Sabbath Day Sermon of July 18, 2015
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Love: The Key to Understanding the Christian Culture.
1 Corinthians Chapter 13.

Here charity or agape in Greek is translated as love in the New Testament. We noted that beginning from the first verse, Paul compares love with such gifts as tongues, prophecy, understanding of mysteries, knowledge, faith, and giving of one’s goods to feed the poor, and  Paul concludes that where godly love is lacking none of these gifts will benefit a man or woman. Without godly love, whatever gifts anyone has will not keep him or her from becoming a dead instrument.

In this chapter Paul gave evidence of the Corinthians lack of love. He went on to define real godly love and shows how love works. Love no doubt is more important than all the spiritual gifts exercised in the Congregation of Jesus Christ. Great faith, acts of dedication or sacrifice, and miracle-working power produce very little without love. Love makes our actions and gifts useful. Although people have different gifts, love is available to everyone. If you are not persuaded to speak to others about the love of  Jesus Christ, could it be that you do not have godly love in your heart?
4-12. We must not confuse love with lust like the people in the world do. God’s kind of love is directed outward toward others, not inward toward ourselves. It is utterly unselfish. This kind of godly love goes against our natural inclinations. It is possible only if God helps you set aside your own desires and instincts, so that you can give love while expecting nothing in return. Thus the closer you come to Jesus Christ, the more love you will show to others. If you cannot do this, that is, show more love to others, it is the evidence that you are not close to Jesus Christ in your acclaimed Christian living. If you have the love of Jesus Christ, you will know that God gives spiritual gifts for life on earth in order to build up, serve, and strengthen fellow Christians as well as bring non Christians to Jesus Christ. The gifts you have been given is not for personal gratification, but it is for the Congregation of Jesus Christ. In eternity, we will be made perfect and complete and will be in the very presence of our Father in heaven. We will no longer need spiritual gifts, so they will come to an end.
Where godly love is in action you will see patience and endurance, kindness respect for each other; it does not envy, not selfish, it does not segregate, does not single out or point fingers, judges righteously, not easily provoked, does not think evil of others, does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth, its courageous and bears all things, believes all the truths of God, it is hopeful that God will lead us through, and endures all things; be it trials or persecutions.
The statement that love will remain when prophecies, tongues, and knowledge have passed away or failed, although it cannot be used to support the notion that they passed away at the end of the apostolic age and therefore no longer exist, but these things will cease when the need for them no longer exists, especially when Jesus Christ returns in glory and great power. However, until Jesus returns anyone who has received one or more of these gifts, but has no godly love which is superior to all gifts, is nothing and does not benefit the body of Jesus Christ in any way with those gifts. Paul further offered a glimpse into the future to give us hope that one day we will be complete when we see God face to face. This truth should strengthen our faith as we do not have all the answers now, but then we will. Someday we will see Jesus Christ in person and be able to see with God’s perspective.
13. Faith, hope, and love are the three most important graces. But two of the three are temporal and are needed in this present life. Faith and hope will disappear when we get to heaven, but love will remain forever. 
Unfortunately, in the morally corrupt world, love has become a mixed up term with little meaning. Today people are confused about love. Love is the greatest of all human qualities, and it is an attribute of God himself (1 John 4:8). It involves unselfish service to others: it gives evidence that you care. Faith is the foundation and content of God’s message; hope is the attitude and focus; love (agape or charity) is the action.  Where faith and hope are in line, you feel free to love others completely because you understand how God loves.
Paul elevated the gift of love above all other gifts, but he did not rule out or underestimate other gifts. Just that without godly love most of these gifts cannot benefit the Congregation of Jesus Christ in its work to accomplish its goals to turn many to righteousness. For love is what persuades a Christian to witness to others the love of Jesus Christ the fact that he gave his life for them. 

In the Scripture we learn that to everyone who has received one or more of the spiritual gifts, they are given according to the measure of the gift of Jesus Christ. To some he gave apostles, bishops and some prophets, and some evangelists, and some, pastors and teachers.  For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the Congregation of Jesus Christ.  Each of us in Jesus Christ now has a separate function, because Jesus Christ who came down amongst us, and has now been exalted, so that the whole universe should be filled with his Presence. This same Jesus Christ has given each of us in his Congregation a special gift, every one according to our several ability; which we are to use for the enrichment of the life of the Church. The aim of all this, therefore, is nothing less than that the Congregation should be allowed to grow and mature through its members who have received these gifts, until it expresses the wholesomeness of Jesus Christ in its life (Ephesians 4:7-12). It has also been proven that where ever these gifts have been suppressed among the members that, the Congregation became stagnant in its work to propagate the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
 Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit provides his Congregation with leaders: apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers. These have for their ministry the perfecting of the saints, which is to encourage believers, strengthen them, and equip them for the purpose of conforming them to the image of Jesus Christ, but not to discourage and segregate.  Till we all come into the unity of the faith, which must lead to the knowledge of the Son of God Jesus Christ, unto the perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Jesus Christ: These gifts, therefore, and the exercise of them by members who have received them, must remain and be maintained in the Church until we all in the Lord can make a clean break with the past. Until we all can live Christian lives which means changed lives, a total re-making of our whole person(s) into what God intended it to be. A life spent in one fellowship, where lies cannot be condoned, where there is no room for harboring grudges, dishonesty, a foul tongue, spite and ill-tempter. Until we as Christians can begin to see these offenses as against God’s Spirit which is in us through Jesus Christ (Ephesians 4:11, 13).
Until we as Christians can individually and consistently from the heart of our hearts, show kindness, generosity, and a forgiving heart - knowing that these are not more than our just debt to God, who has forgiven us, when we accepted  the death and the resurrection of his Son Jesus Christ. Until we Christians as God’s children, make Jesus Christ our pattern, and that means showing to each other the same kind of costly love as Jesus has shown to us, irrespective of our backgrounds.

Until we Christians have made this clean break with the past, knowing that casual sex relationships, greed, envy, hatred and filthy talk will bring God’s punishment. Until all who are members of the body of the Lord Jesus Christ make no mistakes about that, and have learned to keep away from people who say and practice these things. Until we all come to recognize that the diversity of gifts in the body of Jesus Christ, are given by the same Spirit for the benefit of all in the Congregation of Jesus Christ (Ephesians 4:17-32).  
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