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By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Consequences of Breaking a Pledge to God Almighty

Jeremiah Chapter 34

In this chapter we have two messages which God sent by Jeremiah.  One to foretell the fate of Zedekiah king of Judah, that because of his disobedience to the laws of the Almighty God he should fall into the hands of the king of Babylon, that he should live as a captive, but should at last die in peace in his captivity.  Another we read of the doom both of the king and the princes of Judah; in America these would be the president, members of Congress, the judges, the banksters and all those people who can afford to own slaves for their treacherous dealings with God, in bringing back into bondage their servants whom they had released according to the law, and so playing fast and loose with God. They had walked at all adventures with God, and therefore God would walk at all adventures with them, in bringing the Chaldean army upon them again when they began to hope that they had gotten clear of them, because the Lord God of Israel had made them to withdraw from their offensive to crush what was left of Jerusalem, which forced the king and the princes to obey the laws of the God Almighty by freeing their slaves. 
God marvelously protected his prophet Jeremiah from harm and danger. By divine providence Jeremiah has access to King Zedekiah. One would have supposed that Zedekiah would never have allowed Jeremiah to come into his presence nor would he have listened to him. Like Isaiah. Jeremiah belonged to the upper class and was able to command the respect of kings and men of official rank. The fact that he was able to maintain the services of a scribe and to buy real estate (Jeremiah 32:6-15; 36:4-8), indicates that he was a man of some means. From the general tenor of his book it is clear also that he was a person of education and culture, thoroughly acquainted with the history of his nation, local and international politics, foreign cults, and practices, and the deeper matters of divine revelation. Most important of all, his mission. When he was tempted to give up his ministry under the stress of fierce persecution, he found that the compulsion within himself more than outweighed the opposition which came from without (Jeremiah 20:9).
5-7. The first prophecy concerning Zedekiah was as follows: “So shall they burn odors for thee, or with the burnings or his fathers,” meaning in his death they will accord him with the respect usually shown to their kings, especially to those who had done good in Israel. In his captivity he had conducted himself so well towards his own people that they were willing to do him this honor. If Zedekiah had continued in his prosperity, perhaps he would have grown worse and would have departed at last without being desired, but his afflictions wrought such a change in him that his death was looked upon as a great loss. For it is better to live and die penitent in a prison than to live and die impenitent in a palace. 

8-17. The second prophecy concerning Zedekiah was delivered by the Lord God Almighty to Jeremiah, and by him to the parties concerned, before he was shut up in the prison, for we find this prediction here made the ground of his commitment, as appears by the recital of some passages out of it in Jeremiah 32:4. The time when this message was sent to Zedekiah; it was when the king of Babylon, with all his forces, some out of all the kingdoms of the earth that were within his jurisdiction, fought against Jerusalem and the cities thereof designing to destroy them, having often plundered them. The cities that now remained, and yet held out, are named, Lachish and Azekah. This intimates that things were now brought to the last extremity, and yet Zedekiah obstinately stood it out, his heart being hardened to his own destruction, and that of his people and his cities.
Here is a threatening of wrath in the message itself that was sent to him.   He is told that again which he had often been told before, that unless he obeys and declare liberty and set the servants free, that the Lord God of Israel had determined that the city of Jerusalem shall be taken by the Chaldeans and burnt with fire, that he shall himself fall into the enemy’s hands, shall be made a prisoner, shall be brought before that furious King Nebuchadnezzar, and be carried away captive into Babylon. Prophet Ezekiel also prophesied that he should not see Babylon; nor did he, for his eyes were put out (Ezekiel 12:13). This wrath from God Zedekiah brought it upon himself and by his other sins and from Nebuchadnezzar by breaking his faith with him.  Jeremiah was faithful in delivering this message, though he knew it would be ungrateful to the king, and might prove, as indeed it did, dangerous to himself; for he was imprisoned for it, yet he spoke all these words to Zedekiah. It is a mercy to great men to have those about them that will deal faithfully with them, and tell them the evil consequences of their evil courses, that they may reform and live. 
Zedekiah’s sin and of those who had servants began when Babylon had laid siege to Jerusalem, and the city was about to fall. Zedekiah finally decided to listen to Jeremiah and to try to obey God, so he and the princes set the servants free as was demanded by the Lord Almighty. He thought he could win God’s favor with a kind act, but what he needed was a change of heart. The people had been disobeying God’s laws from the beginning for not letting the slaves go free by writing off their debt every seven years (Exodus 21:2-11; Leviticus 25:39-55; Deuteronomy 15:12-18). But then they the king and the slaves owners changed their minds and brought the victims back into slavery. In America these would be most people in positions of power and authority, including the bankers and the evil credit system. This occurred when the siege was temporarily lifted, causing them to become bold and to turn back to their sins. These were Hebrew slaves that were being held, not Gentiles; they should have been freed on the seventh year. That is not sad to be done which does not last.” And because Zedekiah and the slaveholders reversed their stand, God gave them liberty to their well deserved punishment: sword, famine, and pestilence, for playing pranks with his laws.
The people of Israel had a hard time keeping their promises to God. As it was in Israel, so it is in America today. As Israel did in the Temple, so it is in the Churches; we would solemnly promise to obey God, but back in our homes and at work we would not do it. God expressed his great displeasure and has continued to do so over Americans and their  sinful lifestyle. My friends, if you want to please God, make sure you keep your promises. God wants promises lived out, not just piously made. No playing pranks with God; it is a very dangerous thing to do, for the consequences are usually too great to bear.
In order that we may effectually oblige ourselves to our duty, it is good to alarm ourselves with the apprehensions of the terror of the wrath and curse to which we expose ourselves if we live in the contempt of it, that wrath which will cut sinners asunder (Matthew 24:51), and sensible signs may be of use to make the impressions of it deep and durable, as here. They conformed themselves herein to the command of God and their covenant with him; they did let their servants go, though at this time, when the city was besieged, they could very ill spare them. Thus they did right in God’s sight. Though it was their trouble that drove them to it, yet he was well pleased with it. However, if they had persevered in this act of mercy to the poor, to their poor servants, it might have been a lengthening of their tranquility (Daniel 4:27). But we noted that when there was some hope that the siege was raised and the danger over they repented of their repentance, undid the good they had done, and forced the servants they had released into their respective services again.
18-19. Cutting of a calf in two and walking between the halves was a customary way to ratify a contract (Genesis 15:9, 10).  This action symbolized the judgment on anyone who broke the contract. God was saying, “You have broken the contract you made with me, so you know the judgment awaiting you.” For this treacherous dealing with God they are here severely threatened. Be not deceived; God is not mocked. Those that think to put a cheat upon God by a dissembled repentance, a fallacious covenant, and a partial temporary reformation, will prove in the end to have put the greatest cheat upon their own souls; for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God. It is here threatened, with an observable air of displeasure against them. That, since they had not given liberty to their servants to go where they pleased, God would give all his judgments liberty to take their course against them without control: “You have not proclaimed liberty to your servants,” saith The Lord God Almighty. 
Though they had done it, yet they might truly be said not to have done it, because they did not stand to it, but undid it again. The righteousness that is forsaken and turned away from shall be forgotten, and not mentioned any more than if it had never been (Ezekiel 18:24). "Therefore I will proclaim a liberty for you; I will discharge you from my service, and put you out of my protection, which those forfeit that withdraw from their allegiance. You shall have liberty to choose which of these judgments you will be cut off by, sword, famine, or pestilence;’’ such a liberty as was offered to David, which put him into a great strait (2 Samuel 24:14).  Those that will not be in subjection to the law of God put themselves into subjection to the wrath and curse of God. But this shows what liberty to sin really—it is but a liberty to the sorest judgments.
God has proclaimed 2015 a year of Jubilee for his people saying: “For all that I have said and done, I will bring to pass. I will manifest them,” saith The Lord. “I, The Lord, will manifest the works of My hand,” saith The Lord God. “I will manifest the great and mighty works of My hand. The ears of man that heareth and the eyes of man that seeth will glorify My name, will glorify My name, the name of the Most High God,” saith The Lord. “For all that I have done shall be made manifest,” saith The Lord.’  “Behold, the day of My joy cometh upon the members of God’s family,” saith The Lord. “The Lord’s day is coming, the day of My jubilee for the Lord’s people, My servants,” saith The Lord. But for those who have rejected salvation in Jesus Christ, the choice is yours: freedom from sin and salvation in Jesus Christ, or liberty to the sword, famine and pestilence. 

America by her leaders who actually are her enemies within, has been prepared as meat for her enemies without, to come and feast on her. God Almighty will allow their plan to work, for out of it shall emerge a new and righteous America—free of all manner of evils and abominations.
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Proverbs 6:16-19King James Version (KJV)

16 These six things doth the Lord hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him:

17 A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,

18 An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief,

19 A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren.
