Sabbath Day Sermon of July 15, 2017.

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Why Many Don’t Understand the Gospel
John Chapter 8

Many who have accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior sometimes have difficulty understanding why so many still out there in the world have not come to accept Jesus Christ into their lives. In this chapter, Jesus tells us why the unbelievers have not done so; it is because they are prodigals who will not have God Almighty as their father. Before delving further into the subject, Jesus deals with the issue of the woman caught in adultery.
“The woman caught in adultery.” According to this story, the religious sect known as Jews were guilty of misapplying God’s law. The Pharisees brought only the woman, not the accomplice in her crime (Leviticus 20:10). The law demanded that both parties be stoned, if guilty. The religious leaders were using the woman as a trap so they could trick Jesus. If Jesus said the woman should not be stoned, they would accuse him of violating God’s Law. If he urged them to execute her, they would accuse him of having no mercy on those he claimed to have come to save from their sins. 

This is a significant statement about judging others. Because Jesus upheld the legal penalty for adultery, by stoning, Jesus could not be accused of being against the Law. But by saying that only a sinless person could throw the stone, he highlighted the importance of compassion and forgiveness. When Jesus called for witnesses to cast the first stone, the Pharisees and the woman’s accusers disappeared. They knew their case was illegal. Perhaps one of them or several of them had used her services. Evidently the the older men were more aware of their sins than the younger. Age and experience often temper youthful self-righteousness. But whatever your age, my friends, take an honest look at your life. Recognize your sinful nature, and look for ways to help others rather than hurt them. When the woman was set free, Jesus told her to go and to sin no more.

12-23. How can we tell who is a true Christian? A worthy Christian walk is characterized by certain inward and outward qualities. Some of the inward qualities include purity or walking as children of the light, sincerity, or integrity and frankness, obedience to God, faith, not sight, and living in the truth. The outward characteristics are outward honesty, acting carefully or prudently, walking wisely, and manifesting love (Ephesian 5:2). To follow Jesus means as a soldier follows his captain, so we should follow him, our commander. As the sheep follows the sherphard, so we should follow Jesus, our Lord and Savior. 
Jesus opponents, the Pharisees thought he was either insane or a liar, but Jesus provided them with a third alternative, He was telling the truth. Because most of the Pharisees refused to consider the their alternative, they never recognized him as Messiah and Lord. The lesson for those who are seeking to know who Jesus is, do not close any door before looking through it honestly. Only with an open mind will you know the truth that Jesus is Messiah and Lord. The Pharisees’ argument that Jesus’ claim was legally invalid because he had no other witness was defeated by Jesus response that his confirming witness was God Almighty himself. Jesus and God Almighty made two witnesses, the number required by the Law (Deuteronomy 19:15).
24-27. Jesus asserts that he is God and that salvation depends on believing in him. Those who do not believe in him will die in their sins. And to die in one’s sins is to lose all hope of eternal life. Unfortunately, many are so taken up with the values of this world that they are blind to the priceless gift Jesus offers. My friends, do not focus on this world’s values and miss what is most valuable—eternal life with God Almighty. 
The Pharisees did not understand that he spoke to them of the Father. The power of satan blind the minds of those who do not believe. Though Jesus spoke so plainly of God as his Father in heaven, yet they did not understand whom he meant. The warnings of the Word made so little impression upon the minds of sinners; because they did not understand whose wrath that is revealed to them. 
Just as the Pharisees of Jesus’ day were, today we see the evidence of how satan has blinded the minds of many Americans and their leaders who would not have God Almighty as their Father. In the face of God Almighty’s abundant provision for America, one who is watching and listening to the offspring of the original generation who served God Almighty, will find the evidence clear enough that they have allowed themselves to be overtaken by lust; that they have turned their hearts away from the righteous teachings and the righteous ways of their fathers that were faithfully to God Almighty who established them in this land. 
America’s leaders that are evil before The Lord God Almighty; past and present have chosen the path of evil and abomination, and have led the generations so. America’s leaders have blinded themselves from the truth of God Almighty’s Word and have therefore chosen the path of unrighteousness. These have chosen not to discern between that which is evil and good, though their hearts condemn them. Their lustful desires beset them; these cannot escape God’s judgment as it is written; except they repent and turn from the path of wickedness, evil, and abomination,” before wrath is gone out of The Lord God Almighty. The plague on the way shall be the reward for the lawless, the wicked, and the rebellious against God Almighty’s Word.
28-30.  “When I am lifted up.” When they still will not understand him, he points to them of the further to the evidence that will convince them should come. They that will not see shall see, (Isaiah 26:11). When I am lifted up on the cross, you shall know that I am he, that Jesus is the true Messiah. Whether they will believe it or not, they shall be made to know it in their consciences, the convictions of whch though they may stifle, yet they cannot baffle that I am he, not that you represent me to be, but he that I preach myself to be, he that should come. When you have lifted up the Son of man, lifted him up upon the corss, as the brazen serpent upon the pole, as sacrifics under the law (John 3:14), then will you know that he is the Son of man that should come to save his people from their sins.
31-38. All who are children of Abraham after the flesh who do not believe in Jesus Christ as it is evident even in our time, are not children of Abraham according to faith in God Almighty. Jesus promises that faith in him will set them free. The question we ask is, “If Jesus is the unique Son of God Almighty, what  do they become who refuse to believe in him? The canal Jews known as the Pharisees took exception to Jesus’ words and pleaded that Abraham is their father, and that through him they are related to God Almighty. Jesus answer is that though they are from Abraham’s stock, they actually deny their family origin by refusing to do what Abraham did, which is believe. 
They turn thereby from the truth to be believed over to its opposite; a lie engendered by the devil. They thought they were free by birthright and never were in bondage to anyone. Jesus informs them that as sinners, they are slaves to sin.  Jesus has the power to set them free from their bondage to sin, which is the worst of all bondages. Moreover, Jesus agrees that they are descendants of Abraham as almost everyone in the Middle-east were (Genesis 17:20; 19:29-38), but it avails them nothing, for they do not have Abraham’s faith. If actions indicate parentage, theirs show the devil as their source, their father.
39-43. “Ye would do the works of Abraham,” that is, they would claim their interest in the covenant God made with Abraham and his seed. This would entail faith and obedience, neither of which they had at that moment.  Jesus made a distintion between hereditary children and true children. The religious leaders were hereditary children of Abraham, therefore claimed to be his children. But their actions showed them to be true children of satan. For they lived under satan’s guidance. The true children of Abraham, who are faithful followers of God, would not act as they did. My friends, remember that your church membership and family connections will not make you a true child of God Almighty. Your true father is the one you obey.
Jesus makes the astounding claim that they did not have God as their Father because they did not love Jesus himself. Whoever does not love Jesus is anathema (1 Corinthians 16:22). The second reason they did not have God as their Father was that they did not understand Jesus speech, which was heavenly, divine, and intelligible to those who were familiar with the voice of God in the Old Testament. In plainest words, they did not speak the language of the family of God Almighty which is the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
The religious leaders were prevented from understanding because they refused to listen. Satan used their sins: stubborness, pride, greed, and prejudices to keep them from believing in Jesus. Beside their attitude, the actions of these leaders clearly identified them as followers of satan. They may not have been conscious of this, but their hatred of truth, their lies, and their murderous intentions indicated how much control satan had over them. They were satan’s tools in carrying out his plans; they spoke the same language of lies, the reason they could not understand Jesus’ language. Satan will always use people who make themselves available to him to obstruct God’s work (Genesis 4:8; Romans 5:12; 1 John 3:12).
44.-57. “The devil is also known as satan,” his worshippers call him lucifer. He is characterized as a liar, the “prince of this world, the god of this world, the prince of the power of the air, who is at work right now in the hearts of those who are against the LORD and his children (Ephesians 2:22); your adversary (1 Peter 5:8); and the dragon that old serpent, which is the devil, and satan (Revelation 20:2). His children are known as luciferians. Everyone is either a child of God or a child of the devil. The devil is here looked upon as having his own children to whom he is a father.  My friends, which one are you, a child of God or of satan? It is by choice, and you choose by your works.
Most people don’t realize that Jesus welcome those who want to question his claims and character as long as they are willing to follow through on what they discover. His challenges clarifies the two most frequent reasons that people miss encountering him (1) They never accept his challenge to test him, or (2) they test him but are not willing to believe what they discovered.
58-59. “Before Abraham, I am.” This is one of Jesus’ own statements about his eternal existence. The immediate and negative response of the listeners makes it clear that such a statement presumed the uniqueness of his person. They were not ready to accept what he said, for to do so meant they would have to worship him. This gives insight to why Arius the pagan bishop of the Catholic church before the Council of Nicea (A.D 325) claimed that Jesus was a created being, that there was a time when he did not exit. Scripture, however, teaches that Jesus is the eternal preexistent one (Genesis 1:1; Micah 5:2; Isaiah 9:6, 7; John 1:1,2).

In accordance with the law in Leviticus 24:16, the religious leaders were ready to stone Jesus for claiming to be God. They well understood what Jesus was claiming, and since they didn’t believe him, they charged him with blasphemy. How ironic that they were really the balsphemers, cursing and attacking the very God they claimed to serve.
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