Sabbath Day Sermon of July 6, 2019
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Christian’s Test of Faith and Integrity

Luke Chapter 16:14-31.
Jesus gave this illustration in the presence of the Pharisees, of the shrewd accountant. The point is plan; that is, if unsaved people will spend all their time looking to their material interests and the promotion of their own welfare, believers should use all their strength and talents to advance their spiritual interests which are the only ones of lasting value.

Our use of money as Christians is a good test of the Lordship of Jesus Christ. That is, we are to use the resources we have wisely because they belong to God Almighty, not us. Money can be used for good or evil; let us use ours for good deeds of faith. Money has a lot of power, so we must use it carefully and thoughtfully. We must use our material goods in a way that will foster faith and obedience (Luke 12:33, 34).

9-10. Jesus uses the parable to speak to his disciples and to us about the use of the little material means they had, and we may have. Jesus here exhorts us to provide for our comfortable reception to the happiness of another world, by making good use of our possessions and enjoyments in this world. We are to be enterprising in our pursuit of the Kingdom as this steward was in trying to make a place for himself in this world.
“Mammon of unrighteousness” is a term for money that is acquired unjustly. As Christians we are to make use of wise opportunities, not to earn heaven but so that heaven the “everlasting habitation” will be a welcome experience. When we obey God Almighty’s will, the unselfish use of possessions will follow.  Jesus concludes by saying that as in this world, so in the kingdom: trustworthiness in small things leads to a greater trust.  This refers to spiritual realities but is also concerned with physical stewardship. There is always the danger of subordinating the spiritual to the material without realizing that a new master has taken over. This we must watch very closely in all that we do.
11-13. The truly richare those who are rich in faith in God Almighty and His Son Jesus. The riches of the world are deceitful and uncertain; they are unimaginably less than riches of glory and grace. As Christians, our integrity is often put on the line in money matters. God Almighty calls us to be honest even in small details we could rationalize away.  Heaven’s riches are far more valuable than earthly wealth. But if we are untrustworthy with our earthly wealth, no matter how much or little we have, we will be unfit to handle the vast riches of God Almighty’s Kingdom. My friends, do not let your integrity slip in small matters, and it will not fail you in crucial decisions either.
What is money and what can it not do? Money has the power to take God Almighty’s place in your life. It can become your master. But how can you tell if you are a slave to money? (1) Do you think and worry about it frequently? (2) Do you give up doing what you should do or would like to do for the Kingdom of God in order to make more money? (3) Do you spend a great deal of time caring for your possessions (4) Is it hard for you to give money away? How deep are you in Debt?
Money is a hard master and deceptive one. Money promises power and control, but it often cannot deliver. Great fortunes can be made, and lost overnight, and no amount of money can provide health, happiness, or eternal life. How much better to let God Almighty be your master. His servants have peace of mind and security both now and forever.

14-18. The Pharisees loved money and took exception to Jesus’ teaching. Jesus statement that a person cannot serve both GodAlmighty and money triggers dispute and derision from Pharisees in the audience. The Pharisees are described as “loving money” and obviously felt that they could combine worship of God Almighty and pursuit of riches. Jesus accused them of trying to prove their justice in the eyes of people, perhaps by almsgiving. 
They hold Jesus in contempt because his teachings on this matter they thought was too rigorous and “unrealistic”; Jesus counters that their scale of values is contemptible to God Almighty. Ourselves today, we live in an age that measures people’s worth by how much money they make. My friends, do you scoff at Jesus’ warnings against serving money? Do you try to explain them away? Do you apply them to someone else, the Pharisees for example? Unless you take Jesus’ statements seriously, you may be acting like the Pharisees.
The Pharisees acted piously to get praise from others, but God Almighty knew what was in their hearts. They considered their wealth as a sign of God Almighty’s approval. But God Almighty detested their wealth for it caused them to abandon true spirituality. Though prosperity may earn people’s praise, it must never substitute for devotion and service to God Almighty.

The sayings on the law from various passages in the Gospel sources was introduced because of the challenge to Jesus’ whole teaching implied in the sneering reaction of the Pharisees. The Law of Moses is the norm; Jesus has no business introducing his own law. Jesus replies that the law and the prophets have indeed been the norm, and even now that he is proclaiming the Kingdom of God Almighty their validity does not cease. But the teaching of the Kingdom brings into the open implications of the traditional teaching that were unrecognized.
16-17. John the Baptist was the dividing line between the Old and the New Testament. As the turning point, he is the last of the Old Testament prophets, but, as the herald of Jesus, he belongs also to the preachers of the Gospel. He is the bridge between the old and new.  From his time on, “everyone who enters does so with violence.” In others, they press with a holy violence into the kingdom of God.’’ Those that would go to heaven must take pains, must strive against the stream, must press against the crowd that are going the contrary way.With Jesus came the realization of all the prophets’ hopes. Jesus emphasized that his kingdom fulfilled the Law- the Old Testament; it did not cancel it. His was not a new system but the culmination of the old. The same God Almighty who worked with Moses was working through him.
18-28. In Jesus the Kingdom of God Almighty is open to every kind of person (Luke 3:10-14; 13:29), many of whom will still have to take aggressive action to find their way in. The way into the kingdom is open for the Pharisees, too, but it will not be the escape from observance implied by their derision. The law has abiding validity, but Jesus has the authority to interpret it correctly. Jesus statement on divorce is an example of his interpretation as found in Mark 10:11). 
In case the Pharisees think that Jesus’ teaching waters down the law, they should note that his teaching on this point is stricter than that preached by their rabbis. They permitted a husband to divorce his wife on the basis of Deuteronomy 24:1. Jesus says divorce and remarriage is adultery. Jesus’ teaching shocked his hearers just as they shake today’s readers (Matthew 9:10). Jesus says in unmistakable terms that marriage is a lifetime commitment. To leave your wife or husband for another person may be legal in America or in any nation, but it is adultery in God Almighty’s eyes. Therefore, those who are thinking about marriage, should remember that God Almighty intends it to be a permanent commitment (Mark 10:9; Matthew 19:6).
29-31. Jesus teaching on the proper use of wealth is illustrated by the story of two reversals of fortune. Jesus startled them with his story in which a diseased beggar is rewarded and a rich man is punished in hell. The rich man did not go to hell because of his wealth but because he was selfish with it. The lives of the two men were quite different, and so were their deaths. 
Lazarus is carried away by angels to Abraham’s bosom, but the rich man is simply buried; it is the end of him, but the beginning for Lazarus. The rich man is in hell, a place hopelessly separated from the place of happiness with Abraham. The rich man can see Lazarus there which probably increases his own torment. The rich man still things of Lazarus as his errand boy, first asking that he bring a drop of water to cool his tongue, then that he go to warn his brothers. But Jesus said that if they did not believe Moses and the prophets, who spoke constantly of caring for the poor, not even a resurrection would convince them. 
We note the irony in Jesus’ statement on his way to Jerusalem to die regarding those who are marked for hell: he was fully aware that even when he had returned from the dead most of the religious leaders would not accept him. They were set in their ways that lead to hell, and neither Scripture nor God Almighty’s Son himself could shake them loose. If you have ever wondered why some people will never give up their sinful life styles and come to Jesus and be saved, now you know that it is probably that they have been marked for hell by their own chosen. In others, no one can send you to hell, it is only you that can send yourself there.
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