Sabbath Day Sermon of July 11, 2020
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jesus Christ Our Righteousness
Romans Chapter 3: [24]

The first three Evangelists in the New Testament spoke of redemption as a pardon of sin, or Justification. John spoke of it as a Life in which Jesus Christ is to live in us or Regeneration. In Paul writings, we find both truths in their beautiful connection and harmony. Paul contends that everyone stands guilty before God Almighty. Paul has dismantled the common excuses of people who refuse to admit they are sinners: “There is no God” or I follow my conscience” (Romans 1:18-32); “I’m not as bad as other people (Romans 2:1-16); I’m a church member” or I’m a religious person (Romans 2:17-20). No one will be exempt from God Almighty’s judgment of sin. Every person must accept the fact that he or she is sinful and condemned by God Almighty (John 3:18-21). Only then can we understand and receive God Almighty’s wonderful gift of salvation in Jesus Christ.

All of us: pagan Gentiles, humanitarians, Jews, and religious people are condemned by our actions. Because the Law which God Almighty gave to show the way to live, holds up our evil deeds to public view. But there is hope says, Paul; the Law condemns us, it is true, but the Law is not the basis of our hope. God Almighty Himself is our hope. He, in His righteousness and wonderful love, offers us eternal life. We receive our salvation, not through the Law but faith in Jesus Christ. We do not, and cannot earn it; we accept it as a gift from our loving heavenly Father.

So in Romans Paul first speaks of Justification, [Romans 3: 21]. Then he goes on from verse 12 to chapter 8 verse 39 to speak of the Life that there is in union with Jesus Christ. In Romans chapter 4, he tells us that we find both these things in Abraham. First, verses 3-5, “Abraham believed God Almighty, Him that Justifieth the ungodly; his faith is reckoned for righteousness.” Then, verse17 “Abraham believed God Almighty, Who quickeneth the dead.”  Just as God Almighty, first of all, counted to Abraham his faith as righteousness, and then led him on to believe in Him as the God Almighty Who can give life for the dead, even so with the believer. 

How do we attain Justification? Justification comes at the commencement complete, as the eye of faith is fixed upon Jesus Christ. It is entirely by faith, but that is only the beginning. Generally, the believer begins to understand that he or she must at the same time be born again, that he or she has Jesus Christ in him or her, and that his or her calling now is to abide in Jesus Christ and let Jesus Christ abide and live and work in him or her.

Most Christians strive by holding fast their faith in justification to stir and strengthen themselves for a life of gratitude and obedience. But they fall sadly because they do not know, or do not in full faith yield themselves to Jesus Christ, to maintain His life in them. It is true they may have learned from Abraham the first lesson, to believe in God Almighty Who justifies the ungodly. But they have not gone on to the second great lesson, to believe in God Almighty Who quickeneth the dead, and daily renews that life through Jesus Christ, Who lives in them, and in Whose life alone there is strength and fullness of blessing.

The Christian’s life must be “from faith to faith.” The grace of pardon is but the beginning’ growing in grace leads on to the fuller insight and experience of what it is to be in Jesus Christ, to live in Him, and to grow up in Him in all things as the Head.

“Jesus Christ our life.” In Romans 6:3 Paul teaches us now that our faith in Jesus Christ as our righteousness is to be followed by our faith in Him as our life from the dead. Paul asks, “Know ye not that all we who were baptized into Jesus Christ were buried into His death?” We were baptized with Him and raised from the dead with Him. Just as in Adam all his children died, so all believers in Jesus Christ died too in Him. “Our old man was crucified with Him,” with Him we were raised from the dead. And now we are to count ourselves as actually “dead to sin and alive unto God Almighty.”

Now in every deed, just as the new life in us is actual participation in and experience of the risen life in Jesus Christ, so our death to sin in Jesus Christ is also an actual spiritual reality. It is when by the power of the Holy Ghost, we are enabled to see how we were one with Jesus Christ on the cross in His death, and in His resurrection, that we shall understand that in Him sin has no power over us. We present ourselves unto God Almighty as alive from the dead.”

Just as the old Adam lives in the sinner, even in the believer too, who does not know of the new death in Jesus Christ which he or she has died, even so, the man or woman who knows that he or she died in Jesus Christ and now is alive in Him, can confidently count upon the word, “sin shall not have dominion over me,” not even for a single moment. “Reckon or consider yourselves indeed dead to sin, and alive to God Almighty in Jesus Christ.” This is the true life of faith.

Notice in Romans 6:14 the phrase “dominion of sin.” The Greek reads “under sin,” yet the addition of dominion or power is a correct and proper interpretation. Paul understands sin as a negative and hostile power permeating society. It is a coercive power that dominates groups. It is also a lawgiver as Satan described it in one of his strategies for subjecting human beings to it, to bring them to his kingdom through his law of repetition. In other words, sin is very much like that of a slave dealer of which Satan is, or like that of the sickness known as demonic possession (Romans 7:8-24). Thus, three well-known “power” experiences in Paul’s social world: empire, slavery, demon possession, provided him with imagery to describe the power of the evil (sin) permeating humanity. Individual sinful actions as merely symptomatic of sin.

Here Paul concludes that because we are no longer under the Law but under grace, does not mean we are free to sin and disregard the Ten Commandments. When we were under the Law, sin was our master; the Law does not justify us or help us overcome sin. But now that we are bound to Jesus Christ, He is our Master, and He gives us the power to do righteously than evil. At the same time, we must bear in mind that Mr. Sin, the old master is waiting for an opportunity through his “law of condemnation” to take us back into slavery if we begin to rationalize sin as something not too bad to participate because everyone is doing it, and they can’t be all wrong that are doing it.
Now understand that as what our Lord Jesus Christ said about our being in Him and having Him living His life in us, could only come true as the full power of the Holy Spirit is experienced, so it is here too. Apostle Paul says in Romans 8:2, “The law of the Spirit of life in Jesus Christ hath made me free from the law of sin and death,” of which he had been complaining that it had kept him in captivity. And he then adds “that the requirements of the law might be fulfilled in us who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” Through the Spirit, we enter into the glorious liberty of the children of God Almighty. 

My friends, we pray that God Almighty may open the eyes of His children to see what the power is of Jesus Christ living in them for a life of holiness and fruitfulness, when they reckon or truthfully see themselves indeed dead unto sin and alive unto God Almighty in Jesus Christ.

As in Adam, we died out of the life and the will of God Almighty into sin and corruption, so in Jesus Christ, we are made partakers of new spiritual death, a death to sin and into the will and life of God Almighty. Such was the death Jesus Christ died, such is the death we are made partakers of in Him. To Apostle Paul such was a reality that he was able to say: “I have been crucified with Jesus Christ, yet I live, and yet no longer I, but Jesus Christ liveth in me” (Galatians chapter 2:20).  The death with Jesus Christ had had such power that he no longer lived his own life; Jesus Christ lived His life in him. He had indeed died to the old nature and to sin, and been raised into the power of the living Jesus Christ dwelling in him.

It was the crucified Jesus Christ Who lived in him and made him partaker of all that the cross had meant to Jesus Christ Himself. The very mind that was in Jesus Christ, with His self-emptying and taking the form of a servant (Isaiah 53:11), His humbling Himself to become obedient unto death; these dispositions worked in him because the crucified Jesus Christ lived in him. He lives in very deed as a crucified man.

Those who follow and worship Lucifer also known as Satan mock Jesus’ death on the Cross by wearing the upside-down cross, or the bent cross. These are deceived by Satan to believe it means Peter’s cross on which he was crucified. But the satanic adepts know it to be mockery from Satan’s lie of victory over Jesus, but they would never in their sinful and wicked lives understand that Jesus’ death on the cross is the source of the believer’s power against all Satan’s strategies (Luke 10:9; John 10:14-18; Isaiah 49:6).

Jesus Christ’s death on the cross was His highest exhibition of His holiness and victory over sin and death. And the believer who receives Jesus is made partaker of all the power and blessing that the crucified LORD Jesus has won. The power in Jesus that He has imputed on the believers (Luke 10:9), is the power that Satan warns his demons and followers that they must always stay clear of it, because of its dangers to their sinful and evil nature. 

As the believer learns to accept this by faith, he or she yields himself or herself as now crucified to the world and dead to the pleasures and pride, its lusts, and self-pleasing. The Christian learns that the mystery of the cross, as the crucified and resurrected LORD Jesus reveals its power in him or she opens the entrance into the fullness fellowship with Jesus Christ and the conformity to His sufferings. And so the Christian learns, in the full depth of its meaning, what the Word has said: “Jesus Christ crucified, the power of God Almighty and the wisdom of God Almighty.” He or she grows into a fuller apprehension of the blessedness of daring to say: “I am crucified with Jesus Christ, I live no more; Jesus Christ the crucified liveth in me, and I’m resurrected with Him.”

May we all endeavor to seek for the blessedness of the power of the God Almighty-given faith that enables a Born Again Christian man or woman to live in all the day counting himself or herself, and yielding to God Almighty, as indeed dead to sin and alive to God Almighty in Jesus Christ. Amen
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