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The Task of Conquering Your Jericho Looms Before You

Joshua Chapter 6

In the 5th chapter of Joshua God says to Joshua “today have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt off you,” that is, the stigma of having been a slave people in Egypt; God declares Israel a free nation.  The place where God made this statement to the children of Israel was called Gilgal. The children of Israel camped there in the first month of the year, and kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of the month at even in the plains of Jericho. The next day, that is, the fifteenth day of the month of Abib they ate of the old corn of the land, in celebration of the Feast of the unleavened bread, cakes and parched corn or roasted grain on the same day. Right after that the manna ceased, and they ate manna no more; they started eating the fruit of the land of Canaan that year. In other words, they made entry into the land of Canaan and from that moment were sustained of the fruits and crops of the land they were to possess.
If you have been following the trend of how God works, you will notice that on every first month of God’s calendar year, he will perform some spectacular wonders for his people. On the first month of the year was Israel delivered from Egypt. “And when I see the blood I will pass over you” (Exodus 12:13). This blood symbolized the Blood the holy Lamb of God will have to offer for the sin of the whole world (John 3:16), and this was happen in the month Abib as has been recorded in the New Testament.  In Joshua chapter 5 we noted the command in verse 15 to Joshua to “Loose thy shoe.” The command for Joshua by the captain of the Lord’s host to remove his shoe was practically identical to the command Moses received at the burning bush before he was sent to bring forth the host of Israel out of Egypt (Exodus 3:1-6). Joshua was confronted with the living God, just as Moses had been (Exodus 33:9-11).
Crossing the Jordan marked the beginning step in the fulfillment of God’s promise to give his people the land of Canaan. Immediately the task of conquering Jericho loomed before them. The Lord appeared reminding Joshua that God himself was in charge and the presence of the holy Almighty God assured victory. The plan for Jericho’s capture was a test of Israel’s zeal for the Lord and seems to have been designed to instill the lesson that submission to God’s directions was key to victory. How different Israel’s history would have been if they had continued to carry out God’s plans full and zealously. God calls us to the same level of obedience today. If I may ask, what is your plan to conquer the Jericho in your life? Would you lead the battle or would you rather let God lead the way to your  victory?
We have here a contest between God and the men of Jericho, and their different resolutions, upon which it is easy to say whose word shall prevail. Jericho resolves Israel shall not be the victor. It was straightly shut up, because of the children of Israel. It did shut up, and it was shut up; it did shut up itself, being strongly fortified both by art and nature, and it was shut up by the obstinacy and resolution of the inhabitants, who agreed never to surrender nor so much as sound a parley; none went out as deserters or to treat of peace, nor were any admitted in to offer peace. Thus were they infatuated, and their hearts hardened to their own destruction—the miserable case and character of all those that strengthen themselves against the Almighty God (Job 15:25). 
My friends, are you today in a situation where your opponents have dug in, and would not budge? Do you have a plan? The plan to have against any opposing force is to call upon the name of the Lord. If you wonder how this will work, it is simple to do. You call upon the Lord and he will come to your aid. Again, that is the proper definition of faith which is the substance of things you hoped for, the evidence of things that will be happening in your favor that you may not be able to see with your naked eyes. But the Lord will answer you and will do what you asked of him that all may know that he is your God and that he is most powerful and that he will do all things to them who trust in him.

In the contest between Israel and Jericho, God resolves in favor of Israel, and that Israel shall be Jericho’s master, and that quickly, the captain of the Lord’s host, here called Jehovah, taking notice how strongly Jericho was fortified and how strictly guarded, and knowing Joshua’s thoughts and cares about reducing it, and perhaps his fears of a disgrace there and of stumbling at the threshold, gave him all the assurance he could desire of success. “I have given into thy hand Jericho.” Not, "I will do it, but, I have done it; it is all thy own, as sure as if it were already in thy possession.’’ It was designed that this city, being the first-fruits of Canaan, should be entirely devoted to God, and that neither Joshua nor Israel should ever be one mite the richer for it, and yet it is here said to be given into their hand; for we must reckon that most our own which we have an opportunity of honoring God with and employing in his service. The captain of the Lord’s host gives directions how the city should be besieged. No trenches are to be opened, no digging in, no batteries erected, nor battering rams drawn up, nor any military preparations made; but the ark of God must be carried by the priests round the city walls  once a day for six days together, and seven times the seventh day, attended by the men of war in silence, the priests all the while blowing with trumpets of rams’ horns. This was all they were to do.  The Lord assures them that on the seventh day before night they should, without fail, be masters of the town. Upon a signal given, they must all shout, and immediately the wall should fall down, which would not only expose the inhabitants, but so dispirit them that they would not be able to make any resistance. God appointed this way.
Seven priests went immediately before the ark, having trumpets in their hands, with which they were continually sounding. The priests were God’s ministers, and thus in his name. They proclaimed war with the Canaanites, and so stuck a terror upon them; for by terrors upon their spirits they were to be conquered and subdued. Thus God’s ministers, by the solemn declarations of his wrath against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, must blow the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in the holy mountain, that the sinners in Zion may be afraid. They are God’s heralds to denounce war against all those that go on still in their trespasses, but say, "We shall have peace, though we go on.’’  They proclaimed God’s gracious presence with Israel, and so put life and courage into them. It was appointed that when they went to war the priests should encourage them with the assurance of God’s presence with them, (Deuteronomy 20:2-4). And particularly their blowing with trumpets was to be a sign to the people that they should be remembered before the Lord Their God in the day of battle (Numbers 10:9). It encouraged Abuja, (2 Chronicles 13:12). 
Thus God’s ministers, by sounding the Jubilee trumpet of the everlasting Gospel of Jesus Christ, which proclaims liberty and victory, must encourage the good soldiers of Jesus Christ in their spiritual warfare. The trumpets they used were not those silver trumpets which were appointed to be made for their ordinary service, but trumpets of rams’ horns, bored hollow for the purpose. These trumpets were of the basest matter, dullest sound, and least show, that the Excellency of the power might be of God. Thus by the foolishness of preaching, fitly compared to the sounding of these rams’ horns, the devil’s kingdom is thrown down; and the weapons of our warfare, though they are not carnal nor seem to a carnal eye likely to bring anything to pass, are yet mighty through God to the pulling down of strong-holds (2 Corinthians 10:4, 5). The word here is trumpets of Jobel, that is, such trumpets as they used to blow together in the year of jubilee as signifying the complete liberty to which Israel was now brought, and the bringing of the land of Canaan into the hands of its just and rightful owners. All the people were commanded to be silent, not to speak a word, nor make any noise, that they might the more carefully attend to the sound of the sacred trumpets, which they were now to look upon as the voice of God among them; and it does not become us to speak when God is speaking. It likewise intimates their reverent expectation of the event (Zechariah 2:13). Be silent, O all flesh, before the Lord (Exodus 14:14). God shall fight, and you shall hold your peace.  They were to do this once a day for six days together and seven times the seventh day, and they did so. God could have caused the walls of Jericho to fall upon the first surrounding of them, but they must go round them thirteen times before they fall, that they might be kept waiting patiently for the Lord.
They continued to do this during the time appointed, and seven times the seventh day, though they saw not any effect of it, believing that at the end the vision would speak and not lie (Habakkuk. 2:3). If we persevere in the way of duty, we shall lose nothing by it in the long run. It is probable they walked at such a distance from the walls as to be out of the reach of the enemies’ arrows and out of the hearing of their scoffs. We may suppose the oddness of the thing did at first amuse the besieged, but by the seventh day they had grown secure, feeling no harm from that which perhaps they looked upon as an foolishness. Probably they bantered the besiegers, as those mentioned in (Nehemiah 4:2), "What do these feeble Israelites? Is this the people we thought so formidable? Are these their methods of attack?’’ Thus they cried peace and safety, that the destruction might be the more terrible when it came. 
Wicked men think God in jest when he is preparing for their judgment; but they will be convinced of their mistake when it is too late. At last they were to give a shout, and did so, and immediately the walls fell. This was a shout for mastery, a triumphant shout; the shout of a king is among them, (Numbers 23:21). This was a shout of faith; they believed that the walls of Jericho would fall, and by this faith the walls were thrown down. It was a shot of prayer, an echo to the sound of the trumpets which proclaimed the promise that God would remember them; with one accord, as one man, they cry to heaven for help, and help comes in. Some allude to this to show that we must never expect a complete victory over our own corruptions till the very evening of our last day, and then we shall shout in triumph over them, when we come to the number and measure of our perfection. A good heart  groans under the sense of his infirmities, fain would be rid of them, and strives and prays, but, when all is done, until the end of the seventh day it cannot be; then judgment shall be brought forth unto victory. And at the end of time, when our Lord shall descend from heaven with a shout, and the sound of a trumpet, Satan’s kingdom shall be completely ruined, and not till then, when all opposing rule, principality, and power, shall be effectually and eternally put down.
The God of heaven easily can, and certainly will, break down all the opposing power of his and his Church’s enemies. Gates of brass and bars of iron are, before him, but as straw and rotten wood, (Isaiah 45:1

 HYPERLINK "http://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/45-2.html" , 2). Who will bring me into the strong city? Wilt not thou, O God? (Psalm 60:9, 10). Thus shall Satan’s kingdom fall, nor shall any prosper that harden themselves against God. The execution of the orders given concerning this devoted city. All that breathed were put to the sword; not only the men that were found in arms, but the women, and children, and old people. Though they cried for quarter, and begged ever so earnestly for their lives, there was no room for compassion, pity must be forgotten: they utterly destroyed all. If they had not had a divine warrant under the seal of miracles for this execution, it could not have been justified, nor can it justify the like now, when we are sure no such warrant can be produced. But, being appointed by the righteous Judge of heaven and earth to do it, who is not unrighteous in taking vengeance, they are to be applauded in doing it as the faithful ministers of his justice. Work for God was then bloody work in cleaning out sin; and cursed was he that did it deceitfully, keeping back his sword from blood, (Jeremiah 48:10). But the spirit of the gospel is very different, for Jesus Christ came not to destroy men’s lives but to save them, (Luke 9:56). Jesus Christ’s victories were of another nature in which one may chooses to be righteous and another to be unrighteous until the judgment day (Revelations 22:11-13). 
The preservation of Rahab the harlot, or inn-keeper, who perished not with those that believed not (Hebrews 11:31). The public faith was engaged for her safety by the two spies, who acted therein as public persons; and therefore, though the hurry they were in at the taking of the town was no doubt very great, yet Joshua took effectual care for her preservation. The same persons that she had secured were employed to secure her. They were best able to do it who knew her and her house, and they were fittest to do it, that it might appear it was for the sake of her kindness to them that she was thus distinguished and had her life given her for a prey. All her kindred were saved with her; like Noah she believed to the saving of her house; and thus faith in Jesus Christ brings salvation to the house, (Acts. 16:31). Some ask how her house, which is said to have been upon the wall (Joshua 2:15), escaped falling with the wall; we are sure it did escape, for she and her relations were safe in it, either though it joined so near to the wall as to be said to be upon it, yet it was so far off as not to fall either with the wall or under it; or, rather, that part of the wall on which her house stood fell not. Now being preserved alive, she was left for some time without the camp to be purified from the Gentile superstition, which she was to renounce, and to be prepared for her admission as a proselyte. She was in due time incorporated with the church of Israel, and she and her posterity dwelt in Israel, and her family was remarkable long after. We find her the wife of Salmon, prince of Judah, mother of Boaz, and named among the ancestors of our Savior, (Matthew 1:5). Having received Israelites in the name of Israelites, she had an Israelite’s reward.
The desolations of their enemies were witnesses of his favor to them, and would upbraid them with their ingratitude to that God who had done so much for them. The situation of the city was very pleasant, and probably its nearness to Jordan was an advantage to it, which would tempt men to build upon the same spot; but they are here told it is at their peril if they do it. Men build for their posterity, but he that builds Jericho shall have no posterity to enjoy what he builds; his eldest son shall die when he begins the work, and if he take not warning by that stroke to desist, but will go on presumptuously, the finishing of his work shall be attended with the funeral of his youngest, and we must suppose all the rest cut off between. This curse, not being a curse causeless, did come upon that man who long after rebuilt Jericho (1 Kings 16:34 ), but we are not to think it made the place ever the worse when it was built, or brought any hurt to those that inhabited it. We find Jericho afterwards graced with the presence, not only of those two great prophets Elijah and Elisha, but of our blessed Savior himself, (Luke 18:35; 19:1; Matthew 20:29).  It is a dangerous thing to attempt the building up of that which God will have to be destroyed (Malachi 1:4). Lastly, All this magnified Joshua and raised his reputation; it made him not only acceptable to Israel, but formidable to the Canaanites, because it appeared that God was with him of a truth: the Word of the Lord was with him, even Jesus Christ himself, the same that was with Moses. Nothing can more raise a man’s reputation, nor make him appear more truly great, than to have the evidences of God’s presence with him. Joshua’s curse found dramatic fulfillment many centuries later when Hiel of Bethel laid its foundation and rebuilt gates of Jericho at great personal cost (1Kings 16:34).
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