Sabbath Day Sermon of January 2nd, 2021
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop
How to Partake in Jesus Christ’s Victory

Galatians Chapter 5: [24]
This passage teaches that to partake in Jesus Christ’s victory over sin and death one must have already crucified the flesh with the passions and the lusts thereof.  Of the flesh Paul teaches in Romans 7:8, saying, “In me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing.” In Romans 8:7, Paul continues to say “The mind of the flesh is enmity against God Almighty; for it is not subject to the law of God Almighty, neither indeed can it be.”
When Adam lost the Spirit of God, he became flesh. Before his sin, he was born of the Spirit and a son of God Almighty (John 3:18). Flesh, therefore, is the expression for the evil, corrupt nature that we inherit from Adam. Of this flesh it is written, “Our old man was crucified with Him” (Romans 6:6). Here, Paul puts it even more strongly, “They that are in Jesus Christ have crucified the flesh.”
We observe that when Jesus’ disciples heard and obeyed the call of Jesus to follow Him, they honestly meant to do so, but as He, later on, taught them what that would imply, they were far from being ready to yield immediate obedience. And even so in our time, those who are Jesus Christ’s and have accepted Him as the Crucified One, little understand what that includes. By that act of surrender, they have crucified the flesh, and consented to regard it as an accursed thing, nailed to the cross of Jesus Christ.
Now, we wonder how many out there are who have never for a moment thought of such a thing. It may be that the preaching of Jesus Christ crucified has been made defective or watered down due to too many false preachers. It may be that the truth of our being crucified with Jesus Christ has not been taught truthfully. They shrink back from the self-denial that it implies, and as a result, where the flesh is allowed in any measure to have its way, the Holy Spirit of Jesus Christ cannot exert His power.
9-12. “A little yeast causes a whole lump of dough to rise.” It only takes one wrong person to infect all the others by persuasion. However, persecution does prove that we are preaching the true Gospel. If we teach what the false teachers teach, no one would be offended; but when we teach the truth, we would be persecuted. In Paul’s experience, he was persecuted by both Jews and Judaizers for preaching the true Gospel message of Jesus Christ. 
If your friends and relatives reject you because you have taken a stand for Jesus Christ, Paul’s experience should remind you that this is to be expected. Jesus said not to be surprised if the world hates you because it hated Him first (John 15:18, 19). You should continue doing the work God Almighty has given you to do, despite the obstacles others may put in your way.
We have been called unto liberty, but we mustn’t use liberty for an occasion to the flesh or sinful nature. Paul distinguishes between freedom to sin and freedom to serve. Freedom to sin is no freedom at all, because it enslaves you to Satan, others, or your evil desires. The flesh is not a reference to the body, but to the sinful nature that attempts to use our bodies to lead us into sin. ”Flesh” describes the human being as entirely self-reliant, weak, earthbound, unredeemed. “Spirit” describes the knowing and willing core of the individual, that part of a person most suitable for receiving and responding to the Spirit of God Almighty.  People who are slaves to sin are not free to live righteous lives. By contrast, Christians shouldn’t be slaves to sin because they are free to do right and glorify God Almighty through their actions.
13-15. “Thou shall love thy neighbor as thyself.” We are to love our neighbors so because it is already evident that we love ourselves. When we are not motivated by love, we become critical of others. We stop looking for the good in them and see only their faults. This is responsible for any broken unity even among true believers. If we love our neighbors we would not talk behind their backs. If we love them we would always focus on their strengths instead of their shortcomings. 
16-18. We are being taught here to “Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lusts of the flesh.” “As many as are led by the Spirit of God Almighty, they are the children of God Almighty. Meaning that as many as have received Jesus Christ and are led by the Spirit of God Almighty, they are the children of God Almighty. That the Holy Spirit can alone guide us as the flesh, in living faith and fellowship with Jesus Christ, is kept in the place of crucifixion.
If you have realized how little you understood when you accepted Jesus in faith that you crucified once for all the flesh with its passions and lusts, you ought to humbly ask the Holy Spirit to teach you so to believe and so to live in Him, the Crucified One, that you may ever glory in the cross on which the world and the flesh are crucified.
There are two forces at work within the Christian, the Holy Spirit, and our evil inclinations, for the “flesh lusteth against the Spirit.” Of course, these forces are not equal. We know that the Holy Spirit is infinitely stronger, but we are weak, so if we rely on our natural wisdom, we will make the wrong choices. If we try to walk in the Spirit by our human effort, we will fail. So what should we do? Our only way to freedom from our natural evil desires is through the empowering of the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9; Ephesians 4:23; Colossians 3:3-5).
19-26. No doubt, we all have evil desires, and we can’t ignore them. In other for us to follow the Holy Spirit’s guidance, we must deal with them decisively, that is, crucify them. These desires include obvious sins such as sexual immorality and witchcraft. They also include less obvious sins such as ambition, anger, and envy. Paul lists actions to be avoided and actions to be done.  The deeds to be avoided, that is, the deeds of a way of life rooted in the ”flesh” can be clustered into four groups: sexual aberrations, heathen worship and festivals, social evils, and intemperance. Those who ignore such sins or refuse to deal with them reveal that they have not received the gift of faith leading to a transformed life. In contrast, we are to imitate the fruit of the Spirit which is the spontaneous work of the Holy Spirit in us.  For the fruit to grow in us, we must join our lives to Jesus’ (John 15:4, 5). If we are rich in the fruit of the Spirit which is love, we fulfill the Law far better than a person who observes the rituals but has little love in his heart.
Receiving Jesus also means bearing your cross. In Matthew 10:38-39, Jesus says, “He or she that doth not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of me. He that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.” In the beginning paragraphs of this study, we had some of Paul’s great words to Galatians about the cross and our being crucified with Jesus Christ. Now we turn to the Lord Jesus Christ to hear what he has to teach us. We find that what Paul could teach openly and fully after the crucifixion, that is, after the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, was given by the Lord Jesus Christ in words that could at first hardly be understood, and yet contained the seed of the full truth.
We find that in the ordination charge, when Jesus sent forth His disciples, that He first used the expression that the disciple must take up his cross and follow Him. The only meaning the disciples could attach to these words was from what they had often seen when an evildoer; who had been sentenced to death by the cross was led out bearing his cross to the place of execution.  In bearing the cross, the evildoer acknowledged the sentence of death that was on him. And Jesus Christ would have His disciples understand that their nature was so evil and corrupt that it was only in losing their natural life that they could find the true life. Of Jesus, it was true, that all His life He bore His cross, the sentence of death that He knew to rest upon Himself on account of our sins. And so he would have His disciple bear his cross, the sentence of death upon himself and which are his evil, carnal nature.
His disciples like most Christians today could not understand all this. But Jesus gave them seed words, which would germinate in their hearts and later on begin to reveal their full meaning after they have received the Holy Spirit. The disciple was not only to carry the sentence of death in himself or herself but to learn that in following the Lord Jesus Christ to His cross he or she would find the power to lose his or her life and to receive instead of it the life that would come through the cross of Jesus Christ.
The Lord Jesus Christ asks of His disciples that they should forsake all and take up their cross, give up their whole will and life, and follow Him. The call comes to all Jesus’ disciples of all generations to give up the self-life with its self-pleasing and self-exaltation, and bear the cross in fellowship with Him, and we shall be made partakers of His victory.
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