Sabbath Day Sermon of June 13, 2020
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Christians as the Peculiar People of God

Have your drawing pad and pencil 
Titus Chapter 2 [:14]

The word “Peculiar is used in Titus 2:14 where Christians are described as those for whom Jesus Christ gave Himself, that He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify us unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” Today we use the word peculiar sometimes when we speak of something odd or strange. But that is not its use here, because the word is translated from a Greek word which is made up of two words, one which means “around,” as in fenced, and the other which means “to be.” 
It can be described or charted by a house within a fenced wall. This will help us to understand the meaning of the combined word. As the fence is around the house, so God Almighty is around each one of His saints. The saints are all those who have entered into the Christian covenant with Jesus Christ. So the fence monopolizes the house, has the house all to itself. So God Almighty has His own all to Himself. They are His private unique possession. He has reserved them for Himself. We have the same expression in 1 Thessalonians 1:1, “The Church of the Thessalonians in God Almighty” has in it the same idea, for the Greek case is locative of a sphere. That is, it is in the sphere of God Almighty, circumscribed by God Almighty, surrounded by Him.

Christians as the peculiar people of God Almighty are in a place of high privilege. In 1 Peter 2:7, we read, “Unto you who believe, is the preciousness.” That is the preciousness of Jesus Christ is imputed to us. He becomes our preciousness in the eyes of the Father as He becomes our righteousness before the law. The Son dwells in the bosom of the Father, closest to the Father’s affections. This is marvelous grace that we sinners saved by grace are brought into that favored place closest to the Father’s affections. We in Jesus and Jesus in the Father and we as one family (John 17:20-26). The Father loves us as much as He loves His only begotten Son. What a pillow on which to rest our weary hearts when going through a testing time. 
This is also a place of protection. For an illustration, let’s place a second house outside of the fence, and draw an arrow from that house to the house inside the fenced area. Label the house that is outside the fence temptation. Observe that as the arrow cannot reach the house inside the fenced area except it goes through the fence, so no temptation can reach us except it goes through the permissive will of God Almighty first. As we walk in the center of God Almighty’s will, He will not permit the Devil to confront us with temptation too great for us but will provide us with the necessary faith and spiritual strength to overcome it.
My friends, victory is a guaranteed fact when we are in the center of God Almighty’s will. Now let’s make a drawing of another house, and run an arrow to the house inside the fence. Label the house on the outside “a trial or testing time.” As the arrow cannot reach the house inside the fenced area unless it goes through the fence, so no time of testing, no sorrow, can reach the child of God Almighty who dwells in the center of His will unless it comes through the permissive will of God Almighty, and when it reaches us, God Almighty sees to it that all needed grace is given to bear that trial. 
Our Father in heaven is the God Almighty of all grace who comforts us in all our afflictions. And this is what Apostle Paul means in 2 Corinthians 10:13 when he says, “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way of escape, that ye may be able to bear it.”
The Greek word translated “temptation” has two meanings, first, “a time of testing or trial,” second, “a solicitation to do evil.” We are the peculiar people of God Almighty, all His own, closest to His affection, under His protecting care, the recipients of all needed comfort and grace. God Almighty in His wisdom plans the test and limits the test at the same time. God Almighty in His love sends the test and permits the test on what we have learned in His Word. God Almighty in His grace meets the test and overcomes the test or temptation he allows. In His wisdom, He plans and limits. The purpose of Christian suffering is that it is a means whereby sins are put out of our lives and likeness to Jesus Christ produced.
“We must be ground between the millstones of suffering before we can become bread for the hungry multitudes.” In His love, He sends and permits. Christian suffering shows God Almighty’s love for that saint. God Almighty wants him or her more to Himself. In His grace, He meets and overcomes. My friends whatever you are going through today, know that the grace of God Almighty is sufficient to surmount every difficulty, comfort any sorrow, overcome any temptation (1 Corinthians 10:13).
In Galatians 5:16-17, Apostle Paul says that, because of the never-ending war between the flesh and the Holy Spirit for our sakes, the Christian is exhorted to walk in the Spirit which enables us to walk in the center of God Almighty’s will. This is a command to be constantly obeyed. “Be constantly conducting yourselves in the Spirit.” The word “Spirit,” referring to the Holy Spirit, is in the locative of a sphere, and the C Christian could once again be described or charted as a house within a fence around it. The house is ensphered or protected within the fence. 
The exhortation, therefore, is, “Be constantly conducting yourselves in the sphere of the Holy Spirit. ”That is, determine every thought, word, and deed by the leading of the Spirit through the Word of God Almighty, and think every thought, speak every word, and do every deed, in an attitude of entire dependence upon the Holy Spirit’s empowering strength, “Bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Jesus Christ” (I Corinthians 10:15).
If we do this we have God Almighty’s guarantee and promise that we shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. Now the “flesh” refers here to the fallen depraved nature with which we were born, but whose power was broken when we were saved. The word “lust” has changed its meaning. Today it refers to immoral desire. When the Authorized Version of the Bible was translated, it meant what the Greek word means from which it is translated, simply desire. 

The desire may be a good one or a bad one, according to the context. The word in Greek has in this verse a preposition prefixed which intensifies its meaning. It is not only a desire, but it is also a craving. But as we determine our conduct by what the Spirit leads us to do, and yield to Him for the divine strength with which to do it, we have God Almighty’s promise that we will not; there is a double negative in the Greek which strengths the negation, we will not fulfill the craving of the fallen nature.

17-26. In verse seventeen we found how we are delivered from those cravings and the actions which would satisfy those cravings. The fallen nature lusts against the Holy Spirit. The same word for “lust” is used as in the previous verse. The flesh has a strong desire against the Spirit. The word “against” is from a Greek preposition which means “down.” The idea is one of defeat, suppression. One could render the sentence, “The flesh has constantly a strong desire to suppress or defeat the work of the Spirit.” The work of the Holy Spirit in the believer is two-fold, namely, to put sin out of life and to produce His fruit.

The fallen nature has a strong desire to suppress the Holy Spirit in the work of His office. But the Holy Spirit has a strong desire likewise to suppress the fallen nature in its attempt to cause the believer to obey its behests. They are contrary to one another. The words “one another” are a reciprocal pronoun in the Greek. The Spirit and the flesh reciprocate the antagonism each has for the other. The word “contrary,” speaks of a permanent attitude of opposition toward each other on the part of both the flesh and the Spirit. The picture in the Greek word is that of two opposing armies, each digging a system of trenches to hold the land they have and conduct trench warfare. They have dug themselves in for a long-drawn-out contest.
This contest is going on all the time in the heart of every child of God Almighty. It continues unto the death of the believer. The Holy Spirit is the divine provision for victory over sin, “so that ye may not do the contrary things that ye would desire to do.”  Examples of the contrary things of the flesh you must not do are manifest, which are these: “Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings under which comes secular music and entertainments, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.” The part the Christian must play in this trench warfare is found in our previous verse, namely, to be constantly determining his or her every thought, word, and deed by the leading of the Spirit, yielding to Him for the strength to act in the premises. 

As Christians, you are to be constantly conducting yourselves within the sphere of the Holy Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the cravings of the flesh. For the flesh has constantly a strong desire to suppress the Spirit, and the Spirit has as constantly a strong desire to suppress the flesh, and these are entrenched in a permanent attitude of opposition to one another, so that ye may not do the contrary things that ye would desire to do.
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