Sabbath Day Sermon of July 13, 2019
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Life of Those Begat by God Almighty

James Chapter 2


The James who wrote this epistle was a half-brother of Jesus. He was one of the three sons of Joseph and Mary.  He was one of Jesus brethren before his conversion who in John chapter 7:1-5 were mocking Jesus and his Gospel message; just like most of us did before we were saved. Here James calls himself a servant of Jesus Christ, that is, a bond-slave of Jesus who after the Spirit, is the very God Almighty. 

James in his epistle, addresses the Israelites of the dispersion, probably the Church at large in the pagan world; which includes both saved and the unsaved, who might not listen to what he says but who have the written record to remind them of his spoken word.  The fact that the twelve tribes are addressed suggests that it was written not just to one church, or seven churches, to the regional churches of Pontus, Asia, and Galatia, but to Christian churches everywhere (Acts 9:9-11). 

The Christian he writes, is to count it all joy when he or she is tempted; when we understand that the temptations we experience are not only proof that we are God Almighty’s children, but that it is a test of our faith and helps to build up endurance in us, patience and maturity in our Christian lives. 

James doesn’t say if we face trials, but when we face them. You see, we can’t know the depth of our character until we see how we react under pressure. It is easy to be kind when everything is going well, but can we still be kind when others are treating us unfairly? God Almighty desire to make us mature and completely perfect, not to keep us from all pain. 

What does this mean for my Christian living? My friends instead of complaining about your struggles, you should see them as opportunities for growth. In light of this, we should count it all joy when we are tempted or tried; we should rejoice in the face of all trials and temptations. Now you know that Satan tempts us because we are disobedient to him. But Satan would not bother to tempt an unbeliever who already is obedient to him. 

Therefore, we are to count it all joy that Satan tempts us because he knows we don’t belong to him, but we are children of our Father in heaven. Thank God Almighty for promising to be with you in rough times (John 14:18). Ask him to help you solve your problems or give you the strength to endure them. Then be patient, for God Almighty will not leave you alone with your problems; he will stay close by and help you to grow.

5-8. Perfect wisdom comes from only one source, which is from God Almighty. By wisdom, James is talking about the ability to make wise decisions in difficult circumstances. If you sincerely think you lack the heavenly wisdom and would like to think, act, talk, and live wisely, as He would want you to live, ask God Almighty, and he will give it to you. 

Christians never need to grope about in the dark, hoping to stumble upon answers. All God Almighty’s children can have heavenly wisdom as much as is needed. Anyone can come as often as he or she wishes and will receive what he or she asks. God Almighty does not reproach anyone who asks for wisdom. But your prayer request must be salted with faith in Jesus name. 

Here James quickly points out that a doubting prayer is like surf tossed by the wind. God Almighty does not grant every thoughtless or selfish request. To “ask in faith” means asking with confidence that God Almighty will align your desires with his purposes. God Almighty would not grant requests that would hurt us or others or that violate his nature or will. Jesus’ statement in Matthew 21:21, 22 is not a blank check. To be fulfilled, our requests must be in harmony with the principles of God Almighty’s Kingdom. The stronger your belief, the more likely your prayers will be in line with God Almighty’s will, and then God Almighty will be happy to grant them.

However, a mind that “wavers” are not completely convinced that God Almighty’s way is best. It treats God Almighty’s Word like any human advice and retains the option of disobedience. Such minds vacillate between feelings, the world’s ideas, and God Almighty’s commands. My friends, if that is how your faith is, weak, or struggling, remember God Almighty is trustworthy, be loyal to Him to pull you through. To stabilize your wavering or doubtful mind, commit yourself wholeheartedly to God Almighty, and watch him change you completely into a new and powerful son or daughter of His.

9-13. Here James introduces us briefly to a theme of the rich and the poor. This terse or abrupt word only stresses the contrast between right and wrong behavior: Christians who are not exalted or without the status of wealth in this world should be glad because they are great in the LORD’s eyes.
The rich on the other hand is wrong to boast for they are as fragile and short-lived as flowers which the sun scorches. 
This image reminds us of God Almighty Fiery and discerning judgment in the story in our previous study of the rich man and the beggar. It is here stated that the rich are somehow split persons for they are described as “fading away” because they are involved amid pursuits besides God Almighty and the Gospel of Jesus. My friends, what you have in your heart, not your bank account, matters to God Almighty and endures for eternity.

The crown of life is promised to all who have the love of God Almighty reigning in their hearts. This crown is not reserved for great and eminent saints alone. The humblest believers in Jesus are also entitled to it. The word temptation is used in the New Testament in two ways. It means trials such as all Christians undergo simply because they are alive. It also means solicitation to evil with the assurance that God Almighty never solicits anyone to sin. Thus no one can ever blame God Almighty for his or her sinful acts. 
Unfortunately, most people always would like to blame God Almighty whenever they fall into temptation when it is their fault that they did not endure to overcome their temptations. Satan himself is the great tempter (1 Chronicles 21:1; Matthew 4:1; John 13:2). He tempts you to prove you are probably fake, not true to your claimed faith, and a hypocrite when it comes to faith in God Almighty. Whereas endurance, patient, and perseverance lead to maturity and leads to a crown of life which is God Almighty’s saving judgment (1 Corinthians 9:25; 2 Timothy 4:8).
14-16. So how then are we tempted? We are tempted by our lusts, and desires coupled with impatience. When these things conceive and are embedded in your natural spirit, you are no longer born again and are susceptible to constant defeat. But all of us, nevertheless, are subject to testing.  The one who endures and overcomes temptation is blessed, but others when tempted and are enticed into obeying the tempter, give birth to a chain of evils leading to both spiritual and physical death.  

Therefore, a true Christian must always be on alert not to let this happen or fall for Satan’s tricks and enticements. All good things come from God Almighty, but evil is from within man himself. God Almighty allows trials to mature and perfect his people. But God Almighty’s people sometimes fall into sin because they are careless, impatient and ill-prepared to meet Satan’s onslaughts. Christians are to pray for God Almighty to deliver them from the power of the evil one (Matthew 6:13).

17-25. God Almighty is the Author and Fountain of all good. The Father of lights is immutable and gives his people the light of reason: the light of learning, the light of revelation, and the light of faith in Jesus.  Here we have two different contrasting pieces of advice. We are to be swift to listen, talk less, and slow to anger that does not produce righteousness. James says it’s a woe to the listener who is slow to act. We are to hear the Word of God Almighty eagerly and obey it carefully. 

Truth must be received in the heart and expressed in life. Talk and walk belong together. Unfortunately, there are Christians who only listen without acting on their faith. The lesson to learn here is that although God Almighty’s Word created us, and resides in us, it must be acted upon. The advice is for us to get rid of all that is wrong in our lives and be humbly glad for the salvation message we have received, that is, “the grafted word”, because it alone can save us.

James here emphasizes on what one does and how one lives out the faith. Typically he uses contrast to get his point across about what the true Christian is like. The false Christian only glances at the mirror and has no perseverance, no memory, and no moral response to the Gospel. The true Christian looks see, remembers, and acts. If you recall, the seed of faith is alive and active as in the parable of the seeds (Mark 4:14-20). 
The true Christian is not lawless but shoulders the yoke of Jesus (Romans 6:18, 22), and so the law is a law of freedom from evil; a perfect law which does not enslave. God Almighty’s Law points out sin in us and allows us to ask God Almighty’s forgiveness (Romans 7:7. 8). The true Christian, therefore, shall be blessed. What we have here is a contrast between two types of Christians, between true and false Christians. For while all are freely justified by God Almighty through faith, our sanctification demands that we live a life worthy of our calling. 
As Christians, we are saved by grace, and salvation frees us from sin’s control. As believers in Jesus, we are free to live as God Almighty created to us to live. Of course, this does not mean that we are free to do as we please (1 Peter 2:16). It only means that we are now free to obey our Father in heaven.

26-27. The three true tests of faith.  James tells us what is true and false faith in Jesus. False piety, like faith without action, is faith which has no ramification in the life of a believer.  Anyone who professes the love of God Almighty yet whose tongue is abusive of the neighbor is empty and misguided. True faith in God Almighty acknowledges the bridge between covenant faith and covenant love, for it manifests itself in concern for “orphans and widows; these people in the Christian community are most in need of covenant support. 

True faith in God Almighty also includes self-control, and abstains from worldly self-seeking and self-assertion and so is unstained and pure-hearted before God Almighty. In other words, we are not to adapt to the world’s value system based on money, power, fashion, and pleasure. True faith means nothing if we are contaminated with such values as found in people in the world.
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