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By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

God Will Remove Injustice 
Micah Chapter 2

When you lie down to rest for the night, what really goes on in your mind, because what goes on in your mind tells who you are and where you will probably spend eternity. In our message today, we shall begin by characterizing the sinful people or the sinful minded. Prophet Micah tells us in this chapter about those who planned evil deeds at night and rose at dawn to do them. They are covetous. They spend their time thinking and planning to accomplish their evil desires. When they should be sleeping, they device iniquity on their beds. When morning comes they carry out the plans they developed in the darkness of the night. However, gross their sins, they practice them openly. Upon their beds, where they should have been remembering God, and meditating upon him, where they should have been communing with their own hearts and examining them, they were devising iniquity.
Here is the injustice of man contriving the evil of sin. God was coming forth against this people to destroy them, and here he shows what was the ground of his controversy with them; it is that which is often mentioned as a sin that hastens the ruin of nations and families as much as any, the sin of oppression. Let us examine the steps of it.  They eagerly desire that which is not their own—that is the root of bitterness, the root of all evil. They covet fields and houses, as Ahab did Naboth’s vineyard (1 Kings 21:1-19). "Oh that such a one’s field and house were mine! It lies convenient for me, and I would manage it better than he does; it is fitter for me than for him.’’  They set their wits on work to invent ways of accomplishing their desire; they devise iniquity with a great deal of cursed art and policy; they plot how to do it effectually, and yet so as not to expose themselves, or bring themselves into danger, or under reproach, by it. This is called working evil! They are working it in their heads, in their families, and are as intent upon it, and with as much pleasure, as if they were doing it, and are as confident of their success, so wisely do they think they have laid the scheme as if it were assuredly done. Even as they devised all manner of evil, so God now will device punishment for such haughty sinners.

They do not care to whom they do wrong nor how far the iniquity extends which they devise: They oppress a man and his house; they rob and ruin those that have numerous families to maintain, and are not concerned though they send them and their wives and children a begging. They oppress a man and his heritage; they take away from men that which they have an unquestionable title to, having received it from their ancestors, and which they have but in trust, to transmit it to their posterity; but those oppressors care not how many they impoverish, so they may but enrich themselves.

The justice of God contriving the evil of punishment for this sin: Therefore thus saith the Lord, the righteous God, that judges between man and man, and is an avenger on those that do wrong, “Behold, against this family do I devise an evil, that is, against the whole kingdom, the house of Israel, or any people and nation and particularly those families in it that were cruel and oppressive. They unjustly devise evil against their brethren, and God will justly devise evil against them. The Lord says we are all brethren, because he created only one race on earth not two; “And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; “ (Gen. 10; Acts 17:24-28).  
Infinite Wisdom will so contrive the punishment of their sin that it shall be very sure, and such as cannot be avoided, very severe, and such as they cannot bear, very signal and remarkable, and such as shall be universally observed to answer to the sin. The more there appears of a wicked wit in the sin the more there shall appear of a holy wisdom and fitness in the punishment; for the Lord will be known by the judgments he executes; he will be owned by them. He finds them very secure, and confident that they shall in some way or other escape the judgment, or, though they fall under it, shall soon throw it off and get clear of it, and therefore he tells them, “It is an evil from which they shall not remove their neck.”
A person’s thoughts reflect his or her character. What do you think about as you lie down to sleep? Do you sing praises to God in your heart; thinking how to do good things to others, or do your desires involve greed or stepping on others to achieve your goals? Evil thoughts lead to evil deeds. Believe it or not, those who have been oppressing others will find the tables turned. They will end up not having any share in the decision to divide the land because they won’t have any surviving relatives. For the Lord shall send an enemy force that shall possess it all, everything they have stolen from his people. There is no neutrality when it comes to what controls a human being. It is either the Holy Spirit of God that is in a person or it is the demonic spirits of Satan. You can tell which of these spirits controls a man by his character, especially the way a man or a woman treats others.
My friends if these messages seem harsh, using for an example Israel’s experience, remember God did not want to take revenge on Israel when he sent in Nebuchadnezzar and finally the Romans to clean up Israel’s pollution; on those two occasions he wanted to get them back on the right path. The people had rejected what was true and right, and they needed stern discipline. Children may think discipline is harsh, but it helps keep them on the right path. If we only want God’s comforting messages, we may miss what he has for us. Listen whenever God speaks, even when the message is hard to take.
If you perceive yourself to be of the character described in this passage, you must know that in that day, when God comes to punish you for your oppression, shall one take up a parable against you, and lament with a doleful lamentation, with a lamentation of lamentations so the word is, a most lamentable lamentation, as a song of songs is a most pleasing song. In other words, your enemies shall insult over them, and make a jest of your grief, for they shall take up a parable against you. It is just with God that those who have dealt fraudulently and violently with others should themselves be dealt fraudulently and violently. God shall ratify what they say in their despair; so it shall be: “Thou shalt have none to cast a cord by lot in the congregation of the Lord, none to divide inheritances,” because there shall be no inheritances to divide, no courts to try titles to lands, or determine controversies about them, or cast lots upon them, as in Joshua’s time, for all shall be in the enemies’ hand.

11. Here are two sins charged upon the people of Israel, and judgments denounced against them for each, such judgments as exactly answer the sin—persecuting God’s prophets and oppressing God’s poor. Persecuting God’s prophets, suppressing and silencing them, is a sin that provokes God as much as anything, for it not only spits in the face of his authority over us, but spurns at the bowels of his mercy to us; for his sending prophets to us is a sure and valuable token of his goodwill. What the obstruction and opposition were which this people gave to God’s prophets: They said to those that prophesy, Prophesy ye not, as Isa. 30:10 . They said to the seers, "See not; do not trouble us with accounts of what you have seen, nor bring us any such frightful messages.’’ They must either not prophesy at all or prophesy only what is pleasing.

6-11. True Prophets of God and truth speakers of God were an annoyance to these sinners. They rebuke those who speak words they do not wish to hear and admonish them to keep these things to themselves. Here we are made to be aware of the return of the people of God to their homeland which was partially fulfilled after the seventy years of captivity. But there was no return of the ten tribes of the Northern Kingdom, nor has there been since they were removed from the land by the Assyrian invasion. Moreover, the return of some of the people of Judah from Babylon was reversed after the time of Jesus Christ; when the dispersion occurred in 70 A.D. The day is coming when all Israel will be repatriated. This is still the future. Most of the prophets who spoke of the judgment of God against this people also included a word of hope for the future prospects of the sons and daughters of Jacob at the end of the age. “The stranger who has joined himself or herself unto Israel and obey My Word, and live before Me in holiness shall be to Me as one born unto Jacob,” saith The Lord.
Rebellious people always like false prophets who tell them only what they would like to hear. True prophets of God would always speak against false prophets and false teachers/speakers who encourage the people to feel comfortable in their sin. Preachers are popular when they don’t ask too much of their people, when they tell them their greed or lust might even be good for them. But a true teacher of God speaks the truth, regardless of what the listeners want to hear.  But a people and nation that is polluted shall have prophets that will prophesy to them for wine and strong drink, that will give them a cast of their office to their minds for a bottle of wine of a flagon of ale, will soothe sinners in their sins if they will but feed them with the gratifications of their lusts; to have such prophets, and to be ridden by them, is as sad a judgment as any people can be under and as bad a preface of ruin approaching as it is to a particular person to be under the influence of a debauched conscience.
Those who formerly rose up against the enemies of the nation, in defense of their country and therein behaved themselves bravely, now of late rose up as enemies of the nation, and, instead of defending it, have become the fifth column or the enemy within to destroyed it, and did it more mischief; as usually such vipers in the bowels of a state do than a foreign enemy could do. They made a prey of men, women, and children; of those men that were far from any evil designs, so barbarously did they use those that were quiet in the land, who, being harmless, were fearless, and so the more easily make a prey.  Of women, whose sex should have been their protection: “The women of my people have you cast out from their pleasant houses.” They devoured widows’ houses (Mt. 23:14 ), and so turned them out of the possession of them, because they were pleasant houses, and such as they had a mind for. It is always inhuman to deal barbarously with women; but that which especially aggravated it was that they were the women of God’s people, whom they knew to be under his protection. Of children, whose age entitles them to a tender usage: “From their children have you taken away my glory forever.” It was the glory of the Israelites’ children that they were free, but they enslaved them—that they were born in God’s house, and had a right to the privileges of it, but they sold them to strangers who molested them, sent them into idolatrous countries, where they were deprived forever of that glory; at least the oppressors designed their captivity should be perpetual.

12-13. Micah was prophesying after the Major Prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel. His prophecy telescoped two great events: Judah’s return from captivity in Babylon and the great gathering of all believers when the Messiah returns. God gave his prophets visions of various future events, but not necessarily the ability to discern when these events would happen. The prophets of the Old Testament could not see the long period of time between the Babylonian captivity and the coming of the Messiah, but they could clearly see that the Messiah was coming. The purpose of this prophecy was not to predict exactly how this would occur, but that it would. This gave the people hope and helped them to turn from sin.
To a people and nations where evil abound, the righteous God will certainly reckon for injuries done to the widows and fatherless, who, being helpless and friendless, cannot otherwise expect to be righted. What would the sentence be and that was passed upon them who had done such: "Arise ye, and depart;” prepare to quit this land, for you shall be forced out of it, as you have forced the women and children of my people out of their possessions; it is not, it shall not, be your rest, as it was intended that Canaan should be, (Ps. 95:11). You shall have neither contentment nor continuance in it, because it is polluted by your wickedness.’’ Sin is defiling to a land, and sinners cannot expect to rest in a land which they have polluted, but it will spew them out, as the land spewed out the Canaanites of old when they had polluted it with their abominations, Lev. 18:27, Lev. 18:28, so shall any nation be spewed out for pollution. Again, the only option any people and nation that has polluted their God’s given land will have shall be to prepare for evacuation. "No, we would not only be obliged to depart out of this land, but it shall destroy us as a people even with a sore destruction; we would either be turned out of it or which is all one or we would be ruined in it.’’ When a nation is polluted like America has become, the thing that is standing is God’s promise to protect His people by all means. To share of this promise of God, you must call to Jesus today to save you, and you will be rest assured of eternal life.
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