Sabbath Day Sermon of January 9, 2016
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop
Why Has America’s Pride Become Marred!
Jeremiah Chapter 14

American’s pride has become marred for the same reason Judah’s pride was also marred.  This chapter begins with the Word of the LORD concerning the dearth or famine.  In the beginning verse we read of Almighty Father allowing a drought on Judah and refusing to answer their prayers for rain. No doubt the world is always one harvest away from famine. If the earth did not give forth a harvest for a single year, many of the world’s people would starve. The Scriptures plainly state that on occasion Almighty Father would allow famine by way of judicial judgment against sinners and with the intention of directing their thoughts toward him in repentance for their transgressions.  Famine no doubt may be penal, but at the same time it is also therapeutic. Lack of food is not as bad as lack of devotion to Almighty Father or disobedience to his commandments. When food is lacking, it is an incentive for starving people to look to Almighty Father for help.

Drought or famine was and is a judgment with devastating consequences. As usual, when their backs were to the wall, the people cried out to Almighty Father. But Almighty Father rejected their plea because they did not repent; they merely wanted his rescue. Not even Jeremiah’s prayers would help. Their only hope was to turn to Almighty Father.

7-12. Jeremiah here prays for the people, which ought to move them to pray for themselves. He confesses their sins, knowing that sinners deserve every judgment that comes to them. Most sinners plead that it is not their fault or that they could not help themselves, as the reason they are wallowing in their sins. True repentance includes an acknowledgement and acceptance of the guilt. As the people of Judah had stretched the Almighty Father’s patience, so is America stretching the Almighty Father’s patience today.  Their false repentance and empty rituals had continued long enough, and now the Almighty Father turned deaf ear to their cries. For a third time, Almighty Father told Jeremiah not to pray for the people. 
Why should people pray to Almighty Father, when he was less important to them than handmade idols of wood or stone? Why not let the idols answer their prayers? If you are trusting in something more than Almighty Father when all is going well, will you be content to trust in this false god when trouble comes? If you ask, if idols made of wood and stone cannot help anyone, why do people worship them. People who worship handmade idols, statues and images worship are enticed by the demons that dwell in them. Another example, is when people go to the cemetery to talk to their dead relatives to look over you, they are talking to demons and asking them to look over them; that of course the demons will do by ruining their lives and preparing them for the hellish kingdom of Satan also known as Lucifer (Mark 9:44).
13-16. It is not uncommon to find false prophets where there are true prophets of Almighty Father. Here we read that the false prophets where encouraging the people to continue in their sins by reassuring them that the ax will not fall and that the famine will disappear. But Jeremiah continues to pray saying: “Ah! Lord Almighty Father, the poor people seem willing to take notice of what comes in thy name, and there are those like the numerous false teachers we have in America who in thy name tell them as sinners are told today that they shall not see the sword nor famine; and they say it as from thee; they say this with all the gravity and confidence of prophets: “I will continue you in this place, and will give you assured peace here, peace of truth.” I tell them the contrary; but I am one against many, and everyone is apt to credit that which makes for them; therefore, Lord, pity and spare them, for their leaders cause them to err.’’ This excuse would have been of some weight if they had not had warning given them, before, of false prophets, and rules by which to distinguish them; so that if they were deceived it was entirely their own fault. But this teaches us, as far as we can with truth, to make the best of bad, and judge as charitably of others as their case will bear. 
But Almighty Father declares that these false prophets are liars. He did not send them nor did he give then a message of hope. He did not speak to them, nor was he speaking through them. They are prophesying to you false visions, divinations, idolatries and delusions of their own minds.  Almighty Father not only overrules this plea, but condemns both the blind leaders and the blind followers to fall together into the ditch. All false prophets will be consumed by the sword and famine. 
If you ask, why do people listen to false prophets? People listen to false prophets because they say what the people would like to hear. False teachers earn fame and money by telling people what they want to hear, but false teachers lead people away from Almighty Father. If we encourage them by subscribing to their teachings, which would be mostly due to our lack of the Word of Almighty Father, we are as guilty as they are. Therefore, true Christians must study to prove themselves approved of Almighty Father. Life on earth is not a script which we meaninglessly act out. It is a time of deciding whether or not we will live for Almighty Father, and then living out what we have decided. Because Almighty Father will examine what kind of workers we have been for him, we should build our lives on his Word and build his Word into our lives; it alone tells us how to live for him and serve him. Christians who ignore the Bible will certainly be ashamed at the judgment. Consistent and diligent study of Almighty Father’s Word is vital; otherwise we will be lulled into neglecting Almighty Father and our true purpose for living.
The abomination of the people made Jeremiah and even Almighty Father cry. Jeremiah was so in tune with Almighty Father that he expressed Almighty Father’s great compassion and sorrow for his chosen people in his own tears. This was a symbol the people could understand. The Scripture forbid divination, divining, sorcery, augury, fortune telling, mediums, wizardry and other heathen practices. From ancient times, heathens have used divination to gain knowledge of the future or as a way to make money. “They prophesy lies in my name.” They had no commission from Almighty Father to prophesy at all: “I neither sent them, nor commanded them, nor spoke unto them.” They never were employed to go on any errand at all from Almighty Father; he never made himself known to them, much less by them to the people; never any word of the Almighty Father came to them, no call, no warrant, no instruction, much less did he send them on this errand, to rock them asleep in security. No, men may flatter themselves, and Satan may flatter them, but Almighty Father never does. “It is a false vision, and a thing of naught,” saith the Almighty Father.  What is false and groundless is vain and worthless. The vision that is not true, be it ever so pleasing, is good for nothing; it is the deceit of their heart, a spider’s web spun out of their own bowels, and in it they think to shelter themselves, but it will be swept away in a moment and prove a great cheat. Those that oppose their own thoughts of Almighty Father’s Word, Almighty Father indeed say so, but they think otherwise, walk in the deceit of their heart, and it will be their ruin. 
Witchcraft spells and all its evil rendering is about power, control and domination.  Pennie DeWitt is an example of those who have lived the life of witches. According to her testimony, she worked as a professional psychic for twenty-six years, and in those years in which she practiced the craft, she thought that every supernatural manifestation that she experienced was from the Holy Spirit, which is what is taught in the Roman Catholic that Rekh is the Holy Spirit. At the same time, she had numerous Christian clients, no doubt Catholics and lukewarm Christians who encouraged her by claiming that the Holy Spirit was working through her. But according to Alexander Hislop in his book “The Two Babylons,” the Holy Spirit referred here, is the same one who suffered for them in baptism, who is none other than Semiramis, the very incarnation of lust and all uncleanness. But Pennie’s own investigation of the true Christianity led her into the Word of Almighty Father, after which she was later saved by the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The Christian should beware of witches and diviners, and to make sure your salvation is built on the rock of Jesus Christ. If not, a witch can easily take control of your life and ruin it. Witches would use any evil means to afflict control, and harass you into letting go of your faith in Jesus Christ.  In fact, Satan also known as Lucifer and his demon can make themselves at home in a church, in a home or in an environment where sin is condoned.

17-22. Jeremiah is the prophet with a broken heart. He weeps over the ruin of his country. Just as most America cannot see what is coming their way, so was Judah. But Jeremiah sees what Judah does not see, that they will perish and that famine will come.  Interceding for the people, he asks Almighty Father if Judah’s repentance will bring his help. But Almighty Father refuses to come to their aid, because the people are insincere, wicked, and stubborn. They know he wants to bless them, and they know what they need to do to receive that blessing. They want Almighty Father to do his part, but they do not want to do theirs. It’s easy to express sorrow for wrong actions, especially when we want something, but we must be willing to turn away from those wrong actions. The Almighty Father will forgive the truly repentant, but not the hypocrite.
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