plan in harmony with God’s truth in his Word? (2) Will it work under real-life conditions? (3) Is my attitude pleasing to God? These questions are very important for a true Christian to ask themselves before committing themselves to their self designed plan. You cannot pretend to forget that you have committed your life to The Lord to trust and obey him by all means when you are trying to implement your self-willed plans. Many Christians assume that God will go along with their heart desired goals that are not according to his will. Well they are wrong, and they will always be wrong, because God is not a respecter of any persons. 
So, in what ways can we fail to commit our work and plans to the Lord? Some commit their work only superficially, while others will merge specific messages or word of knowledge God gave them to their self designed plans God did not include in his original messages or directives. These would say that the project is being done for the Lord, but in reality they are doing it for themselves. Others would give God temporary control of their interests only to take control back the moment things stopped working the way they expect. Still others commit their task full to the Lord, but put forth no effort themselves, and then they wonder why they do not succeed. A true Christian must maintain a delicate balance: trusting God as if everything depended on him, while working as if everything depended on our contribution to the task at hand. My friend, think of a specific effort in which you are involved right now. Have you committed it to the Lord or to yourself? Do only what God said and do not add your own ideas to come up with what you think God probably said or meant.
In genesis chapter 12 we read of the call by which Abram was removed out of the land of his nativity into the land of promise, which was designed both to try his faith and obedience and also to separate him and set him apart for God, and for special services and favors which were further designed. The circumstances of this call we may be somewhat helped to the knowledge of from Stephen’s speech in Acts. 7:2, where we are told that the God of glory appeared to him to give him this call. God appeared in such displays of his glory as left Abram no room to doubt the divine authority of this call. God spoke to him afterwards in divers manners; but this first time, when the correspondence was to be settled, he appeared to him as the God of glory, and spoke to him.  That this call was given him in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Haran; therefore we rightly read it, The Lord had said unto Abram, namely, in Ur of the Chaldees; and, in obedience to this call, as Stephen further relates the story in Acts. 7:4, he came out of the land of the Chaldeans, and dwelt in Haran, about five years, and thence, when his father was dead, by a fresh command, pursuant to the former, God removed him into the land of Canaan. 
Haran was not in Chaldea, and so was not a part of Abram’s country. But Abram, having stayed there five years, began to call it his country, and to take root there, till God let him know this was not the place he intended for him to settle down. We note here that: if God loves us, and has mercy in store for us, he will not suffer us to take up our rest any where short of Canaan, but will graciously repeat his calls, till the good work he begun be performed, and our souls repose in God only. In the call itself we have a precept and a promise. A trying precept: Get thee out of thy country, Now! By this precept he was tried whether he loved his native soil and dearest friends, and whether he could willingly leave all, to go along with God. His country had become idolatrous, his kindred and his father’s house were a constant temptation to him, and he could not continue with them without danger of being infected by them; therefore Get thee out, Get thee gone, with all speed, escape for thy life, look not behind thee, Genesis 19:17. No doubt those that are in a sinful state and are concerned will make all possible haste to get out of it. Get out for thyself as we may as well read it, that is, for thy own good. 

Those who leave their sins, and turn to God, will themselves be unspeakable gainers by the change, (Proverbs 9:12). This command which God gave to Abram is much the same with the gospel call by which all the spiritual seed of faithful Abram are brought into covenant with God. For, “Natural affection must give way to divine grace. Our country is dear to us, our kindred dearer, and our father’s house dearest of all; and yet they must all be hated (Luke 14:26), that is, we must love them less than Jesus Christ, hate them in comparison with him, and, whenever any of these come in competition with him, they must be postponed, and the preference given to the will and honor of the Lord Jesus. Sin, and all the occasions of it, must be forsaken, and particularly bad company; we must abandon all the idols of iniquity which have been set up in our hearts, and get out of the way of temptation, plucking out even a right eye that leads us to sin (Matthew. 5:29), willingly parting with that which is dearest to us, when we cannot keep it without hazard of our integrity.” Those that resolve to keep the commandments of God must quit the society of evil doers (Psalm 119:115; Acts. 2:40; Genesis 12:1-3). Unfortunately, Most Christians make the mistake of thinking that their unsaved close relatives and friends do not fall under the description of evil doers in the word of God. For this reason they cannot understand that God has separated them from their close relatives and friends to keep them away from sin and the occasions of it.
7-17. God delights to turn our enemies into our friends. He controls the hearts and the spirits of men and women and works irresistibly upon them to accomplish good for his people. It was God who made Abimelech to act friendly toward Isaac’s, and he moved the heart of Esau to be at peace with his brother Jacob. No doubt we want other people to like us or speak well about us, sometimes we will do almost anything to win their approval. But God tells us to put our efforts into pleasing him instead. Our effort to be peacemakers will usually make us more attractive to those around us, even our enemies. But even if it doesn’t we haven’t lost anything. We are still pleasing God, the only one who truly matters. 

He or she is no fool who, when he or she makes plans for today or tomorrow, takes into account the divine factor that, “If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that”  (James 4:15). Whether we buy or sell, make a product or offer a service, we know what is fair and what is unfair. Sometimes we feel pressure to be unfair in order to advance ourselves or gain more profit. But if we want to obey God, there is no middle ground. God demands fairness in every business transaction. No amount of rationalizing can justify a dishonest business practice. Fairness is not always easy, but it is what God demands. A true Christian should always ask God for discernment and courage to be consistently honest and fair. No doubt doing wrong is sin, but sin is also not doing right. Yes it is a sin to lie, but it is also sin to know the truth and not tell it.
18-25. Pride is a besetting sin that must be dealt with. Only two possibilities exist for it to be defeated: repentance or ruin. Proud people take little account of their weakness and do not anticipate stumbling blocks. They think they are above the frailties of common people. In this state of mind they are easily tripped up.  As strange as it seem, proud people seldom realize that pride is their problem, although everyone around them is well aware of it. It would be a good idea, to once in a while you stop and ask someone that you really trust to do an assessment of your behavior for you, whether self-satisfaction has blinded you to warning signs. In so doing, you might be helped to avoid a fall.
History tells us about how for centuries people have sought a fountain of youth, spring that promised to give eternal life and vitality. It was never found. But God’s wisdom is a wellspring of life that can make a person happy, healthy, and alive forever. No doubt Mr. Sin also known as Satan and Lucifer, has his own evil way of life in hell fire forever. This way to the Satan’s fire forever is described in the rituals of the many secret societies and religions except true Christianity. Click on the link to see the way that leads to death: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=33dUQwdtqCc
God has allowed these two ways to co-exist for you to have the choice to choose. But if you would choose wisely today to live by God’s Word, he will wash away the deadly effects of sin in your life (Titus 3:4-8), and the hope of eternal life with him shall give you a joyful perspective on your present life. The fountain of youth was only a dream, but the wellspring of life is reality in Jesus Christ. My friend, the choice is yours. You can choose today to be enlightened by God’s wisdom, or you can be dragged down by the weight of your own foolishness and by listening to Mr. Sin also known as Satan and Lucifer.
26-33. “His mouth craveth it of him.” Whatever type of work you do, you are doing it for yourself. Therefore, no matter how much difficulty or drudgery you may find in your work, your appetite is an incentive to keep going. Hunger makes work to satisfy. In other words, the desire to feed yourself and put food on the table for your family, makes you work to satisfy them.

Long life no doubt is a sign of God’s blessing which he has allowed for the righteous. Sometimes he would allowed unrighteous persons to also live long life, which of course, should be an opportunity for them to repent during the long period of time they would have to live before death; so they would have no excuse on the judgment day when they will appear before the judgment throne of the Almighty God. Whereas those who live long and righteous lives do so because of their obedience and practical wisdom, which of course, is for them to have more time as needed to turn as many as possible to righteousness (Daniel 12:3). Gray hair, therefore, is a crown of glory if it is worn in righteousness.
“The lot is cast into the lap.” Providence governs the result. In other words, “God, the great Creator of all things, doth uphold, direct, dispose, and govern all creatures, actions and things, from the greatest even to the least by His most wise and holy providence, according to His infallible foreknowledge, and the free and immutable counsel of His own will, to the praise of the glory of His wisdom, power, justice, goodness and mercy.”  Now God’s Providence which are these and more: preserving and providing for all creatures; determining the length of our days; ordaining the conditions and circumstances of men and women; directing the events of life; power over nature such as storms, hail, snow and frost; stopping the evil designs of men and women; and ordering even the smallest matters. Sometimes God’s providence is dark and mysterious (Psalm 73: 16; 77:19; Romans 11:33; Genesis 3:14).
In all things, let us not forget that self-control is superior to conquest. Success in business, school, or home life can be ruined by one who has lost control of his her temper. So it is a great personal victory to control your temper. When you feel yourself ready to explode, remember that losing control may cause you to forfeit what you want the most.
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