Sabbath Day Sermon of July 7, 2018.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Heaven’s “Alleluia” Over God Almighty’s Judgment of Babylon

Revelation Chapter 19

In this segment of Scripture we note that from verses 1 to 8, there are four “Alleluias.” The word means “Praise the Lord.” Up to this point, there has been music on earth and in heaven. But now the “Hallelujah Chorus” is sung. In all of the New Testament the word “alleluia” never appears until is used in the Book of Revelation. The first two “Alleluias” are in celebration of the end of Babylon. 
The harlot has been judged and the smoke goes up from her forever and ever. In verses 4 and 6, we read of the third and fourth “Alleluias.”

Praise is the heartfelt response to God Almighty by those who love him. The more you get to know Him and realize what he has done, the more you will respond with praise. Praise is at the heart of true worship. Therefore, let your praise of God Almighty flow out of your realization of who he is and how much he loves you.

Here we observe that there are at least the three bases on which God Almighty renders judgment: (1) He judges according to truth and there can be no concealment or deception because he is omniscient; (2) He makes no exceptions, that is, none can escape the judicial verdict and he will give each one whatever his deeds deserve; (3) he is not moved by personal considerations, that is, he treats everyone the same (Romans 2:11) and not extenuating circumstances such as personal heritage, or background makes any difference; (4) he judges the motives as well as the external conduct.  People behold the external act, but cannot measure the internal motivation. All secret thoughts are known to him.
In verse 4 we hear the third “Alleluia,” sung by the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures. The fourth “Alleluia” is sung in celebration of the marriage supper of the Lamb. This is the grand oratorio or a lengthy choral work in which all the choirs of heaven join. It is the “voice of a great multitude” and the “Voice of many waters and mighty thunderings.” This is the culmination of human history, the judgment of the wicked and the marriage feast of the Lamb and his bride, the Church, also known as the Body of Jesus Christ.  
The Church consists of all faithful believers from all times. The bride’s clothing stands in stark contrast to the gaudy clothing of the great whore of chapter 17:4 and 18:16. The bride’s clothing is the righteousness of the saints, not works done by believers by their own merit, but as they reflect the work of Jesus Christ to save us (Revelation 7:9, 14).
7-12. The marriage supper or the wedding banquet of the Lamb apparently precedes the Second Advent of Jesus Christ, since it is mentioned first. The saints attend the supper. This means the saved of all ages, including those who died in the faith, before and after Calvary. This points to the fact that Jesus is the central focus of God Almighty’s revelation and his redemptive plan as announced by the prophet. On hearing this John falls down to worship the angel guide, but he was warned not to do it. Angels are the same as those of us who have or believe the testimony of Jesus. John is told to do only what is written in Exodus 20, “Worship God Almighty.”My friends, as you read the book of Revelation, remember that the overarching theme in all the visions given to Johns for the Church to be aware of the ultimate victory of Jesus Christ over evil.
The name “Faithful and True” contrasts who the faithless and deceitful Babylon described in chapter 18.  Here heaven opens and John saw Jesus appear, this time not as a Lamb, but as a warrior on a white horse symbolizing victory. Jesus came first as a Lamb to be a sacrifice for sin, but he will return as a Conqueror and King to execute judgment (2 Thessalonians 1:7-10). His first coming brought forgiveness; his second will bring judgment. The battle lines have now been drawn between God Almighty and evil, and the world is waiting for the King to ride onto the field. Although Jesus is called the “Faithful and True”, “The Word of God Almighty, and the “King of kings, and Lord of lords,” and verse 16 implies that no name can do him justice. He is greater than any description or expression the human mind can devise for him.
13-18. Here Jesus is clothed with vesture dipped in blood, and his name is called the Word of God. Although it is difficult to imagine how blood could whiten any cloth, the blood of Jesus Christ is the world’s greatest purifier because it removes the stain of sin. White symbolizes sinless perfection, or holiness, which can be given to people only by the death of the sinless Lamb of God Almighty on our behalf. This is a picture of how we are saved by faith (Isaiah 1:18; Romans 3:21-26). This Jesus’ title indicates our God Almighty’s sovereignty. It happens that most of the world is in Babylon worshiping the beast, the antichrist, whom they believe has all power and authority. Then suddenly out of heaven rides Jesus Christ and his army of angels, the “King of kings, and Lord of lords.” His entrance signals the end of the false powers.
The “Supper of the great God Almighty” is a grim contrast to the wedding banquet of the Lamb. One is a celebration; the other is devastation. The ominous birds are called upon to feast on the enemies of God Almighty (Numbers 16:30; Isaiah 63:3-6). It is the same curse against Gog in Ezekiel 39:4 that warns he will fall on the mountains of Israel and be given to the birds as food. So many will be killed that God Almighty will summon the birds and the wild beasts to come to a great sacrificial feast, to dine on the bodies of the fallen enemy warriors and their horses. All those who had followed and will follow the beast shall be food for the birds (Ezekiel 39:17-20). The beast is identified in Chapter 13:1 with Rome and its temple of Lucifer because of Roman’s evil lifestyle. Even in our time Rome still persecutes believers and opposes God Almighty and his followers. The Roman temple of Lucifer also known as satan, and its mystery Babylon religion will always be the home of all antichrists. 

The beast also symbolizes the antichrist, not satan, but someone under satan’s power and control. This antichrist will be the combination of the four beasts that Daniel saw centuries earlier in a vision (Daniel 7). As the dragon is in opposition to God Almighty, so the beast from the sea is against Jesus Christ and as satan’s false messiah. One who will focus all the powers of evil against Jesus Christ and his followers.
19-21, The battle lines are drawn, and the greatest confrontation in the history of the world is about to begin. The antichrist and his false prophet have gathered governments and armies of the earth under the antichrist’s rule. The enemy armies believe they have come of their own volition; in reality, God Almighty has summoned them to battle in order to defeat them (Zechariah 12:1-4). That they would even presume to fight against God Almighty shows how their pride and rebellion have distorted their thinking. There really is no fight here, however, because the victory is won when Jesus died on the Cross for the sin of the world and rose from the dead. 
The Bible is the Word of God Almighty, Jesus is the Word of God Almighty incarnate, that is, the Word of God Almighty that became a man (John 1:14). He comes as conquering Lord with a sharp sword to take vengeance on the enemies of God Almighty and his people. The combination of names, images, and symbols attached to the divine warrior makes it clear that no one will escape this judgment. God Almighty is taken the field against the embodiment of evil. The beast and the false prophet are taken captive and thrown into the lake of fire that burns with brimstone. In chapter 20:2 we would see that satan is bound for a thousand years. The people of God Almighty of all ages have nothing to fear. The victory is already won, and God Almighty has triumphed over evil forever.
The Lake of fire is the final destination of the wicked. It is different from the bottomless pit referred to in Revelation chapter 9:1. The antichrist and the false prophet are thrown into the lake of fire. Then their leader satan himself is cast there and finally death and hell. Afterward, everyone whose name is not recorded in the book of life will be sent to the same fate, in the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:10-15). If you are reading this message today, and you are not sure if your name is written in the book of life. Then you should know that the only option if you must escape the lake of fire, is to call to Jesus Christ today to save you and he will give eternal life.
If you ask, “How can I get my name recorded in the book of life?” Jesus says, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no one can come to the Father, but by me” (John 14:6; 15:6, 10). 
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