Sabbath Day Sermon of July 4th, 2020.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, bishop

Jesus Walk on the Water

Mark Chapter 6: [48]; Philippians 4: [6]
In Mark 6:48 we read of our Lord Jesus Christ “walking upon the sea.” The preposition in the Greek is used with a certain case which means that the idea of actual contact is in mind. Some false teachers have said that it was His Spirit that was on the water and not His physical body. Here we refute that concocted claim to show that Our Lord Jesus Christ was not in any mysterious way moving over the general surface of the water, but was walking upon it. His feet contacting the surface of the water just as naturally and really as our feet have contact with the hard surface of the pavement.

We would digress here to answer the question for the interest of Muslims that will be reading this message, “Why Muslims don’t believe in Jesus as the Son of God Almighty.” We found that the same false teaching that was implied that Jesus was in a mysterious way moving over the general surface of the water, but was not walking upon it, has also been implied on the event of His death on the cross, as written in the Quran surah 4:157. This verse, even though it is not historically correct, seem to affirm categorically that Jesus did not die on the cross and that God raised him to Godself. “This is where the Muslims got it all wrong,” says Lord Jesus Christ.

 
This theory maintains that the Jews intended to crucify Jesus, and a historical crucifixion indeed took place, but Allah controverted the Jews by placing Jesus' visage on another person who subsequently took his place on the cross. We also noted that Islamic exegetes have generated a plethora or a large number of possible identities of the person who bore Jesus image and replaced him on the cross: a passing Jew, a Roman soldier, Judas Iscariot, Simon of Cyrene, or one of the apostles, such as Tatanus, Sergius, or Peter.

However, the substitutional reading which is the most popular among the Muslims today, is that someone was crucified, but it was not Jesus. Our take on this is that perhaps the goal of the Muslim writers of the Quran was to refute the Jews claim in Sanhedrin 43a., that says Jesus ("Yeshua" and in Soncino footnote #6, Yeshua "the Nazarene") that Jesus was executed by a proper rabbinical court for idolatry, inciting other Jews to idolatry and contempt of rabbinical authority. The Muslim writers may have in their attempts to show that Jews or anyone else could not kill a true messenger, a Son of God Almighty, or a prophet of Allah such as Jesus, but failed to realize that God Almighty had promised throughout the Scripture that Himself will provide the sacrifice to remove sin, and save mankind from sin. 

The  Muslim writers failed to realize this because they probably lacked the knowledge of the Scripture and the prophets in the Bible including the words of Jesus Christ himself about his death (John 3:16; Hebrews 10: 1-18; Genesis 3:15; 22:7-13; Isaiah 7:14; 9:6; Micah 5:2; Revelation 5:1-14). If you ask, “What is sin that Jesus had to die to save us?” Satan says, “sin is the gospel that I use to bring humanity to my kingdom, and to turn off the Christians’ fiery fires against me and my demons so we can defeat them and bring them to my kingdom in hell.”

Here are some of Jesus’ words when he visited a Nigerian Imam in his Mosque to bring him to the right path and saved him: “This is where the Muslims get it all wrong. That is why your people get it wrong. No one goes to heaven until he or she believes in the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary. If not forget it! It does not matter if you’re Muslim, Buddha, or Hindu, or whoever you are. This is truth, the hard truth.” Then Jesus went on to show the Imam a few verses in the Quran: chapters 2:23; and chapter 8:4. These verses prove that God Almighty has a Son and that Jesus Christ is the Word of God Almighty as they are written in the Christian Bible.

Now in Revelation 5:10, the Church is seen in heaven after the Rapture. Its song includes the words “We shall reign on the earth.” The believers’ song praises Jesus Christ for bringing them into the Kingdom and making them “kings and priests.” While now we are sometimes despised and mocked for our faith (John 15:17-27), soon we will reign over all the earth (Luke 22:29, 30). Jesus Christ's death made all believers priests of God Almighty, the channels of blessing between God Almighty and mankind (1 Peter 2:5-9).

The same preposition and case are used as in Mark 6:48, which means that the Church saints, associated with our Lord Jesus in reigning over this earth, will have contact with the earth in the Millennium. That means that millions of glorified saints will be visible object lessons of what God Almighty’s grace can do for the lost poor sinner. For as the wind begins to toss the boat around, Jesus comes walking toward them on the water. Jesus’ calming of the sea and the disciples’ fears would be further signs that Jesus is the LORD of creation. Only God Almighty had such mastery over the sea (Genesis 1:1-10). 

Only “I AM” had the power to divide the Red Sea for the Hebrew people to cross on dry land (Exodus 3:14; 14:21). Even the phrase “He meant to pass by them” points to Jesus’ identity as the LORD. And yet again, God Almighty set Moses in the hollow of the rock and covered him with his hand until he passed by. This was to protect Moses from seeing God Almighty’s face, which meant death in Old Testament times (Exodus 33:22). Although Jesus intended to “Pass by them,” reveals a new way of God Almighty’s protecting the chosen people: He comes to be with those who are afraid. He assures them with His word: “IT IS I!” The back to back miracles of the loaves of bread and the walk on the water would seem to be enough to convince anyone that God Almighty was once more and is still among the people in the person of Jesus Christ.

In reigning over this earth, we will have contact with this earth in the Millennium. God Almighty will use us in His last great attempt to save the lost people of the nations on earth, in that last great harvest of souls (Acts 15:17) before the final judgment at The Great White Throne. 

Now, why worry? In Philippians 4:6 we are exhorted to be careful for nothing. We have here a word that has changed its meaning in our time. Today the word “worry” means to exercise caution. When the original translation was made it meant to be full of anxious care. The Greek word is used in a second-century sentence, “I am writing in haste to prevent you're being anxious, for I will see that you are not worried.” The word, therefore, is a synonym for the word “worry.” The force of the word in the Greek is that of forbidding the continuance of an action already going on. Thus the translation is, “Stop perpetually worrying about even one thing.” The same Greek word is found in Matthew 6:25-34 and is translated, “Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on.” We have the same force of the Greek here. Therefore, we must “Stop perpetually worrying.” 

We are urged to reflect on God Almighty’s care as shown in nature: the birds and the wildflowers, and to realize that human beings are even more important in God Almighty’s sight. We are asked to admit that worrying does not solve anything and to recognize that if our heart is set on serving God Almighty alone, these matters will take care of themselves. In other words, you should put the cart behind not before the horse by seeking first the Kingdom of God Almighty (Matthew 6:33). Because the God Almighty whom we address in prayer as Father knows all that we need. If you are worried about what the enabled Bill Gates and his masters of the New World Order are planning against the Church of Jesus Christ, now understand that God Almighty is aware of everything, and none of their plans will succeed if He does not allow it (Exodus 7:3; Proverbs 16:4). If He allows it, you should understand that it will be an opportunity for you to apply what you have learned in His Word (Ezekiel 9).

God Almighty will always keep His word in Amos 3:7. He has done what He said He will do, that is, tell His Church first before he does anything on earth, and that he has done. Now he is untangling, and scattering to bring to an end the work of evil, the perpetrators, and their enablers. Can you see this happening or are you worried and scared? Click on the link or copy and paste in your browser to read more. http://www.hsapm.org/0042-Untangle-Scatter-and-Bring-To-An-End.html
If you ask, “What is perpetually worrying?” It recognizes the habitual attitude of the unsaved human heart toward the problems and difficulties of life. God Almighty commands us to “Stop perpetually worrying about even one thing.” We commit sin when we worry. We do not trust God Almighty when we worry. We do not receive answers to prayer when we worry, because we are not trusting in His Word.
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