Sabbath Day Sermon of June 1, 2019


By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Wonderful Works of Jesus 
Matthew Chapter 8
In our sermon today we are going to examine the two types of works that affect people’s lives. It is either the works of Jesus Christ or the works of Satan also known as Lucifer that is affecting you today. We are going to look at what Jesus does and will do for you if you would believe and follow him. We will expose what Satan does and will do to you, and how he will use you to do evil things to yourself and to others if you obey him. Again, if you are reading this message and you are one of those people who would not return to the Father through Jesus Christ and receive forgiveness for your sins, but will choose to continue in your rebellion against God Almighty, Satan no doubt is waiting to do his damnable works in you and through you in the world.

My friends, if you are not quite understanding why the word of God Almighty warns that Satan is your worst enemy, well you should know that it is because you are created in the image of God Almighty (Genesis 1:26-29). Looking at you reminds Satan of his avowed enemy, God Almighty, our Father in heaven. Unfortunately, most people are spiritually dumb enough to think they mean something to Satan in their service to him.
But Satan knows no loyalty, and cares for no one. He is a liar, a thief, and a murderer. Many of those who used to serve him but are now saved in Jesus Christ, tell us that Satan is not only a task master and a punisher of those who serve him, but that he will use you to destroy every good thing there is, and when he is done using you to destroy others, he will chew you up and spew you out. 
If you still don’t understand, again it is because God Almighty created you as his child and gave you dominion over everything he created. In other words, Satan should be serving you, not you servicing him. Ironically, you turned out to be his master that does not seem to know who you are, and have placed yourself under his governance in your sins and rebellion. 
Of course, Satan knows who you are, that you are a child of God Almighty, and for that reason, he will torture and trash you to the best of his abilities, then drag you to hell with him.  He will do all these to you to cause God Almighty  your Father to feel the pain of your torture. If you have noticed, you are right we are being very personally in this message.
If you ask, “How can I become Satan’s master again as I was created to be?”  Now, remember the words of Jesus, “Father, them in me and I in you, and we are as one.” (John 17:6-25). Call to Jesus today, and he will help you retake your authority over Satan and his serpent people living amongst us (Luke 10:19). Jesus thanked the Father that spiritual truth was for everyone, not just the elite (Luke 10”17-24). 
Many life’s rewards seem to go to the intelligent, the rich, the initiates, the good looking or the powerful, but the kingdom of God Almighty is equally available to all, regardless of position or abilities. We come to Jesus, not through strength or brain power, but through childlike trust. Jesus is not opposed to engaging in scholarly pursuits; he is opposed to spiritual pride that is, being wise in one’s own eyes. Let us join Jesus in thanking God Almighty that we all have equal access to him. My friends, trust in God Almighty’s grace, not in your personal qualifications, for your citizenship in the Kingdom of heaven (Luke 10:20-24).

The first cycle of Jesus’ mighty deeds presents demonstrations of his power over the works of Satan which are: leprosy, paralysis, fever, and demonic possession. Jesus shows mercy to the marginal people of the society: lepers, Gentiles, servants, the sick, the poor,and the possessed by devils.

The works of Satan are these: Leprosy like AIDS today, was a terrifying disease because there was no known cure. A man is stricken with leprosy by Satan’s agents, and his devils, and Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, I will; be thou clean. And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. Just like sin which is an incurable disease encouraged by Satan, and we all have it. Only Jesus Christ healing touch can miraculously take away our sins and restore us to real living. But first, just like the leper, we must realize our inability to cure ourselves and ask for Jesus’ saving help.

The themes of Jesus authority and power are carried on in the healing of the centurion servant. Here special attention is given to a non-Israelite’s act of faith in Jesus power. The centurion was a Gentile soldier who was stationed at the military garrison in Capernaum. The Gentile centurion’s faith and action are praised as surpassing anything that Jesus has encountered among the Israelites or the chosen people. My friends, the centurion could have let many obstacles stand between him and Jesus: pride, doubt, money, language barrier, distance, time, self-sufficiency, power, nationality. But he didn’t. If he did not let these barriers block his approach to Jesus, you don’t need to either. If we may ask you, what keeps you from Jesus Christ?

In the healing of the Gentile centurion’s servant, we see the fulfillment of Jesus words in John 10:14-18: there are the sheep or the flock that Jesus intends to lead into the good pasture, those he knows by name and who recognize his voice.  These are those he intends to defend against thieves and robbers. These he wishes to join together with all others who, listening to his voice, will come into the one fold. This is in anticipation of the situation after Jesus death and resurrection when the Gentiles will find a place in the Father’s house as children of God Almighty. 

If you ask, “Will the Gentiles be grafted in to join Israel’s religion as it was practiced by the Pharisees in Jesus Day known today as Judaism? Jesus says no. In Matthew chapter 9:16-17, we observe the radical newness of Jesus ‘message and the incompatibility between his message and the old forms of piety or religion are brought out by means of the images of the new cloth and the new wine.

In Jesus’ time, the wine was not kept in glass bottles but in goatskins sewn around the edges to form watertight bags. The new wine expanded as it fermented, stretching its wineskin. After the wine had aged, the stretching skin would burst if more new wine was poured into it. New wine, therefore, was always put into new wineskins. In other words, Jesus did not come to “patch up” or to join the old religious system of Judaism with its rules and traditions of the elders. He came to bring in something new that has nothing to do with the old and corrupted system of the Pharisees. Although his coming had been prophesied for centuries, the new message, the Gospel, said that Jesus Christ, the Son of God Almighty, came to earth to offer all people forgiveness of sins and reconciliation with our Father God Almighty (Deuteronomy 18:18-19).

If you know anything about the religions of our time, the message of Jesus Christ does not fit into the old or the newly concocted fake religions by the children of Satan,and exposes the term Judaea-Christian as an oxymoron. The Gospel of Jesus needed a fresh start. The message will always remain “new” because it must be accepted and applied in every generation. In following Jesus Christ, we must be prepared for new ways to live in truth, new ways to look at people, and new ways to serve.

14-17. We observe here that in these healing activities Jesus brings to fulfillment the prophecy of Isaiah 53:4-5. This quotation not only carries on the theme of Jesus as fulfilling the Old Testament but also serves to identify Jesus as the Suffering Servant of God Almighty. Peter’s mother-in-law gives us a beautiful example to follow. Her response to Jesus’ touch was to “minister unto them”, that is, to serve Jesus and his disciples immediately. My friends, there must have been a time when God Almighty helped you through a dangerous or difficult situation. If so, you should ask, “How can I express my gratitude to Him? If you have accepted Jesus Christ into your life, you now have all the promised rewards of his Kingdom, and you should look for ways to serve him and his followers now.

18-22. Once again Jesus addresses the demands of discipleship. In the first instance, a scribe addresses Jesus as “Teacher” and offers to follow him anywhere, only to be warned that Jesus the Son of Man gives no guarantee of material security. If you are a true Christian, you may have noticed that following Jesus Christ costs you popularity, friendships, leisure time, or treasured habits. But while the cost of following Jesus is high, the value of being Jesus Christ’s disciple is even higher. 

In the second instance, a “disciple” requests permission to attend to the burial of his father (1 Kings19:20), but Jesus demands that he choose between discipleship and family obligation. This is how loud and clear Jesus is in making the point that the call to follow Jesus supersedes all other obligations and that it may even involve cutting family ties. My friends, such sayings of Jesus are designed to force you to reflect on the seriousness and significance of discipleship. Their extreme character creates a tension that can only be resolved by accepting the call.

23-27. The second cycle of Jesus’ mighty acts reveals his power over the sea, the demons, and sin. The disciples had not foolishly set out in a storm. They had been caught with a warning, and their danger was great. Although the disciples had witnessed many miracles of Jesus, and yet they panicked in the storm like most Christian would do today because they probably did not know Jesus could control the forces of nature, or they lacked the faith to understand that with Jesus in the boat they are protected. The lesson herefor us to learn and to apply when inneed, is that if Jesus’ Power that calmed this storm is in us, it can also help us deal with the problems we face. Jesus is willing to help if we will only ask him. We should never discount his power even in terrible times, and he is always on time.

28-34. Here in the country of the Gergesenes, Jesus’ act of power concerns two men possessed by demons who addressed Jesus as the Son of God Almighty and complained that they should not be disturbed in their hellish works until the coming of His Kingdom. “Before the time,” meaning the demons spirits knew of the return of Jesus and the Judgment Day when they will be cast into the Lake of Fire to be tormented forever.  The demons requested that Jesus send them into the herd of swine, that is, into unclean animals as described in Leviticus (11: 7), and their request was granted by Jesus. The focus of this account is the dialogue between Jesus and the demons and his display of power over them.

The devils' action proves their destructive intent wherever they are allowed to habitat. If they could not destroy the men yet because of the evil they do using their bodies, they certainly destroyed the pigs by drowning them. Jesus’ action, by contrast, shows the value he places on each human life. 
The demon gods were afraid of Jesus and they made the people of that city to asked Jesus to leave. Again, unlike their own pagan demon gods who do their evil biddings, Jesus could not be contained, controlled, or appeased. Also, they were upset for losing a herd of pigs more than they were glad about the deliverance of the devil possessed men of their city. As true Christian, we must never be concerned about property and programs than people? Human beings are created in God Almighty’s image and have eternal value. How foolish and yet how easy it is to value possessions more.
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