Sabbath Day Sermon of June 15, 2019
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop
Which Is It For You?
Ezekiel Chapter 20
My friends, which is it for you, is it what your eyes see in the world that interests you, or is it what God Almighty would want you to see in His Word.Yet again we ask, which of these two things do you see,or would you rather see, is it the abominations of the world or Jesus who is the Word of God Almighty (John 1:1, 14).  God Almighty has commanded that everyone cast away the abominations of his or her eyes, and defile not yourselves with the idols, and the god of this world.
Here in the book of Ezekiel, the Lord God Almighty presents us with a panoramic view of Israel’s infidelity and rebellion. To be called Israel, means that they must have entered into the covenant of the LORD as his people, just as we have as Christians when we accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. We are called Christians because we are in covenant with God Almighty through Jesus Christ. The emphasis in this study is upon God Almighty’s attempts to bring his people, and that includes you, back to himself and his mercy on his constantly rebellious and disobedient people as most of us have been in many ways.
The message of God Almighty has always been very clear that the people alone are responsible for the troubles and judgments they have experienced.  That is, as you make your bed so you lie on it. Those who continue to rebel, God Almighty will “purge out” (Ezekiel 20:38), while he promises to bring the faithful into the Promised Land for which “I lifted up mine hand to give to your fathers (20:42). The reason: that ye shall know that I am the LORD.”
To the Christians in America no matter how you ended up here, may we ask how your relationship with God Almighty is going since you arrived in the United States. If you are a natural born of the United State, we don’t have to ask, for we are aware of the bombardments and the experiments you have been subjected to growing up not knowing what is truth, or where to find the truth of God Almighty. 
To all the Christians living in America whether you were born in the America or not, here is today’s food for thought: What would God Almighty say to you today if you were to inquire of Him to know how you are doing as a Christian? Would God Almighty question whether you should be permitted to seek his oracle or come before him? Would God Almighty instead of permitting you to speak before Him, charge you with a jarring historical retrospective that underscores your sinfulness even as a Christian you claim? Would God Almighty charge you with profaning his name for worshiping idols? 
My friends, think back, can you take delight in the way you have been living as a Christian, or have you come to believe there are things you do, although contrary to His Word that wouldnot matter to God Almighty, because of the societal change?Do you also believe that based on your situation or the circumstance at any given time in which you find yourself, that there are commands in the Word of God Almighty that are too old that God Almighty would not mind if you don’t obey them? How much of the way of the heathen have you unlearned since becoming a Christian? (Jeremiah 10: 1-3; Deuteronomy 22:5).
If you canbe honest with yourself, has it been any time that you are in right relationship with God Almighty? Has there been a change in your life from when you were in Babylon, or do you still think, love, act, and cherish the Babylonian way of life than the Christian way? Has syncretism or the combination of different forms of believes caused a strain in your relationship with God Almighty (Hosea 2). Can you tell if it is your faithfulness to Jesus Christ that is keeping you afloat, or simply that God Almighty has extended mercy to you, not for your own sake, but for the sake of the holiness of His divine name. For mercy and deliverance are inextricably bound to God Almighty’s holiness, reputation, and character in the world as his witness for the judgment day (Deuteronomy 31:15-26).
In the case of the Israelites, we see that at the conclusion of the historical account given by Ezekiel, God Almighty refuses an oracle or to speak to the idolatrous elders of Israel. In the course of the historical recitation, Ezekiel speaks of the statues given by God Almighty that were “not good”, that is laws that contributed to the defilement of those who sacrifice their first born to Baal. In our time, the first born are being sacrificed in the abortion chambers in America and around the world financed by the United States, especially, during Obama’s administration. 
In other words, the Law, more ordinarily understood as a light of guidance, is here a cause for stumbling.  God Almighty now deals perversely with this rebellious people as a mysterious, incomprehensible judge. At the beginning of Israel’s history God Almighty clearly warned the people about the consequences of disobedience, and this warning still stands today according to Jesus (Matthew 5:17-19; Deuteronomy 28:15). 
When the people disobeyed, God Almighty let them experience those devastating consequences to make them aware of the seriousness of their sins. My friends, if you chose to live for yourself alone, apart from God Almighty, I promise you that you can expect similar destructive consequences. However, even through such consequences, God Almighty may be calling you to come back home to Him your Father. We pray that if and when the day of your visitation comes, that your misfortunes bring you to your senses and to the merciful Father God Almighty before it is too late. It will be too late for you when you stop breathing. Remember the Bible speaks of hell, there is no purgatory, and no one gets out of hell no matter how much money your relativesare willing give to your church. Again, prayers do not work in hell, and it is a waste of time praying to or for the dead (Mark 12:27).
If you ask, “What is Idolatry” It is paganism, that is, a way of life without God Almighty and his Son Jesus Christ. Idolaters are ungodly people who do not behave according to God Almighty’s plan, which is plain as day to everybody in the orderliness of creation. Our definition here is rooted in the concept of God Almighty as holy and its logical consequences; all God Almighty’s creation should be holy too(Leviticus 11:44, 45; 20:7; 1 Peter 1:16; 1 Corinthians 7:2).
Holiness means wholeness, wellness, and personal integrity. Now the idolatrous pagans certainly know what wholeness, wellness, and integrity in human life mean, but they have chosen the opposite. They have substituted parts of God Almighty’s creation for God Almighty himself; this disregards the wholeness and completeness of God Almighty. Further evidence of the distortion is to be found in their sexual conduct. As it is clear in the Leviticus chapters’ 11-15; 18-20 rules regarding purity, holiness, wholeness, the humanbody is a symbol of the social religious body or community. These rules seek to protect body boundaries which is the temple of God Almighty (1 Corinthians 6:15-20).
20-24. The Sabbath instituted by God Almighty at Creation, was entrusted to Israel and to the Christians through Abraham’s seed, Jesus Christ, as a sign that God Almighty had created and redeemed us (Exodus 20:8-11; 31:13-17; Deuteronomy 5:12-15). This day of rest was a gift from a loving God Almighty and Father, not a difficult obligation. But the people of God Almighty and many who claim to be have repeatedly from generation to generation desecrated the Sabbath of LORD. The Sabbath was meant to be a reminder that we are God Almighty’s special people, but the majority of the Christian world have ignored this command. Instead they have accepted the devils concocted lie and changed the Lord’s Day to Sun-day, and think that they can fulfill God Almighty’s purpose in it.
But to fulfill God Almighty’s purpose for the day of rest, it must be observed on the Seventh Day, not on the first day as the heathens do, for God Almighty has not commanded Sun-day rest and worship. God Almighty created the seventh day worship, and it is an appointed day, an appointment day with the LORD that must be kept or you are profaning the name of God Almighty if you are observing any other day.By observing the sun-day on which the pagan world worship the sun, makes one an idolater (Exodus 20:8-21). This act of sun-day observance translates to ungodliness and hatred for God Almighty (Exodus 20:3-6).
God Almighty having loosed our bonds from sin and saved us, He has bound us to obey him (Psalm 116:16). The first four of the Ten Commandments,commonly known as the first table concern our duty to God Almighty. It was fit that those should be put first, because man had a Maker to love before he had a neighbor to love; and justice and charity are acceptable acts of obedience to God Almighty only when they flow from the principles of piety or holiness. 
Who among would expect that a man or woman should be true to his brother or sister who is false to God Almighty. Now as Christians, our duty to God Almighty is, in one word, to worship him, that is, to give to him the glory due to his name; the inward worship of our affections, the outward worship of solemn address and attendance. This is the sum and substance of the everlasting Gospel (Revelation 14:7), Worship God Almighty and you will enjoy life in abundance.
The first commandment concerns the object of our worship, Jehovah, and him only: “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” The Egyptians, and other neighboring nations, had and still have many gods, the creatures of their own fancy, strange gods, new gods; this law was prefixed because of that transgression. Jehovah being the God of all believers in Him, we must entirely cleave to him, and not to any other, either of our own invention or borrowed from our neighbors (Leviticus 18:1-5). This was the sin the Israelites were into, and ourselves are most in danger of now that the world is so overspread with polytheism, which yet could not be rooted out effectually but by the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
The sin against this commandment which we are most in danger of is giving the glory and honor to any creature which are due to God Almighty only. Pride makes a god of self, covetousness makes a god of money, sensuality makes a god of the belly; whatever is esteemed or loved, feared or served, delighted in or depended on, more than God Almighty,in effect becomes a god to you. 
This prohibition includes a precept which is the foundation of the whole law, that we take the LORD for our God the Father, acknowledge that he is God Almighty, accept him for ourselves, adore him with admiration and humble reverence, and set our affections entirely upon him. These commands still stand: (1.) That we cannot have any other god but He will certainly know it. There is none besides him but what is before Him. Idolaters covet secrecy; but God Almighty will search this out? (2.) That it is very provoking to God Almighty; it is a sin that dares Him to His face, which he cannot, which he will not, overlook, nor connive (Psalm 44:20, 21).
25-29. If you ask, “Why would God Almighty give them laws that weren’t good? My friends, when the corruptions of the visible church are such as we see today, and so provoking, that we have reason to fear its total extirpation or destroyed completely, yet then we may be confident of this, to our comfort, that God Almighty will secure his own honor, by making good his purpose, that while the world stands he will have a true Church in it.
 The judgments of God Almighty upon them for their rebellion, was that they would notregard the statutes and judgments by which God prescribed them their duty, but despised them. Therefore, God Almighty gave them statutes and judgments which were not good, and by which they should not live. By this we may understand the several ways by which God Almighty punished them while they were in the wilderness—the plague that broke in upon them, the fiery serpent, and the like—which, in allusion to the law they had broken, are called judgments, because they were inflicted by the justice of God almighty, and statutes. He gave orders concerning them and commanded desolations as sometimes he had commanded deliverances, and appointed Israel’s plagues as he had done the plagues of Egypt. 
When God Almighty said, I will consume them in a moment (Numbers 16:21), when he said, Take the heads of the people and hang them up (Numbers 25:4), when he threatened them with the curse and obliged them to say Amen to every curse (Deuteronomy 27:28 ), then he gave them judgments by which they should not live.
 More is implied than is expressed; they were judgments by which they should die. Those that will not be bound by the precepts of the law shall be bound by the sentence of it; for one way or other the word of God Almighty will take hold of  all people(Zechariah 1:6). 
Spiritual judgments are the most dreadful; and these God Almighty will use to punish those who rebel against him. So, if you are in disobedience against God Almighty, doing things your way, and everything is still going well for you, now understand that it does not mean you are getting away with it. It is just that your cup is not full yet (Psalm 60:3; 75:8; Isaiah 51:17, 22; Jeremiah 25:15-38). 
The statutes and judgments which the heathen observed in the worship of their idols are not good. In practicing them they could not live, having been already condemned;God gave them up to suffer in their self-imprisonment. He made their sin to be their punishmentor prison (John 3:18). In other words, God Almighty gave them up to a reprobate mind, as he did the heathen idolaters (Romans 1:24-26). God Almighty gave them up to their own heart’s lusts (Psalm 81:12). He punished them for those superstitious customs which were against the written law by giving them up to those which were against the very light and law of nature. God Almighty left them to themselves to be guilty of the most impure idolatries, as in the worship of Baal-peor the god of LGBT.
God Almightyallowed them to be polluted by their own choosing, that is, they became polluted in their own gifts and of the most barbarous idolatries, as in the worship of Moloch, the god of the New World Order. They cause their children, especially their first-born, which is holy to God Almighty, to pass through the fire, to be sacrificed to their idols, and in the abortion chambers in America and in the nations of the world. This was allowed to make them desolate, and to be a great weakening to their families and a diminution of the honor and strength of their nation.
Observe here that although God Almighty is not the author of sin, but sometimes he allows sin to be its own punishment.Therefore, God Almighty may punish sinners by giving them up to their own vile appetites and passions.
30-39. As water containing contaminants even in small amounts, is polluted, likewise, your life will be polluted when you accept the contaminants of this world, that is, immoral values or take pleasure in those who are contaminated and are spreading pollution (Romans 1:32). If you love money, you become greedy. If you lust, you become sexually immoral. As a Christian, keeping yourself pure in a polluted world is difficult, to say the least. But thank God Almighty for the power of the Holy Spirit he has bestowed on his people for overcoming the world. My friends, fill your hearts with God Almighty’s Holy Spirit, and you will leave no room for satan’spollution (Titus 1:15).
When the children of Israel refused to enter the Promised Land by murmuring against God Almighty, God Almighty chose to purify his people by forcing them to wander in the wilderness until that entire generation who would not obey God Almighty’s commandment not to worship idols died off (Numbers 14:26-34). Here he promises to purge his people of its rebellious people in their midst again as they cross the vast wilderness from their captivity inBabylon. Only those who faithfullyfollowed God Almighty would be able to return to the Promise Landor inherit eternal life. In our time, God Almighty has also promised to purge His Church, and again, only those that will remain faithful to Him will be spared to enter into the Kingdom of heaven. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]If you ask, “What was the purpose of Israel’s wandering in the wilderness for forty years? The purpose of the wilderness judgment was to purge all those who worshiped idols in any form. In our time, God Almighty is using pestilence, plagues and people’s sinful lifestyles to punish and to purge them. If you ask, “How do we know God Almighty is already judging this generation? For example, the statistics show that the first group of people who started the gay movement and practiced the homosexuality have all died off. This information came from one of the original members of the LGBT Baal Peor community who almost died from one of the gay community plagues but was healed and saved by Jesus Christ when he called upon Him from his death bed. He is now a born again Christian.
Finally, my friends, your decision to ask Jesus to be your personal Savior, and then allow Him to be your Lord – DAILY … is the most important decision you’ll ever make. This you must do right away and NOW! The second most important thing youcan do it to work with Jesus Christ to help reach lost souls and bring them home to our Father in heaven.
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