Sabbath Day Sermon of January 7, 2017
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Born Not of Corruptible Seed, But of Incorruptible

1 Peter Chapter 2

Since each of us could be traced back to Adam and Eve, therefore, we are born of the corruptible seed we inherited from our parents. This means that if we remain as such throughout your life without accepting Jesus Christ we would die and go to hell. We would all die and go to hell because we were already condemned to death based on the corruptible seed from our parents who brought us all into this world.  What then is the solution to our corruptible existence, and what does it mean to accept Jesus Christ? Accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior are the only solutions if we must go to heaven after our physical death. Accepting Jesus Christ require the following: that we first confess our sins to him in private not to a priest, never to worship or bow down before any graven image or other gods also known as demons, separate ourselves from people who would lead us to sin, learn his word and do what he commands us to do.
Peter’s concern here is that like all children want to grow to be like the big kids or their parents when Christians are born again, they become spiritual babies. If we are healthy, we will want to grow. But it is sad to see that some never grow up. The need for milk is a natural instinct for a baby and it is necessary for growth. What is the milk for the Christian baby? The Word of God is, and once we see our need for God’s Word and begin to find nourishment in Jesus Christ, our spiritual appetite will increase and we will start to mature. However, how strong you will become will depend on your desire for God’s Word.
All those who are united to Jesus Christ by faith are priests unto God Almighty (Revelation 1:6). Many Christians don’t know this and this is the reason many hesitate to witness about their faith in Jesus Christ because they do not feel the change in their lives has been spectacular enough. But as a Christian, you truly qualify as a witness for Jesus because of what he has done for you, not because of what you have done for him. Jesus demonstrated his great love by setting you free from your sins through his death on the cross “washed you from our sins in his own blood,” guaranteeing you a place in his Kingdom, and making one of his priests to administer God Almighty’s love to others. The fact that the all powerful God Almighty has offered eternal life to you is nothing short of spectacular. 

Under the old covenant, believers required a priest to mediate between them and God Almighty at the altar. The high priest was their mediator in the Holy of Holies. Jesus Christ has become our high priest (Hebrews 4:14; 5:10; 7:27; 9:11), we now may go directly to God Almighty through Jesus Christ without any human mediator. This New Testament Covenant truth, the priesthood of all believers, includes both laity and clergy. The term “priest” is never applied to an apostle or either in any church except as he is part of the universal priesthood of believers. This truth has been one of the great liberating impulses for all believers. 

6-10. Paul says that Christians are seated with Jesus Christ in the heavenly realms. This positional and someday will be a physical reality. Believers constitute a heavenly commonwealth (Philippians 3:20); they are not of the world; although they continue to live in it for a while as occupiers for Jesus. Their real life is in heaven with Jesus Christ in God Almighty (Colossians 3:1-3). True Christians already share in Jesus’ royal status and authority, and they advance his kingdom through their prayers and missionary witness.
In describing the Church as God Almighty’s spiritual temple, Peter draws on several Old Testament passages and portrays the Church as a living temple. Jesus Christ is the foundation and cornerstone, and each believer is a stone. Paul portrays the Church as a body; Jesus Christ is the head, and each believer is a member (Ephesians 4:15, 16). Both definitions of the Church paint pictures emphasizing community where one stone is not a temple or even a wall; one body part is useless without the others. Although Christians live in an individualist society, we must not forget our interdependence with other Christians. If you have been called to a work for his Kingdom, do not forget that he also calling others to work with you. Together your individual efforts will be multiplied.
11-16. Christians as “strangers and pilgrims, this world is not our own, we are just passing through.” Believers in Jesus Christ are in the world but not to be of the world. Their real world is heaven. As strangers, we are pilgrims moving toward our true homes. We must never give into or engage in the practice of those sins found in the countries through which we pass on our way to glory. People often base their self-concept on their accomplishments, but our relationship with Jesus Christ is far more important than our jobs, our successes, our wealth, or our knowledge. We have been chosen by God Almighty as his very own, and we have been called to represent him to others. Therefore, you must remember that your value comes from being one of God’s children, not from what you can achieve. You have worth because of what God does, not because of what you do.
Peter’s advice here draws from Jesus’ words in Matthew 5:16. If your actions are above reproach, even hostile people will end up praising God Almighty. Christians in Peter’s day lived among unbelieving Gentiles who were inclined to believe vicious lies about Christians. Attractive, gracious, upright behavior on your part could show malicious rumors about you to be false and could win some of the unsaved critics to the Lord’s side. You do not have to defend yourself to them or lie to protect your family background. Although as Christian we are separated unto Jesus Church, but we do not write off people because they do not believe. We are to show them Jesus by the way we live our lives. 

“Submit yourself to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake:” In Acts 5:29 Peter had told the High Priest before “We ought to obey God rather than men.” But in most aspects our daily lives, it is possible and desirable for Christians to live according to the law of their land. Christians are to cooperate with rulers, as far as conscience will allow without compromising our faith. We are to do this “for the Lord’s sake,” so that the Gospel message and his people will be respected to do their work for his Kingdom. If we are to be persecuted, it should be for obeying God Almighty, and not for breaking moral or civil laws. Wherever we find ourselves, we must be responsible citizens, as well as responsible Christians. We should never allow the government to force us to disobey God Almighty in any way.
17-25. The brotherhood of man is a much-abused concept. The Scripture place some limitations on its use. Certainly, all people are brothers in the sense that they have descended from Adam and Eve, their common ancestors. Yet the Scriptures speak of a brotherhood brought into being by regeneration and adoption into the family of God Almighty. Believers in Jesus Christ are related to God Almighty and to each other as children and heirs of the Almighty God. Only believers in Jesus Christ has Almighty God said are his children in the biblical sense, because of this, whoever owns the name of Jesus Christ is likewise your brother or sister. Therefore, whoever does not own the name of Jesus Christ is not a child of God Almighty and cannot be trusted as a brother or sister.

22-25. If Jesus had sinned, he could not have been the Son of God Almighty; the true Christian Church could not have been correct in asserting his sinlessness for two thousand years; he could not have been the prototype of perfect redeemed persons; he could not have been our sacrifice for his own sinfulness; there could be no secure foundation on which to rest the Christian faith.; and there would be no ground for the existence of the Church. We may suffer for many reasons. Some suffering is the direct result of our own sin; some misfortunes happen because of our foolishness, and some as the result of living in a fallen world. Peter wrote about suffering that comes as a result of doing good deeds. Jesus never sinned, yet Jesus suffered so that we could be set free. When we follow Jesus Christ’s example and live for others, we, too, may suffer. If suffering should come, our goal should be to face suffering as he Jesus did with patience, calmness, and confidence knowing that the Almighty God is in control of the future.
Jesus is our vicarious or substitutionary sacrifice for our sin. All others who have claimed this title in the Roman church were fakes and blasphemers. Jesus Christ actually bore your sins in his own body on the tree. Three principles are inherent in the plan of redemption: all people are lost and undone, separated from God Almighty because of their sins (Romans 1:18; 3:19; 6:23); the God of grace provided a substitute for the sinner in the person of his Son, to be our sin bearer so we do not have to suffer the punishment we deserve (Isaiah 53:6; 2 Corinthians 5:21); the Father accepted the finished work of the Son, which secures for all people the forgiveness of sins, resulting in peace and fellowship with God Almighty (Romans 5:1-10). Animal sacrifices under the older covenant had to be repeated because they were not permanent. Since the death of Jesus Christ, no further sacrifices are needed. Jesus has bridged the chasm that separated sinful man from a holy God Almighty.
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