Sabbath Day Sermon of July 5, 2014
By Dr. Rev. Flint Chika, Bishop

Can You Tell When The Devil Is Speaking to You?

Isaiah 36-37

In this chapter we have the example of the devil speaking through a man called Sennacherib. Is there a way to know when the devil is speaking through a person or is speaking in your mind? Yes, you can know it is the devil speaking if what you hear or your thought contradicts the Word of God or reviles him. Sennacherib of Assyria taunted Judah for trusting in Egypt. Even the pagan Assyrians knew that Egypt could not help Judah. This man took the fortified cities of Judah but not Jerusalem. That effort to take Jerusalem was about to come and God would intervene on behalf of Zion. 
Rabshakeh, is a title for the chief army officer who was sent with a great Assyrian army who sort to undercut King Hezekiah by saying that his religious reform, in which he destroyed pagan high places and practices, were an insult to the gods, a sacrilege. The implication in his insinuation is that even Judah’s God is displeased for what he did in destroying the pagan high places and practices in Israel. It is in this same way, that Satan tries to confuse or deceive us. Today those pagan gods are called ascended masters. You see, people do not necessarily need to be sinful to be ineffective for God; they need only to be confused about what God wants them to do. To avoid Satan’s deceit, you must study God’s Word in the Bible carefully and regularly. When you know what God says, you will not fall for Satan’s lies.
Hezekiah had put great trust in Pharaoh’s promise to help Israel against the Assyrians, but promises are only as good as the credibility of the person making them. It was Pharaoh’s word against God’s. This is another example on how quickly most people organize their lives around human advice while neglecting God’s eternal promises.  Sennarcherib continued his demoralization campaign by sending Rabshakeh to try to convince the people of Judah that God had turned against them for their idolatry. The Assyrians hoped to convince the people of Judah to surrender without fighting. Today Rabshkeh would have sounded like this: “You have taken the oath to worship our god which of course is Satan, and there is no out once you have joined.” But Isaiah had already said that the Assyrians would not destroy Jerusalem, so the people did not need to be afraid of them. For in Jesus Christ has God made a way of escape for all who have been deceived to take Satan’s oaths. When choosing between God’s Word and someone else’s, whose will you believe? My brothers and sisters, you should be wise to believe God for he is always faithful to those who trust in him.
Little did Rabshakeh understand true faith in God Almighty. The fact that he went too far to claim that he was sent by God to take Jerusalem. He was not really for God, and neither did God send him; he was actually against him. As a Christian, are you able to distinguish the truth and a lie from Satan. Many saints have been killed by those who claim or think they are doing God a service. Sometimes true believers have fallen into the error and have justified actions that God never approved and the Holy Spirit never organized.  
“Speak in the Syrian language,” i.e., “talk to us in Aramiac,” says Hezekiah’s servants to Sennacherib’s representative.  Aramaic was the language used in international diplomacy at this time. Here the devils speak through Rabshakeh and makes an appeal which was very enticing: “capitulate to Assyria and you will be free. You will have all the food and drink you want.” This promise of liberty was deceptive, for Judah would be led into the basest captivity and slavery. The Assyrian policy for dealing with conquered nations was to torture their captives by leading them away with hooks to their noses or bits in their mouths to humiliate them; to resettled the inhabitants and then to move their own people into the recently conquered area. This provided manpower for their armies and prevented revolts in conquered territories. My friends is Satan and his devils saying the same thing to you today, to give up your faith in God, and you will have all the things you have ever wanted in life?
Although it was quite true what Rabshakeh said that the gods or should we say the devils worshipped by other nations had not been able to deliver their worshippers from the power of Assyria. So how could the God of Jerusalem save them. But what Assyria did not realize was that in this instance they were waging war against the true God Almighty who had delivered his people on numerous occasions and who could and would deliver them now, for the Lord’s sake and for the sake of his promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; the Lord will rescue Jerusalem from the Assyrian army.  But Sennacherib, who has conquered other countries and overcome the gods they worshipped, in his arrogance does not appear to fear the God of Israel. He challenges Israel and their God to try and keep him from taking the city of Jerusalem. However, Hezekiah’s dilemma provided God’s opportunity, for the king had recourse to the mighty power of God by prayer, after which he sent his representatives to prophet Isaiah seeking his help from the prophet.
Hezekiah’s messengers represented the king as saying “It may be that the LORD thy God will hear the words of Rabshakeh.” If you are reading this, and you wondered why the king did not say “The LORD our God?” No doubt, Isaiah’s God was the king’s God too. One would have expected the monarch to have a better spiritual understanding than he appeared to have. But it could be that he thought himself not worthy to call Isaiah’s God his God. Judah is here compared to a woman trying to give birth to a child but who is too weak to deliver. When the situation seemed hopeless, Hezekiah did not give up. Instead, he asked the prophet Isaiah to pray that God would help his people. Hezekiah did exactly what Isaiah had been calling the people to do. He turned to God and watched him come to Judah’s aid. Turning to God means believing that God is there and that he is able to help you.

Sennacherib had reviled Hezekiah and in so doing he also reviled the God of Hezekiah. As a true Christian would you think this for yourself? You should understand that when you are reviled, that it is your God that is being reviled, and that you do not have to do anything, knowing that your Father in heaven heard or saw everything that was said and done to you. In the case of Hezekiah’s complaint as in every complaint filed by God’s true children, God orders Isaiah to tell Hezekiah’s servants that Sennacherib has reviled the Lord of glory through his subordinates who have reflected their king’s views. For God Almighty will do nothing without revealing it to his prophets (Amos 3:7).
Although the answer to Hezekiah’s prayer was already in motion because Tirhadah, known as Taharkah, was already leading an Ethiopian army from the south, and was poised to attack the Assyrian army. Notwithstanding Isaiah’s message, Hezekiah persisted in prayer and in faith even though he could not see the answer coming. Hezekiah does what he should have done in the first place. He seeks the face of God in prayer, asking for divine help. Even before and after he received the gladsome word from Isaiah he had been praying directly to God. God responded to Isaiah saying, “Whereas thou has prayed to me, know, for thy comfort, that thy prayer is heard.’’ Those who magnify themselves, especially who would magnify themselves against God and his people, do really vilify themselves, and make themselves contemptible, in the eyes of all wise people.

 "The virgin, the daughter of Zion, has despised Sennacherib, and all his impotent malice and menaces; she knows that, while she preserves her integrity, she is sure of the divine protection, and that though the enemy may bark he cannot bite. All his threats are a jest; it is all but a mere flash,’’  Those who abuse the people of God affront God himself; and he takes what is said and done against them as said and done against himself. We learn how valuable prayer is and what power is released when we pray. The Scriptures are filled with illustrations of the value of prayer, this should encourage every believer’s heart today, for the God of Hezekiah is the God of every believer in Jesus Christ today.
God’s people may not be perfect, but when scorners attack his people, it constitutes an attack against himself. God himself said that Sennacherib mocked and reviled him. He haughtily raised his voice and lifted his eyes against the holy God of the universe. Therefore, he has to be dealt with. Now this is an example of what happens when a true Christian files a complaint with the LORD against his or her oppressors. Sennachrib fled home in shame, leaving his dead troops behind him. His highest expectations had been dashed, and filled his heart with the fear that the angel who destroyed his army might also destroy him. But the worst was yet to come. Sennacherib’s own sons, who should have been guarding their father, sacrificed him to his idol as he worshipped before Nisroch his god whose protection he sought but whose “power” could not keep him safe from his own children. So shall the end of the wicked who would not repent of their wickedness and return to the Almighty God and His Son Jesus Christ.
God can quickly stop their breath who breathe out threatenings and slaughter against his people, and will do it when they have filled up the measure of their iniquity; and the Lord is known by these judgments which he executes, known to be a God that resists the proud. Many prophecies were fulfilled in this providence, which should encourage us, as far as they look further, and are designed as common and general assurances of the safety of the Lords Congregation and of all that trust in God, to depend upon God for the accomplishment of them. He that has delivered does and will deliver those who trust in Him alone.
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Beware: Satan has brought back Nisroch into the society. The pagan god who could not protect Sennacherib who worshipped him. If you have not noticed, Nisroch one of Satan’s devils has resurfaced in foods and drinks to confuse and to deceive and kill those who would choose to let him into their lives. Now the Bible says that sin when it is finished, brings everlasting death. This is what happened to Sennacherib who lifted his eyes to heaven, raised his voice and reviled God Almighty and his people. Make no mistake about it, for Nisroch is another name for Satan.
