Sabbath Day Sermon of July 11, 2015.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Sinful Nation and the Obedient Servant: 
America the Adulterous Child.
Isaiah Chapter 50

The questions posed in the beginning verse of this chapter are rhetorical. Israel never has been divorced by God and never will be. Although estranged from God by her sin, she is still beloved of him. God promised to fight for Israel and protect her, but Israel sold herself into sin. Israel had caused her own problems. The people of Israel forgot God and trusted in other countries to help them. God did not reject Israel, but Israel rejected God.
Those who have professed to be the people of God, and yet seem to be dealt severely with, are apt to complain of God, and to lay the fault upon him, as if he had been hard with them. But, in answer to their murmurings, we have here, a challenge given them to prove, or to produce any evidence, that the quarrel began on God’s side. They could not say that he had done them any wrong or had acted arbitrarily. He had been a husband to Israel, and husbands were then allowed a power to put away their wives upon any little disgust: if their wives found not favor in their

 eyes, they made nothing of giving them a bill of divorce, (Deuteronomy 24:1; Matthew 19:7). 
But the children of Israel could not say that God had dealt so with them. It is true they were now separated from him, and had dwelt many days in captivity without ephod, altar, or sacrifice; but whose fault was that? They could not say that God had given Israel their mother a bill of divorce; let them produce it if they can, for a bill of divorce was given into the hand of her that was divorced. The Almighty God had been a father to them; and fathers had then the power to sell their children for slaves to their creditors, in satisfaction for the debts they were not otherwise able to pay. Now it is true the Israelites were sold to the Babylonians then, and afterwards to the Romans; but did God sell them for payment of his debts? No, he was not indebted to any of those to whom they were sold, or, if he had sold them, he did not increase his wealth by their price (Psalm 44:12). 

When God chastens his children, it is neither for his pleasure (Hebrew 12:10 ) nor for his profit. All that are saved are saved by a prerogative of grace, but those that perish are cut off by an act of divine holiness and justice, not of absolute sovereignty. A charge is here leveled against them, showing them that they were themselves the authors of their own ruin: "Behold, for your iniquities, for the pleasure of them and the gratification of your own base lusts, you have sold yourselves, for your iniquities you are sold; not as children are sold by their parents, to pay their debts, but as malefactors are sold by the judges, to punish them for their crimes.” You sold yourselves to work wickedness, and therefore God justly sold you into the hands of your enemies (2 Chronicle 12:5, 2 Chronicle 12:8). It is for your transgressions that your mother is put away, for her whoredoms and adulteries,’’ which were always allowed to be a just cause of divorce.
“Is my hand shortened that it cannot redeem”? This is in reference to the captivity that occurred, not because God was unable to save his people, but because of his people’s sins. God who is sovereign, could easily have delivered Israel, and he will do so at the end of the age. So what happened to Israel because of her sins, is now at the door steps of America for the same reasons: for she has sold her sold to work that which is evil in the sight of the Almighty God.
6-9. Here we are given the picture of the ultimate Servant who is Israel’s deliverer and the Messiah; he shall be smitten, scourged, have his hair pulled out, and be made the offscouring of the world, all for the salvation of those who come to him by faith. Jesus set his face like a flint toward Jerusalem and Calvary (Luke 9:51). He went about his work as mediator with constancy and resolution. He was not to be discouraged nor would he fail to accomplish what he had set out to do.  God came to them by his servants the prophets, and has continued to do so in our time, demanding the fruits of his vineyard (Matthew 21:34); he sent them his messengers and has continued to do so even today, rising up betimes and sending them (Jeremiah 35:15); he called to them to leave their sins, and the nations of the world so as to prevent their own ruin: but was there no man and even today, or next to none, that had or has shown any regard to the warnings which the prophets gave them, and those being given today there is  none that answered or are answering the calls of God, or have complied with the messages he sent to them; and this was the reason for which they were sold and put away, as America will soon be put away if she does not repent Now!
Because they mocked the messengers of the Lord, just as America and her friends are doing today therefore, God brought upon them the king of the Chaldeans, and will bring the Chaldeans of our time to America (2 Chronicles 36:16, 17). Last of all he sent unto them his Son. He came to his own, but his own received him not; he called them to himself, but there were none that answered; he would have gathered Jerusalem’s children together, but they would not; they knew not, because they would not know, the things that belonged to their peace, nor the day of their visitation, and for that transgression it was that they were put away and their house was left desolate (Matthew 21:41; 23:37, 38; Luke 19:41, 42) The warning are complete in this passage for American to learn from the mistakes of Israel her predecessor.
10-11. This remain the summary of the Gospel of Jesus Christ: He that believes shall be saved, that is, he that trusts in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ shall be comforted, though for a while he walks in darkness and have no light, but he that believes not shall be damned; though for a while he walks in the light of his own fire, yet he shall lie down in sorrow.

Here the description is given of them and the sorrow that shall befall them. They kindle a fire, and walk in the light of that fire. They depend upon their own righteousness, offer all their sacrifices, and burn all their incense, with that fire as Nadab and Abihu the sons of Eli, and not with the fire from heaven. These in their hope of acceptance with God, yet they have no regard to the righteousness of Jesus Christ. They refresh and please themselves with a conceit of their own merit and sufficiency, and warm themselves with that; with their self made religion.  It is both light and heat to them. They compass themselves about with sparks of their own kindling. As they trust in their own righteousness, and not in the righteousness of Jesus Christ, so they place their happiness in their worldly possessions and enjoyments, and not in the favor of God. 
Well, creature-comforts are as sparks, short-lived and soon gone; yet the children of this world, while they last, warm themselves by them, and walk with pride and pleasure in the light of them.  The doom sentence passed upon them is as follows:  They are ironically told to walk in the light of their own fire, that is, in their own religion of self righteousness. "Make your best of it, while it lasts. But what will be in the end thereof, what will it come to at last? This shall you have of my hand says, Lord Jesus Christ, for to him the judgment is committed, you shall lie down in sorrow, shall go to bed in the dark’’ (Job 18:5, 6). His candle shall be put out with him. Those that make the world their comfort, and their own righteousness their confidence, will certainly meet with a fatal disappointment, which will be bitterness in the end. A godly man’s way may be melancholy, but his end shall be peace and everlasting light. A wicked man’s way may be pleasant, but his end and endless dwelling place will be utter darkness.

 
Comfort is here spoken to disconsolate saints, and they are encouraged to trust in God’s grace. Here examine what is always the character of a child of God. He is one that fears the Lord with a filial fear that stands in awe of his majesty and is afraid of incurring his displeasure. This is a grace that usually appears most in good people when they walk in darkness, when other graces appear not. They then tremble at his word (Chronicles 66:2), and are afraid of his judgments (Psalm 119:120). 

He is one that obeys the voice of God’s servant, is willing to be ruled by the Lord Jesus, as God’s servant in the great work of man’s redemption, one that yields a sincere obedience to the law of Christ and cheerfully comes up to the terms of his covenant. Those that truly fear God will obey the voice of Jesus Christ.  What is sometimes the case of a child of God? It is supposed that though this person has in his or her heart the fear of God, and faith in Christ, yet for a time he or she walks in darkness and has no light, is disquieted and has little or no comfort. Who is there that does so? This intimates that it is a case which sometimes happens among the professors of faith in God, yet not very often; but, whenever it happens, God takes notice of it. It is no new thing for the children and heirs of light sometimes to walk in darkness, and for a time not to have any glimpse or gleam of light.

Whoever is disconsolate and walks in darkness is encouraged to continue to trust God and rely upon him for deliverance, which is certain to come.  If we walk by our own light and reject God’s light, we become self-sufficient, and the result of self-sufficiency is sorrow. When we place confidence in our own intelligence, appearance, or accomplishments, we risk damnation later for these strengths shall fade.
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