Sabbath Day Sermon of July 22, 2017
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

When you think you do not Need God Almighty

2 Chronicles Chapter 12

This passage should serve as a warning to those who in the present and those in the future that would come to think that they are secure in life that either they do not or no longer need God Almighty. If this is your mind set, we suggest you think again.  Rehoboam was Solomon’s son and successor who was partly responsible for the breakup of Solomon’s kingdom because of his stupidity (2 Chronicles 10:1-19). Rehoboam was partly responsible for the breakup because the prophecy had already gone out before his time that God Almighty will give away part of his father Solomon’s kingdom for going after other gods, and kept not that which the LORD commanded.  In Rehoboam’s time was the prophecy fulfilled that God rend the kingdom of Israel and gave ten tribes to Solomon’s servant Jeroboam (1 Kings 11:1-43).
The first three years of Rehoboam’s reign were secure not only because he administers well, but more importantly because he was faithful to the LORD at the time. The priests and Levites who had been in the north came south to Judah and Jerusalem, having been expelled by Jeroboam. Those who sought the Lord also came south to Jerusalem to sacrifice. But when Rehoboam thought he was set for life after he secured and fortified the walls around Jerusalem, he turned against God and suffered for his foolishness.  Judah, the Southern Kingdom, survived for more than three hundred years before it was destroyed by the Babylonian conquest.
5-8. The second part of Rehoboam’s reign is characterized by infidelity to the LORD.  Shishak the king of Egypt came down on Judah at the instigation of God Almighty for forsaking the law of the LORD, and all Israel with him.  The Lord, however, sends prophet Shemaiah to Rehoboam to interpret for him what is happening. “Rehoboam has abandoned the Lord, so the Lord is abandoning Rehoboam” in the hands of Shishak the king of Egypt.  The sound of this is similar to Obama’s administration, for all Americans who had lost their minds were with him in his promulgations of abominable executive orders intended to destroy American righteous values. The invasion of Egypt of Judah was a divine punishment for departing from the faith. So was the invasion of Obama’s administration in the lives of Americans.
Although there was a turning back to God Almighty and a seeking for his help which stayed the hand of Shishak from completely destroying the Kingdom, Judah became a tributary to Shishak king of Egypt. A living example of what happened to Judah for abandoning God Almighty is what has happened to America, and will continue until we as a people repent and return to God Almighty who established our nation. Until we repent and return to God Almighty,  America will remain a prisoner in her own land for disobeying God’s laws. If you ask, “What can America do to regain her place in God Almighty’s favor?” Only repentance will lead to mitigation of the intended and deserved punishment if America is not to be completely destroyed. It is never too late to repent individually and collectively as a people even in the midst of punishment. Regardless of what we have done as a people, God is willing to receive us back into fellowship, if we repent and ask for his forgiveness.
The service or tribute was the price Judah had to pay for disobeying God’s Law. Just as it is in the works of the leaders of America today, the nation’s leaders of Judah thought they could succeed in their own strength, but they were wrong; for God rules over all nations. America’s leaders couldn’t be more wrong who think they can govern our country without God Almighty. When a people rebel against God Almighty they always pay for it. 
When a nation has God Almighty out of the lives of her people as American leaders are determined to accomplish, they lose more spiritually than they ever gain financially. We observe here that in the pure gold of Solomon Temple that it was replaced by cheaper bronze. Rehoboam attempted to maintain the trappings and appearance of former glory, but he couldn’t measure up. When God is no longer central in your life, maintaining the appearance of a Christian life becomes superficial. Outer beauty must come from inner strength.
9-14. Shishak helps himself generously to the treasures of Judah and the temple. He raided the palace and the temple.  Just as Shishak king of Egypt helped himself generously with the wealth of Judah, America as a tributary nation is subjected to her prison masters who are helping themselves with the hard earned wages of her people through unfair taxation. Here we see that once again, Rehoboam learned his lesson the hard way and God helped him so that in Judah things went well. Will America ever wake up to her predicament in time, before it is too late?
Rehoboam experienced no peace in his reign for Shishak was a problem for him, so also were the ten tribes that had revolted, and there were wars continually between Rehoboam and Jeroboam. Since Rehoboam would not have God Almighty as his King, so God appointed Shishak as his tributary ruler. The splendor of Solomon had already departed from Israel, and the promise of blessing lost because of transgression. Rehoboam’s life was a tragedy because he prepared not his heart to seek the LORD. My friends, it is dangerous to put off deciding how you will respond to God. The Almighty God asks for no more than a firm commitment, and unless you respond by giving him your life, you will find yourself alienated from him. To be alienated from God Almighty is a very dangerous place to be in life.
In conclusion, two things especially are observable here in the reign of Rehoboam: (1). That he was at length pretty well fixed in building up his kingdom. His fenced cities in Judah did not answer his expectation, so he now strengthened himself in Jerusalem, which he made it his business to fortify, and there he reigned seventeen years, in the city which the Lord had chosen to put his name there. This intimates his honor and privilege, which he had his royal seat in the holy city, which yet was but an aggravation of his impiety. His royal seat was near the temple, but far from God Almighty. 
There were frequent skirmishes between his subjects and Jeroboam’s, such as amounted to continual wars, but he held his own, and reigned, and, as it should seem, and he did not so grossly forsake the law of God as he had done in his fourth year. He was never rightly fixed in his faith. He never quite cast off God and yet in this, he did evil, that he prepared not, he engaged not his heart to seek the LORD. In other words, Rehoboam did not serve the Lord because he did not seek the LORD. He did not pray for wisdom and grace. 
If Rehoboam had prayed better, he would have been in every way better. But he did not consult the Word of God, did not seek to that as his oracle, nor take directions from it. He made nothing of his faith because he did not set his heart to it, never minded it with any closeness of application, and never any hearty disposition to it, nor ever came up to a steady resolution in it. What little righteousness he had was transient and passed away like the morning cloud. He did evil because he was never determined for that which is good. Those are easily drawn by Satan to any evil that are wavering and inconstant in that which is good and are never persuaded to make faith in God Almighty their business.
Holy Spirit Advantage Prophetic Ministries®

Scripture Reading Online
http://av1611.com/kjbp/kjv-bible-text/index.html
http://www.hsapm.org/radio1.html
Online Bible by HSAPM for Windows 8.1
http://www.hsapm.org/rss
