Sabbath Day Sermon of July 12, 2014.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Doom for the Critics: As God Will Judge Sin
Romans Chapter 2
In chapter 1 of the book of Romans, Paul did show that the Gentiles or non-Hebrews are under sin and condemned. There is no doubt that many in the Church of Rome agreed with Paul in his letter when he condemned idol worshippers, homosexuality practices, and violent people. Now in chapter 2 of the same book, Paul shows that the Judaens are also in the same predicament. They exhibit censoriousness and self-conceit by supposing that the non-Judaens are guilty and they are not. Paul shows them that they are guilty too.

Paul tells the Judeans that they are guilty of having slighted the goodness of God. They have provoked the wrath of God against them. Since God will judge all people by their works and the works of the Judaens are not in accord with obedience to the truth. God will bring ruin to the Judaen sinners, as well as to non-Judaens. On the other hand, he will reward the righteous. God does not show partiality, he does not judge non-Judaens and excuse the Judaens.
Paul was emphatically stressing that nobody is good enough to save himself or herself. If you are to avoid punishment and live eternally with Jesus Christ, this is for everyone, whether you have been honest, hardworking, solid citizen, you must depend totally on God’s grace that is available to all in Jesus Christ. It does not matter on what level of sin you are; any sin is enough to cause you to depend on Jesus Christ for salvation and eternal life. We have all sinned repeatedly, and there is no way apart from Jesus Christ to be saved from sin’s consequences. In other words, Jesus is the only way out of your predicament.
Paul warns that whenever we find ourselves feeling justifiably angry about someone’s sin, we should be careful how we criticize them. We need to speak out against sin, but we must do so in a spirit of humility. Because often times the sins we notice most clearly in others are the ones that have taken root in us. If we look closely at ourselves, we may find that we are committing the same sins. For example, one who gossips may be critical of others who gossip. The danger here is that it is very easy to mistake God’s silence and patience to mean his approval of the wrong way we are living or have treated others. The fact that God said nothing and has done nothing of your actions does not mean he approved them. Again, that it is legal does not make it right, especially when you cling to the nonsensical attitude that you are doing your job. For that reason you cannot help people who need to be helped. Self-evaluation is difficult, and it is even more difficult to expose your own conduct to God and let him tell you where you need to change. If you are true Christian you must pray constantly that God will point out your sins, so that he can heal them. Unfortunately, most of us are more likely to be amazed at God’s patience with others than humbled at his patience with us.
Although God does not usually punish us immediately for each sin, his eventual judgment is certain. No one knows exactly when it will happen, but we know that no one will escape that final encounter with the Creator (Revelation 20:11-15). Paul says that those who patiently do God’s will, that is “patiently continuance in well doing” find eternal life. This does not contradict the understanding that salvation comes by faith alone.  No one is saved by good works, but when we commit our lives fully to God, we want to please him and do his will; he is working through us, not us working. As such, our willingness to let him work through us is a grateful response to what God has done, not a prerequisite to earning his grace (Romans 3:20)
12-16. The condition of those who die without either having heard of Jesus Christ would appear to be a serious theological problem, because the Scripture seem to assign them to everlasting punishment on the basis of the light they have, however limited. But it is not so, because for those who know neither Jesus Christ nor the law, the Ten Commandments, still have the light of conscience or the law of creation also known as the natural law. In point of fact, there is no biblical warrant for the belief that there is a second chance for those who have never heard the Word of God. Once this life is over, the state of the dead is fixed finally and forever. In other words, people are condemned not for what they do not know, but for what they know or knew before death.  
Those who know God’s written Word and his Law will be judged by them. If you have never seen a Bible you still know right from wrong, and you will be judged because you did not keep even those standards your own conscience dictated. God’s law is written within you; that is what Paul meant when he said that God has revealed himself to you through nature or the law of creation also known as the natural law. For example all cultures prohibit murder, and yet in all societies that law has been broken. We belong to a stubborn, sinful generation. We know what is right, but we insist on doing what is wrong. It is not enough to know what is right, we must also do it. Jesus says, if you hear what I say and do them, then you are my disciple.
Paul continues to argue that all stand guilty before God. After describing the fate of the unbelieving pagan non Hebrews, he moves to admonish the Judaens which today apply to back-sliding Christians; saying that despite their knowledge of God’s will, they are guilty because they, to have refused to live by it.  In other words, those of us who grew up in Christian families may know what God says. But Paul says that if we do not live up to what we know, we are no better off than the heathen.
God gave Adam conscience that was uncorrupted before he sinned. After his sin it was depraved and corrupted, but not totally erased. Conscience serves as a witness to truth (Proverbs 20:27), but moral choice tells whether it has been obeyed (Joshua 24:15). A person’s own conscience accuses him or her of sin (Genesis 42:21; 2 Samuel 24:10; Matthew 27:3), and it will condemn him or her when the books are opened. Every mouth will be silenced and God’s judgments will be seen to be true and just (Revelation 20:12-15). The true believer is one who is walking in the Spirit; he or she will repent and confess any known sin. In this way it is possible to have a blameless conscience that is void of offense (Romans 9:1; 14:22; Acts 24:16). Conscience is educated and perfected by faith through the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

The law of God is the revealed expression of the will of God. That will is imperfectly manifested in conscience and perfectly in the Word of God, the Scripture to which Jesus testified that he had come explain the intent of God when he gave the law (Matthew 5:17-19). The Ten Commandments constitute the moral law (Exodus 20:2-17; Deuteronomy 5:6-21). The judicial and ceremonial laws of the Old Testament were given with the specific people in mind, that is, all those who will obey God as a witness. The Ten Commandments was put inside the Ark where no one can touch it, but the ceremonials were placed on the side of the Ark, as a witness or a guide for anyone who will desire to obey God’s commandments for all times until Jesus returns. The moral law is timeless as well as the ceremonial. For both concern themselves with the permanent relations of you and with respect to God’s plan of salvation, marriage, sex, property, and filial obedience. Faith in Jesus Christ does not release anyone from the demands of God’s law (Matthew 5:17). 

17-24. The non-Judaen who has not come to Jesus Christ has the light of the law of creation also known as the natural law, and the light of the Gospel. The more light people have, the greater their responsibility. The Judaens have more knowledge or light than the non-Judaens, but they sinned against their knowledge and their profession. They preached better in the pulpit than they have lived outside of it. Their sins consisted of stealing, adultery, and sacrilege. This occasioned unbelievers to blaspheme the name of God.
Paul explained to the Judaens that they need to teach themselves, not others, by their Law. They knew the Law so well that they had learned how to excuse their own actions while criticizing others. But the Law is more than legalistic minimum requirements. It is a guideline for living according to God’s will. It is also a reminder that we cannot please God without a proper relationship to him. As Jesus pointed out, even withholding what rightfully belongs to someone else is stealing (Mark 7:9-13), and looking on another person with lustful, adulterous intent is adultery (Matthew 5:27, 28). Therefore, before you accuse others, you must look at yourself and see if sin, in any form exists with you. If you claim to be a true Christian person, your life should reflect what God is like. Because when you disobey God, you dishonor his name, and people may even speak evil of God because of you. Since you have always liked to identify yourself as a Christian, have you ever wondered what people think about God and your Christian faith from watching your life? You ought to know by now that it is what you do and not what you say that counts in the eyes of God, as well as in the eyes of people.
25-27. Paul agrees that circumcision has value if Judaens keep the law. But if they are circumcised and then break the law, their circumcision is of no avail. Therefore the circumcised Judaens is not better off than the uncircumcised non-Judaen if all he has is circumcision. True circumcision is of the heart, not of the flesh, it is spiritual and not literal. On the other hand, the non-Judaen or the uncircumcised, would receive God’s love and approval if they obeyed God’s laws. Paul goes on to explain that a “real Judaen is one who pleases God but not someone who has been circumcised outwardly, but someone whose heart is right with God and obeys him inwardly.
28, 29. To be an Israelite Paul says, meant you were in God’s family, and heir to all his promises. Yet Paul made it clear that membership in God’s family is based on internal, not external, qualities. All whose hearts are right with God are real Israelites, that is, part of God’s family (Galatians 3:7). Attending the Lord’s Congregational worship or being baptized, confirmed, or accepted for membership is not enough, just as circumcision was not enough for the Israelites. What God desires is your devotion and obedience. (Deuteronomy 10:16; Jeremiah 4:4).
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