Sabbath Day Sermon of June 10, 2017.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Through Faith Is the Law of God Almighty Established

Romans Chapter 3
In this chapter of the book of Romans, Paul purposed to reaffirm the biblical truth that it is only through faith in God Almighty through Jesus Christ can a person truthfully obey the Law. If a person claims to have faith in God Almighty and in his Law, but rejects His Son Jesus Christ, would his or her testimony be true? Paul says no, because it is only faith in God Almighty through Jesus Christ can anyone be saved. Paul points to some of the advantages the one who calls himself or herself an Israelite has over the people of other nations. It is that to them was given the Old Testament, the oracles of God Almighty, in their own language. They had Moses and the prophets. They had the true means of salvation, but not a monopoly of it as the religious sect known as Jews of Paul’s day seemed to think of themselves. God Almighty has good news for the Gentile nations too; for the Gentiles shall follow the Lord Jesus the Son of God as their King into the light and to everlasting life.
Although the religious sect known as Jews in Paul’s day were very unfaithful to God Almighty’s commandments, but their words and their actions could neither annul what God said nor lead God to be unfaithful to himself or to his promises, expecially for everyone that comes to him for forgiveness of sin through Jesus Christ. God will definitely be vindicated in the final analysis, even though human beings, perhaps every single one will fall short. Because anyone who would want to go to heaven after they die can go, but it is by choice will anyone get to go to one of the two places for eternity: Heaven or Hell.
All human beings have failed God; have not measured up to their potential glory through their individual, personal misdeeds. But God quite freely has made it possible for all people to regain a right relationship with him through a believing acceptance of the redemptive death of His Son Jesus Christ. This, in fact, is the meaning of the phrase “the righteousness of God” in this passage. The words described not so much as attribute of God as his activity. It is none other than God himself who justifies or renders upright each person on the basis of faith.
Some may think they do not have to worry about sin because it is God’s job to forgive; or that God Almighty so loves us that he would not judge us; they say sin is not so bad, it teaches valuable lessons, or we need to stay in touch with the culture around us. My friends, I have news for you, in that it is far too easy to take God’s grace for granted. But God cannot overlook sin. Sinners, no matter how many excuses they make, will have to answer to God for their sin. The fact that God gave his Son Jesus Christ to get rid of sin, should tell you something about how much he hates sin. God cannot overlook sin (John 10:14-21). Again, sinners, no matter how many excuses they make, will have to answer to God for their sin.
  After listening to Paul’s preaching about the goodness of God, and why we need forgiveness of sin from God Almighty. The Jews of Paul’s day thought and asked something like this: “If our sins serve to demonstrate God’s justice or make him look good, why should there be any punishment for sin?” In other words, if our sins keep God busy and make him a just and loving God who forgives them, why should we stop sinning? In their twisted line of thought, God benefits from their sins; for that reason, there is no reason to stop sinning. Paul responded saying, No! But if God were not to inflict punishment for correction, then God could not judge anyone. But God will judge all, for all are under judgment for their sins (Isaiah 66:16).

9-19. Here Paul concludes the line of teaching he has been pursing and whether Jews might consider themselves in some way superior to all others. His answer is direct and forceful: no, all people are guilty and corrupt: Jews and Gentiles alike. There is none who does good.  All are guilty of cruelty, cheating and cursing, covetous, negligent of the status of God Almighty. Their feet are swift to shed blood. There is no fear of God before their eyes. This is their depravity, and the whole world is guilty before God Almighty. Even what some consider their good works are as filthy rags or are like used menstrual pads before God Almighty(Isaiah 64:6). 
There is no hope by anyone were it not for the good news Paul announces in this chapter of the person of Jesus Christ who died to take away our sins.  Sin’s power is very much like that of a slave dealer (Romans 6:16-19) or like that of sickness, especially the sickness known as demonic possession Romans (7:8-24). Here the three well known “power” experiences in the social world: empire building, slavery, and demon possession, provided Paul with the imagery to describe the power of the evil known as sin permeating this group. Individual sinful actions are merely symptomatic of sin. My friends, you should know that Mr. Sin’s also known as Satan or Lucifer has as his ultimate goal to make sure of the imprisonment of the sinner’s soul in hell in the after life on earth? Satan will do everything he can to help you disqualify yourself from being a member of the House of God which Jesus is the head (Colossians 2:9, 10). You have been informed, and doubt it not! (Ezekiel 3:17-21).
20-24. God’s moral law is purposed to demonstrate God’s own moral perfection, and to show all people their guilt and take away all of their excuses; provide a standard for the governing of human society, and provide a guide for believers as to how their conduct will please and glorify God Almighty. If you ask, “What is righteousness as it pertains to man?” It refers to keeping God’s will, law, and moral standards perfectly. This no man has ever done except Jesus Christ; therefore, no man or woman has ever been truly righteous. If you ask again, “How does one get to be righteous?” God imputes the perfect righteousness to all those who trust in his Son Jesus Christ by faith for eternal life. God’s children are empowered by the Holy Spirit so that they can live in accord with the will of God. In other words, people become righteous by faith, through Jesus Christ the righteous one, which is the means, whereas justification is the act of God that makes people righteous. Therefore, righteousness is the result of the justification that comes from believing faith in Jesus Christ. If you do not believe in Jesus Christ, you can be sure of no salvation, no righteousness, and no eternal life for you in the Kingdom of God Almighty, but in the Lake of Fire designed for Satan and his fallen angels. Please be informed that heaven or hell in which ever one you end up, will be by your own choosing. You can do the right thing for yourself today! Call to Jesus to forgive your sins and save you. Sincerely speak to him as you will normally speak to a person, and he will answer you because he is not far from where you are.
Righteousness being one of God’s attributes carries the assurance about what God is, and that he will do what he has promised. Again, righteousness expresses God’s own moral purity, contrasted with man’s inherent sinfulness. God’s righteousness also does express itself in divine wrath or holy displeasure against all iniquity or unrighteousness. If you have now gained a better understanding of what the righteousness of God is, then you should have no difficulty understanding that sin is the lack of conformity to the will of God, a violation of the moral law as written in the hearts of all people and revealed in the Word of God. Sin, therefore, is to deviate from God’s way or a missing of the mark; a going aside from the way of righteousness. Now sin could not exist unless there was a norm or standard against which the acts of people could be measured or judged.
Paul’s basic teaching expresses how that a person enters into a right relationship with God Almighty by faith and not by seeking to observe all the detailed requirements of the law. One must believe rather than achieve. This Paul's teaching does not contradict or nullify the Scripture, because the “law” really refers to all of Scripture. On the contrary, it supports and confirms the basic message of Scripture.
Now we know that sin exists both in overt acts and in the attitude of the heart. The overt act indicates the presence of heart sinfulness. Guilt then, normally supposes the intension is present to do evil (Matthew 5). People often are unable to read the intensions of each other’s heart, but God Almighty knows the hearts of all people infallibly (1 Chronicles 28:9; Hebrews 4:13). There is no doubt that all people, irrespective of their nationality are sinners. No one can escape sin’s guilt. All people of all nations alike are guilty. Because sin is universal and all people of all nations are guilty, God Almighty in his love for humanity provided a way of escape in the person of His Son Jesus Christ.

25-31. “Whom God has set forth to be propitiation;” expiation and propitiation, both of these words are found in the New Testament in connection with the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on Calvary. We find the difference if any between expiation and propitiation in the way God Almighty did his work to save us. Expiation has to do with the satisfaction offered for sins committed, and propitiation has to do with the person offended. Therefore, the words are collective terms: “The sinner, or his guilt, is expiated, God, or justice, is propitiated.” In other words, God was satisfied and man was reconciled to God by Jesus Christ’s atoning death.
The two functions of the Law include: first, it shows us where we go wrong. Because of the Law, we know we are helpless sinners, and we must come to Jesus Christ for mercy. Second, the moral code revealed in the Law can serve to guide our actions by holding up God’s moral standards. We do not earn salvation by keeping the law; for no one except Jesus Christ ever kept or could keep God’s Law perfectly, but we do please God when our lives confirm to his revealed will for us. This is accomplished through the work of the indwelling Spirit of God in his children (John 1:12; 14:15-17).
Paul concludes that no one has any reason to boast, for the grace of God excludes the possibility of doing so. The law of faith also precludes boasting. God justifies the circumcision through faith. And faith does not break the law or make it of no use so that it has no meaning; it actually establishes the law in the believer who has faith in the law Giver. 
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