Sabbath Day Sermon of July 28, 2018
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop
The New Jerusalem
Revelation Chapter 21
In this chapter, we finally see the New Jerusalem in all her glory. This vision of the city in which God Almighty truly dwells rounds out the condemnation of all the false claims of the beast and Babylon in the previous chapters. It also represents the final gathering of the community which belongs to the Lamb, today this gathering is symbolized in the feast of the tabernacle. The earth as we know it will not last forever, but after God Almighty’s great judgment, he will create a new earth (Romans 8:18-21; 2 Peter 3:7-13).
	God Almighty also promised in Isaiah 65:17; 66:22 that he will create a new and eternal earth. The seas in John’s time was viewed as dangerous and changeable. It was also the source of the beast in chapter 13:1. We do not know how the new earth will look or where it will be except that it will be a very beautiful place. God Almighty and his followers, that is, those whose names are written in the book of life will be united to live there forever. My friends, we have this question for you, will you be there, or will you be absent?
2-7. The New Jerusalem is where God Almighty dwells among his people “The Tabernacle of God Almighty is with men.” Here we observe how close God Almighty has wanted to be with his children, instead of our going up to meet him, he comes down to be with us, just as He became a man in Jesus Christ and lived among us (John 1:14). Wherever God Almighty reigns, there is peace, security, and love.
It is alright to imagine what eternity will be like, but I promise you that you will never come close to imagining what it will be like to live in it because words cannot describe it. The New Jerusalem is briefly described for us as the place where God the Father will “Wipe away all our tears.” Forevermore there will be no death, pain, sorrow, loneliness, or crying. This is a wonderful truth. 
No matter what you are going through in this life, The Father God Almighty wants you to know it is not the last word, for He has written the final chapter, and it is about true fulfillment and eternal joy for those who love Him. We do not know as much as we would like, but it is enough to know that eternity with God Almighty will be more wonderful than we can imagine. “It is done, I am the Alpha and Omega,” says the Lord God Almighty.
To receive the blessings God Almighty has promised, you must be willing to overcome the world by enduring to the end (Mark 13:13). Then will you receive the blessings which include (1) eating from the tree of life, (2) escaping from the lake of fire or “the second death,” (3) receiving a special name, (4) having power over the nations, (5) being included in the book of life, (6) being a pillar in God Almighty’s spiritual temple, (7) sitting with Jesus Christ on his throne. Those who would endure the testing of evil and remain faithful will be rewarded much more by God Almighty. But the lake of fire is well explained for all who would want to know in chapter 19: 20; 20:14-15. The second death is spiritual death, meaning eternal torment in the lake of fire, and it is a permanent separation from the Father God Almighty.
8-9. The “fearful” here may not be those that are fainthearted but diligent in their faith or who sometimes doubt or question, but it is probably those who turn back from following God Almighty for reasons of materialism, and or will denounce their faith to avoid being persecuted or beheaded for the witness of Jesus and for the word of God Almighty, and choose to worship the beast, take his mark upon their foreheads and in their hands. 
They are not brave enough to stand up for Jesus Christ; they are not humble enough to accept his authority over their lives. In other words, they are pretenders who never believed in Him.They never trusted him or that he can save them as he promised with his life that he would. They actually have been in rebellion against God Almighty in their hearts.People with this mindset are put in the same list as the unrepentant, abominable, murderers, liars, idolaters, the immoral, and those practicing demonic arts (Galatians 5:19-21). They will not see nor will they enter the New Jerusalem (20:14-15).
God Almighty is the Creator. Observe that the Bible begins with a majestic story of his creation of the universe, and it concludes with his creation of a new heaven and earth. This is tremendous hope and encouragement for the believer, in that when we are with him, with our sins forgiven, and our future secure, we will be like Jesus Christ and made perfect like Jesus. Just as God Almighty finished the work of creation and Jesus finished the work of redemption, so God the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit will finish the entire plan of salvation by inviting the redeemed into a new creation.
10-17. Here, we have a stunning description of the New Jerusalem our new home that God Almighty has prepared for his true children. The vision is symbolic and shows us that our new home with our Father God Almighty will defy description. We will not be disappointed by it in any way because there will be nothing to compare with it (John 14:1-4). The New Jerusalem is a picture of God Almighty’s future home for his people. The twelve tribes of Israel represent all the faithful in the Old Testament; the twelve apostles represent the Church. Thus both believing Gentiles and Israelites who have been faithful to God Almighty will live together in the new earth.
The city measurements are symbolic of a place that will hold all God Almighty’s people. The measurements are given in cubits and are all multiples of 12, the number for God Almighty’s people. There were 12 tribes in Israel and 12 apostles who started the Church. The walls are 144 (12x12) cubits (200 feet) thick; there are 12 layers in the walls, and 12 gates in the city; and the height, length, and breadth are all the same, 12,000 furlongs or 1,400 miles.  The New Jerusalem is a perfect cube, the same shape as the Most Holy Place in the Temple (1 Kings 6:20). These measurements Illustrate that this new home will be perfect for God Almighty’s children.
18-27. The picture of walls made of jewels reveals that the New Jerusalem will be a place of purity and durability; it will last forever. The Temple, center of God Almighty’s presence among his people, was the primary place of worship. No temple is needed in the New Jerusalem because the Most High God’s presence will be everywhere. The presence of the Father and the Lamb makes the whole city a temple. He will be worshipped throughout the city, and nothing will hinder us from being with Him forever. The glory of the LORD fills the city so that she has no need of heavenly bodies to provide light. The kings of the nations of the earth that have been saved come bringing their glory and honor into it.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The city gates are always open, and it is one of holiness. Not everyone will be allowed into the New Jerusalem, but only “they which are written in the Lamb’s book of life.” My friends, you will be mistaken to think you will enter because of your background, personality, your position in the Church, or good behavior. By now you ought to have realized that eternal life is available to all only because of what Jesus, the Lamb, has done. For those who have not received Jesus into their lives, if you will call to Him today to save you and trust him, he will secure your citizenship in the New Creation of God Almighty (Matthew 9:27-29).
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