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By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Our Preservation in Jesus Christ as True Christians

First Peter Chapter 1

This chapter is a letter written by Apostle Peter to those who lived in the regions of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, Bithynia and throughout the world who used to be strangers to the precepts of the Almighty God and his family, but have now become his adopted sons and daughters through Jesus Christ. God by his foreknowledge, meaning that God knows everything from eternity past. He knew who would be saved before creation began. Foreknowledge relates to the doctrine of election; this is the outworking of God’s power to effect what he chooses. By God’s foreknowledge we are elected or chosen to good works, to become like Jesus Christ, to obtain eternal glory; and to be adopted as sons and daughters of the Almighty God (Ephesians 1:4). Some have said that only those who are elect are saved, if so, then Jesus Christ’s redemption would be limited. We believe that the call to salvation is universal for God loved the world or rather everyone in the world that he gave his Son to redeem the whole world(John 3:16-18). However, each of us has been allowed to have the choice to choose to be elect by our own free will or to reject the call to come to Jesus, to be saved and receive eternal life.
The first believers and leaders of the early Congregation of Jesus Christ were of the tribes of Israel. When they became Christians, they did not give up their Israelites heritage, just as we did not give up our nationalities when we became Christians.  However, to be truly Christians, we must give up our old native customs which are generally of pagan origin. In its place we must take on the Christian living which separates us from those who have not been regenerated. 
Because of persecution, the believers to whom Peter wrote this letter had been scattered throughout the Roman world (Acts 8:1-4). However, persecution did not quench the Gospel; instead, it introduced it to the whole empire. Thus, the Congregations to which Peter wrote also included Gentile Christians. Peter encourages his readers by this strong declaration that they were chosen, that is, “elect” by God the Father. At one time, only the nation of Israel could claim to be God’s chosen people, but through Jesus Christ all believers: Israelites and Gentiles belong to God. Our salvation and security rest in the free and merciful choice of Almighty God; no trials or persecution can rob us of the eternal life he gives to those who believe in him. You should know that the work of all three members of the Trinity to bring about our salvation. The Father chose us before we chose him. The Son died for us while we were still sinners (Romans 5:6 -10). The Holy Spirit brings us salvation, sanctifies us, and sets us apart for God’s service (2 Thessalonians 2:13).

Blessed the God and Father of our LORD Jesus Christ, who according to his abundant mercy has begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. My friends, if you need encouragement, here it is: Peter’s words offer joy and hope in times of trouble, and he bases his confidence on what God has done for us in Jesus Christ. You should know that you are called to live in the hope of eternal life. Your hope should not only be for the future; eternal life begins when you believe in God and join his family. No matter what pain or trial you face in this life, you should know that it is not your final experience. One day you will live with Jesus Christ forever. If you like what you just read, say thank you Jesus for what he has done for humanity; a second chance, an opportunity for you and me to choose to live forever.
The Israelites had looked foward to an inheritance in the Promised Land of Canaan (Numbers 32:19), but Christians look forward to a family inheritance in the eternal city of God. God has reserved it; it will never grow dim or decay; it will be unstained by sin. Eternal life in the Kingdom of God is there for you if you have trusted Jesus Christ as your Savior.
If you are willing, God will help you remain true to your faith, whatever difficult times you face or must face.  You may have to endure trials, persecution, or violent death, but your soul cannot be harmed if you have accepted Jesus Christ’s gift of salvation.  All true Christians should always consider themselves as targets of persecution; they will always be targets of persecution until Jesus returns. In Rome Christians refused to worship the emperor as god and thus were viewed as atheists and traitors. Today all true Christians have refused to worship the pope as god, who the world considers to be their emperor today, and thus are viewed as heretics and traitors worthy of death. 
In the Roman Empire, Christians refused to worship at pagan temples; today true Christians have refused to worship at pagan temples known as Masonic lodges, so business for these satanic moneymaking enterprises dropped wherever Christianity took hold. Christians did not support the Roman ideals of self, power, and conquest; and the Romans scorned the Christian ideal of self-sacrificing service. The Christians exposed and rejected the horrible immorality of pagan culture, and are today fighting an upstream battle against immorality and abominations in the society of which some of them have been made legal. All true Christians know that because the government says that an act is legal does not mean it is right. 
Peter mentions suffering in his letter, and speaks of trials; he is not talking about natural disasters or God’s judgment like the one that is about to fully come down on America, but the response of an unbelieving world to people of faith in God and his Son Jesus Christ. All true believers face such trials when they let their light shine into the darkness that exists in most people’s hearts. We must accept trials when they come as part of the refining process that burns away impurities, preparing you to meet Jesus Christ. Trials should teach you patience (Romans 5:3, 4; James 1: 2, 3), and help you grow to be the kind of person God wants you to be for him. As gold is heated, impurities float to the top and can be skimmed off. Steel is tempered or strengthened by heating it in fire. Likewise, your trials, struggles, and persecution should strengthen your faith and make you useful to God.
From the Scriptures we learned of the Prophets that although the plan of salvation was a mystery to them, they still suffered persecution and some even died for propagating God’s message. Some true Israelite Christians reading Peter’s letter, by contrast, had seen Jesus for themselves and knew why he came. These no doubt based their assurance on Jesus’ death and resurrection. These have firsthand knowledge and personal experience of Jesus, and with that their faith may have been stronger than many who did not have their experience. 

11-15. The Spirit of Jesus Christ, is the Holy Spirit. Before Jesus handed over his ministry on earth to his apostles to return to heaven, he promised to send his Holy Spirit, the Comforter, to teach, help, and guide his followers (John 16:7-15). The Holy Spirit will tell us all about Jesus and reveal his glory. The Old Testament prophets, writing under the Holy Spirit’s inspiration, described the coming Messiah. The New Testament apostles, through the inspiration of the same Spirit, preached the crucified and risen Lord. Thus, the effectiveness of the ministries of God’s people depends upon the Holy Spirit sent down from heaven by the Father and the ascended Lord Jesus Christ. The success of sharing the good news hinges on the operation of the Holy Spirit and his blessing. The surest guarantee for a spiritually successful Christian life and ministry is unalterably connected with being filled with the Holy Spirit.

All true Christians having been called for holy living, are to be prepared for action, live with self-control, and set your hope on Jesus Christ’s return. The God of Israel and of the Christian Congregation is holy; He sets the standard for morality. Unlike the pagan world then and today, our God is not warlike, adulterous, or spiteful. Unlike the gods of the heathen cults in the first century, and today who demand human sacrifices, and self defilement, our God is not bloodthirsty or promiscuous. He is a God of mercy and justice who cares personally for each of his followers. Our holy God expects us to imitate him by following his high moral standards. Like him, we should be both merciful and just; like him, we should sacrifice ourselves for others.
16-20. Unfortunately, most people after they commit their lives to Jesus Christ, will during trials or persecutions begin to think that the Lord God is Slow on things, and they will start feeling a pull back to their old ways.  If you are among those who sometimes think that God is slow, you should know that he is listening, and these are His questions and admonitions for you in response to your wrongful thoughts and remarks:  “Who is it that says, The Lord is Slow? “Who is it that says, The Lord tarries? Who is it that says, The Lord is not fast enough?” Is it your feeble wisdom you are comparing with God’s wisdom? I Am The Lord God Omnipresent; I see what you do not see. I know what you do not know and will never know, saith The Lord God. I see and behold years and years to come. For I am The Lord God; The Lord God who knoweth all things; The Lord God who seeth all things; The Omnipotent God who can do all things,” saith The Lord God Most High. “Why is it hard for the sons of men to rely on My wisdom,” saith The Lord? “What do you know, saith The Lord? How much can you see, saith The Lord? “How much can you do, saith The Lord? “How much do you know and understand about My ways; the ways of The Lord, God Almighty?” saith The Most High God.

Now, “Let him that thinks he is standing beware lest he fall” (1 Corinthians 10:12).  Peter tells us to be like our Father in heaven: holy in everything we do.  Holiness means being totally devoted or dedicated to God, set aside to his special use and set apart from sin and its influence. You are to be set apart and different, not blending in with the crowd, or desiring to be liked by them, yet not being different just for the sake of being different. What make you different if you have not realized them are God’s qualities in your live. All this is in direct contrast to your old ways, which are of the world. You cannot become holy on your own, but God gives you his Holy Spirit to help obey and to give you power to overcome sin.  The excuse that you cannot help slipping into sin is not acceptable to God. You must rely on God’s power to free you from sinful tendencies, and from sin’s grip.
The word redeemed means to “buy back from bondage” or “to redeem.” The need for being redeemed or brought back springs from our bondage to sin and to Satan or Mr. Sin, also known as Lucifer (John 8:34;Romans 6:17, 23). It is God who redeems us by his grace. God has done this through the meritorious death of Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 1:30; Galatians 3:13; 4:4, 5; Ephesians 1:7; Titus 2:14). Redemption is past, present, and future. We have been redeemed; we are being redeemed; and we will be redeemed. The final redemption occurs when that which we have embraced by faith becomes a historical reality. We could not escape from sin on our own; only the life of God’s Son could free us.
The plan of God to sacrifice Jesus for our sins was not an afterthought, not something God Almighty decided to do when the world got out of control. This plan was set in motion by the all-knowing, eternal God long before the world was created. This we have also learned from the testimony of a fallen angel  or demon by the name Anana, that was being cast out from a teenage girl during a church prayer service, who said that herself among other fallen angels who followed Satan in his rebellion against God, have been in hell with Satan millions of years before the world was created. What comfort it must have been to the Israelite believers, and to us today to know that Jesus’ coming and his work of salvation were planned by God long before the world began. This assured them and should assure us that the offering of animal sacrifice for sin was scrapped because it could not take away sin, and that both the coming of Jesus Christ and his sacrificial death were part of God’s eternal plan to take away sin and save humanity from eternal death.
21-23. Peter here agrees with Paul that sincere love involves selfless giving; a self-centered person cannot truly love anyone. God’s love and forgiveness free you to take your eyes off yourself and meet others’ needs. By sacrificing his life, Jesus showed that he truly loves you and your neighbors. Now you can love others by following his example and giving of yourself sacrificially.

“Being born again,” what it means: A once born person dies twice; he or she dies in the flesh, and dies in the spirit. A twice born person dies once, he or she dies in the flesh but his or her soul lives forever. Thus regeneration, or the “new birth,” is the impartation of divine life to the believer’s soul. All true Christians must be twice-born: the first time from a mother’s womb, then again by the Spirit of God to new life (John 3:3; 14:15-17). The new birth comes through the redemption of Jesus Christ, whose blood was shed for the purpose. The Holy Spirit through the Word of God convicts, converts, and regenerates the sinner.   Quoting from Isaiah 40:6-8, Peter reminds all true Christians that everything in this life: possession, accomplishments, and people will eventually fade away and disappear. Only God’s will, his Word, and works are permanent.  Therefore, Christians ought to stop grasping the temporary things, and focus our time and efforts on the permanent, which are the Word of God and our new, eternal life in Jesus Christ
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