Sabbath Day Sermon of June 11, 2016.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Most High’s Feast of Pentecost

Leviticus Chapter 23: 15 -22.

The Most High’s feast of Pentecost is also known as the feast of weeks or feast of harvest. In the New Testament the name derives from the Greek word for “fiftieth,” which is used because the feast occurred fifty days after the feast of unleavened bread. The feast was prophetic, looking to the advent of the Holy Spirit, who came upon the apostolic believers on the fiftieth day after Jesus Christ rose from the dead (Acts 2:11). In the Old Testament the feast celebrated the harvest of fruits of the earth. In Acts chapter 2, the 120 disciples represented the first-fruits of Jesus Christ’s harvest. And the coming of the Holy Spirit represents the first-fruits of believers’ heavenly inheritance (Romans 8:23; 11:16; James 1:18).
The Feast of the First fruits required that the first crops harvested be offered to the Most High. The Israelites could not eat the food from their harvest until they had made this offering. Today the Most High still expects us to set aside his portion first, not last. Giving leftovers to the Most High God is no way to express thanks. The Feast of Pentecost held 50 days after the Passover Feast is one of the three major annual feasts of the Most High God when all males must appear before the Most High God in the place which he shall choose (Deuteronomy 16:16), a feast of thanksgiving for the harvested crops. At these feasts, each participant was encouraged to give what he could in proportion to what God had given him. The Most High God does not expect us to give more than we can, but we are blessed when we are able to give cheerfully.

At the Passover the children of Israel ate unleavened bread, because it was in remembrance of the bread they ate when they came out of Egypt, which was unleavened; but now at Pentecost it was leavened, because it was an acknowledgment of God’s goodness to them in their ordinary food, which was leavened. With that sheaf of first-fruits they offered only one lamb for a burnt-offering, but with these loaves of first-fruits they offered seven lambs, two rams, and one bullock, all for a burnt-offering, so giving glory to God, as the Lord of their land and the Lord of their harvest, by whose favor they lived and to whose praise they ought to live. They offered likewise a kid for a sin-offering, so taking shame to themselves as unworthy of the bread they ate, and imploring pardon for their sins, by which they had forfeited their harvest-mercies, and which they had been guilty of in the receiving of them. And lastly, two lambs for a sacrifice of peace-offerings, to beg a blessing upon the corn they had gathered in, which would be neither sure nor sweet to them without that blessing (Haggai 1:9).
 These were the only peace-offerings that were offered on the behalf of the whole congregation, and they were reckoned most holy offerings, whereas other peace-offerings were but holy. In verses 18-21 we learn that all these offerings are here appointed, and that one day was to be kept with a holy convocation. It was one of the days on which all Israel was to meet God and one another, at the place which the Lord should choose. Some have said that whereas seven days were to make up the feast of unleavened bread, there was only one day appointed for the feast of Pentecost, because this was a busy time of the year with them, and God allowed them speedily to return to their work in the country. 
This annual feast was instituted in remembrance of the giving of the law upon Mount Sinai, the fiftieth day after they came out of Egypt. That was the feast which they were told in Egypt must be observed to God in the wilderness, as a memorial of which ever after they kept this feast. But the period and perfection of this feast was the pouring out of the Spirit upon the apostles on the day of this feast, in which the law of faith was given, fifty days after Jesus Christ our Passover was sacrificed for us.
Jesus was crucified at Passover time, and he ascended 40 days after his resurrection. The Holy Spirit came 50 days after the resurrection, 10 days after the ascension. Israelites of many nations gathered in Jerusalem for this Feast. It resulted in a worldwide harvest of new believers, the first believers in Jesus Christ. This was the fulfillment of John the Baptist’s words about the Holy Spirit’s baptizing with fire (Luke 3:16) and of the Prophet Joel’s words about the outpouring of the Holy Spirit (Joel 2:28, 29). In Acts chapter 2:2, 3, we read that when the day of Pentecost was fully come, and as they were all with once accord in one place, suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the house where they were sitting. Then there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them, and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

If you ask why tongues of fire? Tongues symbolize speech and the communication of the Gospel. “Cloven tongues” means the first separated and rested on each of them. Fire symbolizes the Most High God’s purifying presence, which burns away the undesirable elements of our lives and sets our hearts aflame to ignite the lives of others. On Mount Sinai, the Most High God confirmed the validity of the Old Testament Law with fire from heaven (Exodus 19:16-18). At Pentecost, the Most High God confirmed the validity of the Holy Spirit’s ministry by sending fire. At Mount Sinai, fire came down on one place, at Pentecost, fire came down on many believers, symbolizing that the Most High God presence is now available to all who believe in him (John 4:23, 24).
The Most High God chose to make his presence known to the 120 believers in a spectacular way: roaring wind, fire; and his Holy Spirit. If you desire for the Most High God to reveal himself to you in such recognizable ways, he may, but be wary of forcing your expectations on the Most High God. He may use dramatic methods to work in your life, or he may speak in gentle voice.  You must wait patiently for his voice, and always listen.
The disciples spoke languages given to them by the Holy Spirit which they did not know themselves. Some have said that the disciples spoke just one language and that the audience composed of speakers of different languages that were given the gift of understanding the disciples’ language. It seems clear enough, however, that his disciples were given the gift of speaking in the languages of the other people present (Acts 2:4). All the nationalities recognized their own languages being spoken. But more than miraculous speaking drew people’s attention. The apostles continued to minister in the power of the Holy Spirit wherever they went. Christianity is not limited to any nation or group of people. Jesus Christ offers salvation to all people without regard to nationality. God works all kinds of miracles to spread the Gospel, using many languages as he calls all people to become his followers. No matter what your nationality or language, God speaks to you if you are listening.
Peter who had been an unstable leader during Jesus ministry, letting his bravado be his downfall, even denying that he knew Jesus and swearing about it (John 18:15-18, 25-27). But Jesus had forgiven and restored him. This was a new Peter, humble but bold. His confidence came from the Holy Spirit, who made him a powerful and dynamic speaker. If you have ever felt that you have made so many mistakes that the Most High God will never use you for his work, you are wrong. No matter what sins you have committed, the Most High God says, “If you repent of those sins, I will forgive them and make you useful for my Kingdom.’ My friend, would you please allow the Most High God to forgive you and use you effectively to serve him.
The prophecy of Joel 2:28, 29, was not happening at that particular morning of the Pentecost. However, the “last days” include all the days between Jesus Christ’s first and second comings and is another way of saying “from now on.”  The “day of the LORD” denotes the whole Christian age. Even Moses yearned for the Most High God to pour his Spirit on everyone (Numbers 11:29). At Pentecost the Holy Spirit was released to believers throughout the entire world: to men, women, son, daughters, Israelites, Gentiles. Now everyone who desire to receive the Holy Spirit can, if they can prove they love Jesus Christ by keeping his commandments (John 14:15). 
Those who have received the Holy Spirit, Jesus said we can ask for anything. But we must remember that our asking must be in his name, that is, according to the Most High God’s character and will. The Most High God will not grant requests that are contrary to his nature or his will, and we cannot use his name as a magic formula to fulfill our selfish desires.

When Jesus said “I will come to you,” he meant it. Although Jesus ascended to heaven, he sent the Holy Spirit to live in believers, and to have the Holy Spirit is to have the Most High God and his Son Jesus Christ (John 14:23).
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