Sabbath Day Sermon of June 17, 2017.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

How to Remain Faithful to Jesus Christ
Colossians Chapter 2

In this letter to the Colossian Christians, Paul addressed the congregation directly to prevent the congregation from being deceived by false teaching. At the same time, Paul is encouraged by their good order and the steadfastness of their faith in Jesus Christ. The phrase “absent in the flesh, am with you in spirit points to the unity of Christians in the body of Jesus Christ, the Church.

The purpose of Paul’s letter was to admonish the Colossian Congregation to lead lives in accord with the Lord Jesus Christ whom they have come to know through his teaching of the true Gospel. The true Christians are to have their roots in Jesus Christ, building on the true Gospel Foundation, growing stronger in faith just as it was taught to them, and abounding in thanksgiving. Paul uses the illustration of Christians being rooted in Jesus Christ. As plants draw nourishment from the soil through their roots, we are to draw our life-giving strength from Jesus Christ. The more we draw our life from him, the less we will be fooled by those who falsely claim to have life’s answers.
Paul warns the Christian to be on their guard against anyone who seeks to captivate them by a false wisdom and empty deceit proceeding from human tradition, a wisdom based on cosmic elements instead of Jesus Christ. Thus Paul writes against any philosophy of life-based only on human ideas and experiences. He condemns teachings that credits humanity, not Jesus Christ, with being the answer to life’s problems. That approach becomes a false religion. The way to resist heresy is not to quit using your mind, but to study the Word of God and keep your eyes on Jesus Christ. 
9-15. Again Paul speaks of who Jesus Christ is. “All the fulness of the Godhead bodily” means in Jesus Christ there is all of God in a human body. This is according to Genesis chapter 1 where God begins the account of his creation with Jesus as the head of the house of God, which is everything that was created. If you ask, “If Jesus is the head of the house of God, what is God Almighty?” According to Genesis 1, God Almighty is the strength of the house, while the Son is the head of the family created by God. Thus, Jesus is not only equal with God Almighty, he is God (John 10:30, 38; 12:45; 14:1-11).  Jesus not only reflects God, but he reveals God to us. He came from heaven, not from the dust of the ground, (1 Corinthians 15:47), and he is Lord of all (Romans 9:5; 10:11-13; Revelation 1:5; 12:14). Jesus is completely holy (Hebrews 7:26-28; 1 Peter 1:19; 2:22; 1 John 3:5), and he has the authority to judge the world (Romans 2:16; 2 Corinthians 5:10; 2 Timothy 4:1). Therefore, Jesus is supreme over all creation, including the spirit world.

When we know and follow Jesus, we do not need to seek God by means of other religions, cults, or unbiblical philosophies as many who call themselves Christians seem to want to do today, by having one leg in the Church and the other in the house of Ekron. Jesus Christ alone holds the answers to the true meaning of life because Jesus is life. He is the unique source of knowledge and power for the Christian life. A True Christian needs nothing more in addition to what Jesus has provided to be saved. True Christians are complete in Jesus Christ.

In the Old Testament, circumcision mark identified those who claimed to believe in God Almighty and his Law. But with the death of Jesus Christ, circumcision is no longer the only way one identifies himself or herself with God Almighty. Now our commitment to God Almighty as his people is written on our souls, not on our bodies. Jesus sets us free from our evil desires, by a spiritual operation, not a bodily one. In Baptism, we let God operate on our souls to remove the old nature and give us a new nature. No doubt, circumcision of the heart must take precedence in one’s journey back home to God Almighty. If the opportunity is there that there is enough water, the believer should be co-buried with Jesus in baptism, that is, baptism by emersion. In baptism, we die with Jesus Christ and are raised with him. When a person becomes a Christian, he or she is given a new life through the power of the Holy Spirit who is given according to John 15:15-17.

16-19. Here Paul was concerned with practical things, the infiltration of the church by misguided men and women with hard and with reality, with politics one could say. He finds the church assailed and assaulted by every war-machine at the disposal of the “World Systems.” He encourages the faithful, saying “Do not be dissuaded, stand fast, Jesus is your head and you are in Him, protected and safe in Him, in God Almighty; feast on your Sabbaths.
Let no man beguile you of your reward in Jesus Christ, through false pretexts of gentleness, humility which leads to the false worship of angels, pagan deities, idols, images and veneration of the images of dead men and women, especially, their so-called saints. Things that have not and will never be proven, but are vainly puffed up doctrines of devils emanating from their twisted and occult deranged minds in their worship of the dead; who teach not that Jesus is the Head. Paul encourages all Christians to hold fast to the Head, Jesus Christ from which all the body, the House of God by joints and bands of means and help, are knit together and being one in Him; increases with the increase of God Almighty.

Paul comforts them with the news that we need not fear the condemnation or judgment of the world systems, principalities, and power, who persecute us by law” annulling the subpoena against us, which was contrary to us, unless we stop feasting our Sabbaths and start observing the Luciferian Sun worship day, and accept the whole system of ecumenism of “Wisdom and Philosophy of the New World Order.”
Reading Genesis chapter 1 in Hebrew makes you wonder why a Jew who speaks Hebrew language does not believe in Jesus Christ, when the beginning of that chapter speaks about the Father as the strength of the house while the Son is the head of the House. Again if the Muslim will read sura 10:94 in his Quran, he would come to know that God Almighty does have a Son who is the head of the House he created for his children.
If you ask, “How can we guard against man-made religions, also known as the commandments and doctrines of men?” You can start by asking these questions of any religious group: Does it use vain repetitions in prayer? Does it stress man-made rules and taboos rather than God’s grace? Does it foster a critical spirit toward others, or does it exercise discipline discreetly and lovingly? Does it elevate self-righteousness, honoring those who keep the rules, rather than elevating Jesus Christ? Does it neglect Jesus Christ’s universal church claiming to be an elite group? Does it teach humility of the body as a means to spiritual growth rather than focusing on the growth of the whole person? Does it disregard the family rather than holding it in high regard as the Bible does?
The false Cabbalist teachers claimed that God Almighty was remote and could be approached only through various levels of angels. They taught that people have to worship angels in order, eventually, to reach God Almighty. This is unscriptural; the Bible teaches that angels are inferior to God, and it forbids worshipping them (Exodus 20:3, 4; Revelation 19:9, 10; 22:8, 9). The fundamental problem with false teachers was and still is that they are not connected with Jesus, who is the Head of God’s House which is the body of believers. If they had been joined to Jesus, they could not have been teaching false doctrine or live immorally. Anyone who teaches about God Almighty without being connected to him by faith speaks falsely about Him.
If the Christian Congregation has died together with Jesus Christ and has thereby shared in his Victory over the cosmic elements, then it makes no sense for them to follow regulations which serve these elements and to live as though Jesus has not conquered. That would be giving up the freedom of Jesus Christ to become servile to merely human prescriptions and teachings. These rules and doctrines by the false teachers may appear to the trappings of wisdom but are really only a show. Pious religiosity, humility, and bodily asceticism as the monks do, are expressions of human pride, when Jesus Christ, the source of true wisdom, is not accepted for who he really is.
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