Sabbath Day Sermon of January 9, 2021
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop
Jesus Says to Follow Him

Mark Chapter 10: [21] KJV.
In our study verse, Jesus says to the young man who wants to know what to do  to inherit the Kingdom of heaven, “One thing thou lackest, go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shall have treasure in heaven; and come, take up the cross, and follow Me.”  We see that when Jesus spoke these words to the young ruler, he went away grieved. Jesus said: “How hardly shall they that trust in riches enter into the Kingdom of God Almighty!” The disciples were astonished at His words. When Jesus repeated once again what He had said, they were astonished out of measure. Was not wealth a blessing from God Almighty, a reward for being good? This misconception is still common today. Although many believers enjoy material prosperity, many others live in poverty. Wealth is not a sign of faith or partiality on God Almighty’s part. “Who then can be saved, “Jesus looking upon them said, ‘With men, it is impossible, but not with God Almighty; for with God Almighty all things are possible.”
The keywords used in verse 24 by Jesus is “Trust in riches.”  To enter into the Kingdom of heaven by those who trust in their riches would be hard. Because the rich, having their basic physical needs met, often become self-reliant. When they feel empty, they can buy something new to fill the void that only God Almighty can fill. Their abundance becomes their deficiency. The person who has everything on earth can still lack what is most important, that is, eternal life. 
 This young man wanted to be sure he would get eternal life, so he asked what he could do. He said he’s never once broken any of the laws Jesus mentioned, and perhaps he had even kept the Pharisees' loopholes-filled version of them. But Jesus lovingly broke through his pride with a challenge that brought out his true motives. “Sell whatever thou hast, and give to the poor.” This challenge exposed the barrier that could keep this young man out of the Kingdom: his love of money. The money represented his pride of accomplishment and self-effort, ironically, his attitude made him unable to keep the first commandment: to let nothing be more important than God Almighty (Exodus 20:3). The young ruler came to Jesus wondering what he could do, he left seeing what he was unable to do. My friends, what is keeping you from turning your life over to Jesus Christ.
Jesus Christ spoke about bearing the cross from the human side, as the one condition of discipleship. Herewith the rich young ruler He reveals from the side of God Almighty what is needed to give people the will and the power thus to sacrifice all if they were to enter the Kingdom. He said to Peter when he had confessed Him as the Messiah, the Son of God Almighty, that flesh and blood had not revealed it unto him, but his Father in heaven, to remind him and the other disciples that it was only by Divine teaching that he could confess. So herewith the young ruler, He unveils the great mystery that it is only by Divine power that a man can take up his cross, can lose his life, can deny himself, and hate the life to which he is by nature so attached.
Many have sought to follow Jesus Christ and obey His injunction, and have found that they have utterly failed! Many have felt that Jesus Christ’s claims were beyond their reach and have sought to be Christian without any attempt at the whole-hearted devotion and the entire self-denial which Jesus Christ asks for! Let us in our study of what the fellowship of the cross means take today’s lesson to heart, and believe that it is only by putting our trust in the living God Almighty and the mighty power in which He is willing to work in the heart, that we can attempt to be disciples who forsake all and follow Jesus Christ in the fellowship of His cross.
In John 12:24-26 Jesus says, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a grain of wheat fall into the earth and die, it abideth by itself alone; but if it die, it beareth much fruit. He that loveth his life loseth it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal.” In these verses, we learn that all nature is the parable of how the loss of a life can be the way of securing a truer and higher life. Every grain of wheat, every seed throughout the world, teaches the lesson that through death lies the path to a beautiful and fruitful life.
[bookmark: _GoBack]It was so with the Son of God Almighty. He had to pass through death in all its bitterness and suffering before He could rise to heaven and impart His life to His redeemed people. And here under the shadow of the approaching cross, He calls His disciples: “If any man will serve Me, let him follow Me.” He repeats the words: “He that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal.”
One might have thought that Jesus Christ did not need to lose His holy life before He could find it again. But so it was: God Almighty had laid upon Him the iniquity of us all, and he yielded to the inexorable law: Through death to life and fruit. His resurrection proves he has eternal life. Because Jesus is God Almighty, He can give this same eternal life to all who believe in Him.
How much more ought we, in the consciousness of that evil nature and that death which we inherited in Adam, be willing, yes, most grateful that there is a way open to us by which, in the fellowship of Jesus Christ and His cross, we can die to this accursed self! With what gratitude ought we to listen to the call to bear our cross, to yield our “old man” as crucified with Jesus Christ daily to that death which he deserves! Surely the thought that the power of the eternal Life is working in us, ought to make us willing and glad to die the death that brings us into the fellowship and the power of life in a risen Jesus Christ.
We must be committed to living for Jesus Christ that we “hate” our life by comparison. This does not mean that we long to die or are careless or destructive with the life God Almighty has given us, but that we are willing to die if doing so will Glorify Jesus Christ. We must disown the tyrannical rule of our self-centeredness. By living aside our striving for advantage, security, and pleasure, we can serve God Almighty lovingly and freely. Releasing control of our life and transferring control to Jesus Christ brings eternal life and genuine joy in the present.
Unfortunately, how little this is understood! Let us believe that what is impossible to man is possible to God Almighty. Let us believe that the law of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, the Risen Lord, can in very deed make His death and His life the daily experience of our souls.
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