Sabbath Day Sermon of January 28, 2017
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

What Does the Lord Your God Require of You?

Deuteronomy Chapter 10

In this chapter, it becomes clear that Moses did not etch the Ten Commandments on the tables of stone. God Almighty wrote them. The supernatural act makes it clear that the commandments came directly from God Almighty and were not mediated through the writing of Moses. Therefore, it is wrong to refer to the Ten Commandments as the law of Moses as it was man-made laws. God gave the two tables and commanded him to put them inside the Ark. 
The tablets of the Law were still in the Ark about 500 years later, when Solomon put it in his newly built Temple (1 Kings 8:9). The Ark last appears in the Israelites history during the reign of Josiah about 300 years after Solomon (2 Chronicles 35:3), before it was moved and hid by Jeremiah during the invasion of the Babylonian army. The Ark we speak here is not the one in heaven as we read in Revelation 11:19, but the one Moses built which has been found in a cave under the place of the skull where Jesus was crucified. [1]
If you ask “What is it that I am not doing that God Almighty expects of me? Moses in this passage gives a summary that is easy to remember and the fact that they are for your own good.  The essentials are: (1) Fear God, that is, reverence fear of him which is also meant to hate evil, (Proverbs 8:7); (2) Walk in his ways, which includes serving him and keeping his commandments; (3) Love him with all your heart. 
Exploring further on what God Almighty requires, we found that it is nothing but what is highly just and reasonable in itself and of unspeakable benefit and advantage to anyone that will take advantage of it. We learned of what God Almighty requires, and of the abundant reason, there is why we should do what he requires. We are here most plainly directed in our duty to God, to our neighbor, and to ourselves. We are here taught our duty to God, both in the dispositions and affections of our souls and in the actions of our lives, our principles, and our practices. True believers must fear the Lord our God, in everything we do. It is our duty to adore his majesty, acknowledge his authority, stand in awe of his power, and dread his wrath. This is our gospel duty as his representatives, (Revelation. 14:6, 7). 

We are duty bound to love our Father in heaven, be well pleased that he is, a desire that he remain ours till we take our last breath here on earth, and delight in the contemplation of him and in communion with him. Fear him as a great God and our Lord, love him as a good God, and our Father and benefactor. We must do all that it takes to walk in his ways, that is, the ways which he has appointed us to walk in. The whole course of our conversation must be conformable to his holy will. We must serve him with all our heart and soul, devote ourselves to his honor and put ourselves under his government. As members of the Gospel task force, we must give ourselves to advance all the interests of his kingdom among all people. We must be hearty or loudly vigorous and cheerful and zealous in his service, engage and employ our inward person in his work with a good will. We must keep his commandments and his statutes. Having given up ourselves to his service, we must make his revealed will our rule in everything, perform all he prescribes, forbear all the forbids, firmly believing that all the statutes he commands us are for our good. 

Besides the reward of obedience, which will be our unspeakable gain, there are true honor and pleasure in obedience. It is really for our present good to be meek and humble, chaste and sober, just and charitable, patient and contented; these make us easy, and safe, and pleasant, and truly great. As true Christians must give honor to God, in swearing when necessary by his name; by so doing give him the honor of his omniscience, his sovereignty, his justice, as well as of his necessary existence. When necessary, we must swear by his name, and not by the name of any creature, or false god, or on your mother’s or father’s grave whenever an oath for confirmation is called. To God Almighty our Father we must cleave. Having chosen him for our God, we must faithfully and constantly abide with him and never forsake him. Cleave to him as one we love and delight in, trust and confide in, and from whom we have great expectations. My friends, concentrate on his real requirements and find peace. Reverence and respect him, follow him wherever he leads, and love him with all heart and soul, and you will fine. 
10-16. Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, that is, “Cast away from you all corrupt affections and inclinations, which hinder you from fearing and loving God Almighty (Ezekiel 18:31-32; Romans 2:24-29). Rest not in the circumcision of the body which was only the sign, but be circumcised in the heart, which is the thing signified (Romans 2:29). Every one of us needs to submit to God Almighty inside, in our hearts, as well as outside, in our bodies. Then we could begin to imitate God’s Love and justice in our relationships with others. Because the only way to have a good relationship with others is to have our hearts right with God Almighty. It is when your heart has been cleansed by the Word, and you have been reconciled to God Almighty, can you begin to see a difference in the way you treat others. 
The solution to the problem of inherited guilt is for each person to have a change of life. This is God’s work in us and not something we can do for ourselves. The Holy Spirit does it (Psalm 51:10-12). If we renounce our life’s direction of sin and rebellion and turn to God, he will give us a new direction, new love, and a new power to change. My friends, you can begin by faith, trusting in his power to change your heart and mind. Then determine to live each day with him in control (Ephesians 4:22-24).
17-22. God of gods and Lord of lords. The supremacy, greatness, and uniqueness of God are here pronounced in Revelation 19:10. Jesus is called “KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.” Thus the divine titles used for God Almighty in the Old Testament are applied to Jesus in the New Covenant. Jesus is God, as well as man (John 14:6-14). In saying that the Lord is God of gods and Lord of lords, Moses was distinguishing the true God from all the local man made gods possessed by demon spirits that are worshiped by heathens throughout the land. In saying that God Almighty is a terrible God, means that he has such awesome power and justice that people cannot stand before him without his mercy. We cannot but say thanks enough to Him for his mercy toward his people is unlimited and endures for ever. My friends, if you are reading this message today, you will never know what true love is until you have begun to grasp the extent of God’s mercy towards you. We are no good children of his because of our sins, but he has chosen to show love and mercy to all who seek and would seek him.
Just as Jacob, his twelve sons, and their generations were strangers in Egypt, so are we to be friends to foreigners who seek our friendship and a new life with us in Jesus Christ. We are commanded to love foreigners by showing genuine love; in so doing we might bring those who are not Christians to Jesus Christ. Most of us who are in Jesus Christ today were probably brought to Jesus Christ through someone else’s concern and love.
Consider the goodness and grace of God we speak, and learn to love him, and from that principle serve and obey him. Speaking of the God Almighty we serve, His goodness is his glory as much as his greatness. He is good to all. Whomsoever he finds miserable, to them he will be merciful: He executes the judgment of the fatherless and widow. It is his honor to help the helpless and to succor those that most need relief and that people are apt to do injury to, or at least to put a light upon. But truly God is good to his people in special obligations to him: "He is the praise, and he is the God of the faithful.” Therefore we must love him and serve him truthfully, because of the relation wherein he stands to us his children. He is our God, a God in covenant with us, and as such he is our praise,’’ that is, "He puts honor upon his people; he is the God in whom, all the day long, we may boast that we are known to him and that he is known to us. He is our God, and he is our glory.’’  "He expects honor from the faithful. He is their praise,’’ that is "He is the God almighty whom we are bound to praise; if he gets no praise from us, where would he expect it?’’ He inhabits the praises of his people. If you have considered the gracious choice he made when he chose you to come to him through his Son Jesus Christ, then give him praise. 

To the children of Israel, God Almighty said, "I had a delight in thy fathers, and therefore chose their seed.’’ Not that there was anything in them to merit his favor, or to recommend them to it, but so it seemed good in his eyes. He would be kind to them, though he had no need of them. Secondly, The great things he had done for Israel. He reminds them not only of what they had heard with their ears, and which their fathers had told them, but of what they had seen with their eyes, and which they must tell their children, children. In particular that within a few generations when they not more than seventy souls of Jacob’s family who is called Israel went down into Egypt and God Almighty increased them to a great nation, as the stars of heaven for multitude. And the more they were in number the more praise and service God Almighty expected from them; yet it proved, as in the old world, that when they began to multiply they corrupted themselves. So we ask, “Is it always better to be few in God’s work? Not really, but it is that corruption tends to creep in among God’s people when they begin to multiply; they get lost due to lack of the true Word of God Almighty. Satan knows it and so do his New World Order progressives.
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