Sabbath Day Sermon of June 13, 2015
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

What We Should Do On The Sabbath Days

Mark Chapter 3

Here we learn of what distinguishes Christianity from the religions of the world. Christianity was the faith given to Moses by God for the children of Israel, which separates it from all other religions including the religion of the Pharisees today known as Judaism. The faith God gave the children of Israel through Moses was lost by them as Moses had predicted (Deuteronomy 31:27-30), but thank God that he has restored his true faith to us again through the life, death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. Please note that the word Christians was first used in Antioch to mock followers of Jesus, not that they chose to be called so. But today we are happy to be called Christians and to be mocked if you like, for the cause of Jesus Christ. 
We read in this chapter that when it was time to do good on the Sabbath day, the religious leaders of the religion of Phariseesm also known as Judaism watched Jesus to see if he would dare do good, that is, heal the sick on the Sabbath day. Then Jesus went on to point out both why Phariseesm has always been very indifferent about Christianity, and the reason why the roots of Christian is not the same as Judaism as many who lacked the knowledge of the Scripture have been deceived to believe.  Jesus pointed out that true Christianity is the perfected faith of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Moses; saying that if they had believed Moses, they would have had no problems believing him, because he came to restore to Israel the  same message that Moses was given to teach them (John 5:45, 46); which message they had lost. But now it is being restored to them through him with a warning as prophesied by Moses (Deuteronomy 18:19). 

The Scriptures tell us that the faith of Abraham and the promise God made to him was passed on to Isaac and from Isaac to Jacob, therefore one’s claim on Abraham as his or her father does not make the person an Israelite. Again, the common assumption by many that Jesus was a Jew is not true, because Jesus was an Israelite of the tribe of Judah. He was a Judaen and so was the bloodline of King David. Again, we have observed that most people today claim to be children of Abraham, but such claims by anyone or a people that they are children of Abraham do not automatically make them children of God. God has laid it down in his Word who his children are and how to identify them: God says, “For as many as received him [Jesus Christ], to them God gave power to become the sons and daughters of Almighty God, even to them that believe on Jesus name,” who keep his commandments (John 1:1-12; 14:15).  The leaders of the religion of Phariseesm did send their followers to ask John who he was, his testimony is written in John chapter 1:24-36, for those who would dare read the Word of God for themselves to know the truth. John identified Jesus as the Son of God to them.
5-12. Jesus was saddened by the hardness of their hearts, the fact that they would rather do evil thing than do a good thing on the Sabbath day. Again we read that when Jesus chose to do a good thing on the Sabbath day by healing the man that was paralyzed in his arm, the Pharisees did not waste any time to join themselves with the Herodians, people they would have ordinarily considered sinners. The Herodians were members of the political party of the children of Esau also known as Edomites, who with help of Rome has taken over the kingship of Jerusalem. We observe here how this history is repeating itself today in America in that whenever true Christians dare to do good things to obey God, the adherents of the religion of Phariseesm would run to the politicians to create new laws to stop Christians from doing what God has commanded them to do, which is, to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the nations and to all the worlds.
Therefore, true Christianity being the faith God through Moses was delivered to the children of Israel, Peter and John made it clear to the leaders of the religion of Phariseesm, that Christians would rather obey God in all things than obey man made rules (Acts 4:18-20). As Phariseesm was the religion of the Herodians, the political party of the Edomites in Jesus day, so is Freemasonry in America today the religion of most American politicians. According to Albert Pike who was the Supreme Commander of the religion of Freemasonry, in his book Morals and Dogma wrote that “The religion of Freemasonry has Cabbala as its root,” and according to Jewish writers, Cabbala is the soul of Phariseesm or Judaism as it is known today. The Herodian political party hoped to perpetuate Herod the Great’s line to the throne of David. Jesus being from the bloodline of King David was a threat to them as well because he challenged their political ambitions, and they knew he was the Son of David as prophesied in the Scripture. The Pharisees and the Herodians, in the absence of the threat they felt Jesus represented, normally were enemies, but they joined forces against Jesus because he exposed them for what they were.
The Pharisees were a religious group who pretended and still today pretend to zealously follow the Old Testament laws, but their learning interest and practice is based on their own religious traditions found in the Talmud which is their holy book (Matthew 15:3-11). Although they were highly respected in the Judean community who did not know any better, the Pharisees hated Jesus because he challenged their proud attitudes as well as their erroneous teachings and dishonorable motives. 
The leaders of the religion of Phariseesm accused Jesus of breaking their law that prohibited giving medical attention to anyone on the Sabbath Day, when they themselves were breaking the law by plotting murder on the Sabbath Day. Many of the agents of the leaders of Phariseesm who came to Jesus meetings, some were curious, some sought healing, some no doubt came to gather evidence on anything to use against him, and others came to know if he truly was the Messiah. Today many come to Jesus, and they come for the same reasons. My friends make sure you have come to Jesus for the right reasons; if not, it is not too late to do so today before he returns. Then it will be too late as it is for Satan and his fallen angels. Now note that although the unclean spirits knew that Jesus was God’s Son, and it is not that they would not like to be saved, but it is that they could not repent and turn from their evil purposes because of their permanent fallen state of mind and spirit. In other words, knowing about Jesus, or even believing that he is the Son of God, does not make you a child of God nor would that guarantee salvation. Repentance is the key if you are to receive eternal life through Jesus Christ.
12-30. If you ask, why did Jesus charge the unclean spirits not to make him known? Jesus warning to the unclean spirits not to make him known was probably to avoid the reinforcement of an already popular misconception of his mission. The people were at the time looking for a political and military leader who would free them from Rome’s control, but Jesus knew that it was actually the removal of their sin through the Word of God that would free them from Rome’s control. No doubt most of them looked upon Jesus as the Messiah prophesied by the Old Testament who had come to free them from their enslavement under Rome. But the people erred or were mistaken in their thoughts that Jesus even though he was the Messiah that he would politic and would engage in physical battles to free them from Rome’s control. But Jesus did exactly what was prophesied about him in Deuteronomy 18:18; that he would teach the people about the kind of Messiah he really was, who was far different from their expectations. His Kingdom would be spiritual. It would not begin by overthrowing governments, but with overthrowing of sin in the lives of the people’s hearts.
We note in verse 14 that from the hundreds of people that followed Jesus from place to place, he chose only twelve of them to be his regular companions. He did not choose these twelve because of their faith, talents or abilities. From the Scripture we can see that the faith of these twelve faltered, and they represented a wide range of backgrounds and life experiences. However, the one characteristic they all shared was their willingness to follow and obey Jesus. Therefore, there is no reason for you to disqualify yourself from service to Jesus Christ because you think you do not have the expected credentials. You do not have to have taught at Harvard University to be a good teacher for Jesus. A Christian teacher is taught to teach by learning the words of Jesus and by yielding himself or herself to the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Following Jesus in obedience and with a willing heart is what makes one a good disciple not where you obtained your degrees or well you can speak (Luke 9:26; John 15: 1-7). 
Jesus chose twelve disciples, because twelve corresponds to the twelve tribes of Israel (Matthew 12:28), showing the restoration of the faith God through Moses gave to the children of Israel. Many people followed Jesus, but these twelve received the most intense training. They were trained by Jesus so they will continue his work after his ascension. The crowds grew so much each time Jesus was teaching that he did not even take the time to eat. For this reason his friends, probably those who grew up with him in Nazareth came with his family to persuade him to come home, thinking he had gone “over the edge” as a religious fanatic. Although they were concerned for him, but they missed the point of his ministry. As Christians it should not surprise us to learn that those that are closest to us are usually the ones that are slow to understand why we do what we do for the Kingdom of God. In Jesus’ case, his family including his mother and his half brothers and sisters were slow to understand who he was and what he came to do.
The Pharisees could not deny the miracles Jesus performed, and his supernatural power. However, they refused to believe that his power was from God. If they had believed in his miracles, then they would have had to accept him as the Messiah. So in order not to accept him as the Messiah, they deliberately refused to believe in his miracles, and attributed to Satan the miraculous works of Jesus. Their pride and hatred for the truth would not let them believe the gospel message of Jesus. So in other to destroy Jesus popularity among the people, they accused him of having power from Satan. But Jesus’ reply showed that their argument did not make sense. Jesus then went on to warn against attributing to the devil the work of the Holy Spirit, which is as blasphemous as deliberate ongoing rejection of the work of the Holy Spirit, which also is rejection of God himself.
Merriam or Mary was the mother of Jesus. She had five other children after Jesus. Since Joseph was not the father of Jesus, his brethren by Joseph and Mary were his half brothers and sisters. Many who claim to be Christians who do not read their Bibles, but have believed the fable stories taught to them by their Babylonian priests that Jesus was Mary’s only child, thus the infant child that would never grow up, so his mother would remain a virgin forever. Other fabricated stories by Jesus’ enemies include that his brethren were his cousins, or that Joseph was a widower, and these were his children by his first marriage. But as Christians from what we know of our God, and how he does things, we believe that both Joseph and Mary were virgins until after the birth of Jesus; who were assigned the duties of raising Jesus the Son of God on earth. My friends you should know that the story of Jesus’ virgin birth, death and resurrection is well believed by Satan and his fallen angels (James 2:19). But their  beliefs is not enough to save them, because they cannot stop doing evil things, like trying to get you to do things that will get you to end up in the hell fire that was main for Satan also know as Lucifer and his fallen angels because of their sin of rebellion against Almighty God. Remember all sin is rebellion against God Almighty, and it is punishable by death in the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:11-15)
31-35. Here it appears that Jesus’ natural family did not understand his ministry, as can be seen in verse 21. Jesus explained that in our spiritual family, that is, our brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, the relationships are ultimately more important and longer lasting than those formed in our physical families. The Christian family of God Almighty is open and does not exclude anyone who wants to come home to The Father. Although Jesus cared for his mother and brethren, he also cared for all those who loved him. Jesus did not show partiality, he allowed everyone the privilege of obeying God and becoming part of the family of God.
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