Sabbath Day Sermon of July 16, 2016.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Heathenism: How People Lived Before Christianity

Leviticus Chapter 18

For those who do not seem to realize what the world was like until the arrival of Christianity, the Most High God himself who has been around tells us in this chapter what it means to be heathen, how they lived, their religion then and today. So this brings to mind the response that the Catholic church leaders have always given when challenged by true Christians regarding the authority of the Bible and its doctrinal truth. Their leaders response have always been that “The Catholic Church religion is older than Christianity and the  Bible. 

So we purposed to investigate to know what was here before Christianity and the Bible. In this passage of the Bible the Most High God spoke to Moses the followings: “Speak to the children of Israel, and say unto them, I am the LORD your God. After the doings of the land of Egypt, wherein ye dwelt, shall ye not do and after the doings of the land of Canaan; whither I bring you, shall ye not do; neither shall ye walk in their ordinances. Ye shall do my judgments, and keep mine ordinances, to walk therein. I am the LORD your God.”  
1-5. The LORD now describes the doings of the Egyptians and the Canaanites which were the cultures and religions older than Christianity and the Bible: He warns us against their doings: “None of you shall approach to any that is near of kin to him or her, to uncover their nakedness as the heathens do; the nakedness of thy father, or the nakedness of thy mother, thou shall not uncover: she is thy mother; thou shall not uncover her nakedness. The nakedness of thy father’s wife shall thou not uncover; it is thy father’s nakedness. The nakedness of thy sister, the daughter of thy father, or daughter of thy mother, whether she be born at home, or born abroad; even their nadedness thou shalt no uncover; for theirs is thine own nakedness, etc.
Uncover their nakedness, that is, “marry” or have sexual intercourse with” them. The Israelites moved from one idol-infested nation to another. So where ever these doings are prevalent, or are beginning to show their heads where they weren’t before, know that idolatry is present or is on the rise. As the Most High God helped them form a new culture which today is known as Christianity, he warned them to leave aspects of their heathen background behind. He also warned them how easy it would be to slip into the heathen culture of Canaan, where they were going. Egyptian and Canaan societies and religions appeal to carnal desires everywhere, especially sexual immorality and drunkenness; where everything goes, that is, “do as thou wilt” 
The Israelites as every Christian should, were to keep themselves pure and set apart for the Most High God.  The Most High did not and does not want his people absorbed into the surrounding culture and environment they live. Society may pressure us to conform to its sinful way of life and thought, but yielding to that pressure will bring the followings: create confusion as to which side we should be on, and eliminate our effectiveness in serving the Most High God. My friend, learn the Word of the Most High God; follow him, and do not let the culture around you mold your thoughts and actions.

6-18. Some have said that God allowed sisters and brothers to marry in Adam’s day. We looked for where God approved that idea in the Bible for a brother to marry his sister, we were unable to find it. Such marriages were as a result of the fall, and the spread of sin. We can choose to tell the Most High God in prayer what we need to do, and wait for his approval; or we can choose to go ahead and do them on our own, and face the consequences later. That those people in Adam’s day chose to marry their sisters does not mean that the Most High approved what they were doing. Now remember that they were at some point wipe out by the flood which was the judgment for all that they chose to do on their own (Genesis 6).
Marrying relatives was prohibited by the Most High God for physical, social, and moral reasons. Without these specific laws, sexual promiscuity would have been more likely, first in families, then outside. When improper sexual relations begin, family life is destroyed. Marrying two sisters is here forbidden. If the sister of the wife be taken for the concubine, or secondary wife, nothing can be more vexing in her life, or as along as she lives. If ask, “Does  it mean that a man can have two wives so long as they are not sisters? Monogamy was the Most High God’s rule from the beginning, but concubinage, while not approved, was regulated if it took place. So whenever  it is said to be legal or regulated,  it does not mean approved by the Most High God (Genesis 2:24).
19-23. God in these verses condemns sexual relations between two men, and with animals. Sodomy and bestiality are sins against nature and the commandment has never been abrogated and will never be. Again, in America these abominable acts have been legalized. For this act by our government, the nations of the world are shocked to realize how dumb and degenerated America has become; a nation full of and run by sodomites (Romans 1:21—32). These are sins not to be named without the utmost abhorrence imaginable; that ever there should have been occasion for the making of these laws, and that since they are published they should ever have been broken, is the perpetual reproach and scandal of human nature.  Therefore, that it is legal anywhere, does not make it approved by the Almighty God.
As we read at the beginning of this chapter, several abominations, or wicked things are listed, such as: having sexual relations with close relatives, committing adultery, offering children as sacrifices, having homosexual relations, having sexual relations with animals. These practices were and are still common in pagan religions, and it is easy to see why the Most High God dealt harshly with those who began to follow them. Such practices lead to disease, deformity, and both physical and spiritual deaths. They distrupt family life and society and reveal a low regard for the value of oneself and of others. Society today takes some of these practices lightly with America the Babylon of our time at the forefront in the campaign, to make them acceptable to all nations. But they are still sins in God’s eyes. If you consider them acceptable, you are not judging by the Most High God’s standards. Of course, the judgment is death when your cup of iniquity is full.
All sin is defiling to the conscience, but these are sins that have a peculiar turpitude in them. Our heavenly Father, in kindness to us, requires of us that we keep ourselves clean, and do not wallow in the dirt. The souls that commit them shall be cut off. And justly; for, if any man defile the temple of God Almighty, him or her shall God destroy, (1 Corinthians 3:17). Fleshly lusts war against the soul, and will certainly be the ruin of it if God Almighty’s mercy and grace do not prevent. The land is defiled. If such wickedness as these be practiced and connived at, the land is thereby made unfit to have Almighty God’s tabernacle in it, and the pure and holy God almighty will withdraw the tokens of his gracious presence from it. It is also rendered unwholesome to the inhabitants, who are hereby infected with sin and exposed to plagues and it is really nauseous and loathsome to all good people in it, as the wickedness of Sodom was to the soul of some members of Lot’s family.

These have been the abominations of the former Canaan inhabitants.  Therefore it was necessary that these laws should be made, as antidotes and preservatives from the plague are necessary when we go into an infected place like America has become. And therefore they should not practice any such things, because the nations that had practiced them now lay under the curse of God Almighty, and were shortly to fall by the sword of Israel. They could not but be sensible how odious those people had made themselves who wallowed in this mire, and how they stank in the nostrils of all good people; and shall a people sanctified and dignified as Israel was make themselves thus vile? When we observe how ill sin looks in others we should use this as an argument with ourselves with the utmost care and caution to preserve our purity.  For these and the like sins the Canaanites were to be destroyed; these filled the measure of the Amorites’ iniquity (Gen. 15:16), and brought down that destruction of so many populous kingdoms which the Israelites were now shortly to be not only the spectators, but the instruments of:  “Therefore I do visit the iniquity thereof upon it” says the LORD God Almighty. 
The tremendous judgments of God, executed on those that are daringly profane and atheistical, are intended as warnings to those who profess to be Christians to take heed of everything that has the least appearance of, or tendency towards, profaneness or atheism. Even the ruin of the Canaanites is an admonition to the Israelites not to do like them. This is to show that not only the Creator is provoked, but the creation burdened, by such abominations as these, it is added. “The land itself vomiteth out her inhabitants.”  The very ground they went upon did, as it were, groan under them, and was sick of them, and not easy till it had discharged itself of these enemies of the Lord God Almighty (Isaiah 1:24). This bespeaks the extreme loathsomeness of sin; sinful man indeed drinks in iniquity like water, but the harmless part of the creation even heaves at it, and rises against it.
 Many a house and many a town have spued out the wicked inhabitants, as it were, with abhorrence, (Revelation 3:16). “Therefore take heed, saith God Almighty, that the land spue not you out also.” It was secured to them, and entailed upon them, and yet they must expect that, if they made the vices of the Canaanites their own, with their land their fate would be the same. Wicked Israelites are as abominable to God as wicked Canaanites, and more so, and will be as soon spued out, or sooner. Such a warning as was here given to the Israelites is given by the apostle to the Gentile converts and the all people, with reference to the rejected Israelites, in whose room they were substituted (Romans 11:19); they must take heed of falling after the same example of unbelief, (Hebrews 4:11).
 Apply it more generally; and let it deter us effectually from all sinful courses to consider how many they have been the ruin of nations. Lay the ear of faith to the gates of the bottomless pit, and hear the doleful shrieks and outcries of damned sinners, whom earth has spued out and hell has swallowed, that find themselves undone, forever undone, by sin; and tremble lest this be your portion at last. God’s threatenings and judgments should frighten us from sin. The chapter concludes with a sovereign antidote against this infection: Therefore, you shall keep my ordinance that you commit not any one of these abominable customs. This is the remedy prescribed. Note, 1. Sinful customs are abominable customs, and their being common and fashionable does not make them at all the less abominable nor should we the less abominate them, but the more; because the more customary they are the more dangerous they are. 
It is of pernicious consequence to admit and allow of any one sinful custom, because one will make way for many. Admit but a single absurdity, you invite a thousand. The way of sin is downhill.  A close and constant adherence to God’s ordinances is the most effectual preservative from the infection of gross sin. The more we taste of the sweetness and feel of the power of holy ordinances the less inclination we shall have to the forbidden pleasures of sinners’ abominable customs. It is the grace of God only that will secure us, and that grace is to be expected only in the use of the means of grace. God will never leave any to their own hearts’ lusts till they have first left him and his institutions (Romans 1:22-26). 
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