Sabbath Day Sermon of January 27, 2018.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The principles of Being Triumphant in the LORD

Exodus Chapter 23
This is the third chapter of God Almighty’s judgments or rulings beginning from Exodus chapter 21. If you are covenanted with the God Almighty through His Son Jesus Christ, this passage is a guide on how to maintain your relationships with God Almighty by keeping your part of the bargain. The passage laid down the ethics that anyone who truly believes in God Almighty must adhere to if they expect Him to fulfill in their liveshis promises to those who would obey Him.

“A False report, “meaning slander is a sin which is sternly forbidden in the Scriptures. It includes such sins as whispering, backbiting, tale-bearing, defaming, bearing false witness, and raising false reports (Proverbs 6:16, 19; Ephesians 4:31; James 4:11). Destructive gossip still causes problems. Even if you did not initiate a lie, you become responsible if you pass it along. Do not circulate rumors, squelch them. The route to victory over slander is to walk in the Spirit so you can love your neighbors as you love yourself.
In today’s New World Order society, justice is often perverted in favor of the rich esoterically known as the initiates. Here the LORD warned the people against twisting justice in favor of the poor. Justice should be impartial, treating rich and poor alike. Giving special privileges to either rich or poor only makes injustice for everyone more likely. A true Christian must withstand the pressure of the crowd to sway your decision about a person. Let God Almighty’s fairness guide your judgment.General usage will never excuse the Christian in a bad practice; nor is the broad way ever the better or safer for its being tracked and crowded. As true Christians we must seek God Almighty for what we ought to do, not what the majority do. Because we must be judged by our Master, not by our fellow-servants, and it is too great a compliment to be willing to go to hell for keeping companyin unrighteousness.
Here and elsewhere the Scriptures deal with matters that fall under the rubric or rule of ethics. Ethics is “a discipline dealing with what is good and bad and with moral duty and obligation.” Christian ethics is based upon the biblical teachings of what is right and wrong and what the Bible asserts to be the believer’s moral duty and obligation. Its basic presuppositions are twofold: Love God Almighty, and your neighbor as yourself. These basic commands are expanded on in the Scriptures and cover all aspects of the Christian life (Luke 10:30-37).

If you ask, “Why must I love God Almighty first before my neighbor?” My friend it not only that the Almighty God is the Creator, but unless you havereceived God Almighty’s Spirit, there is no way you are going to be able to love your neighbors for most of them are really not nice people to begin with, they will naturally look unlovable to you. For all as sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his or her own way in our sins. It is only God Almighty’s Holy Spirit that can help you to project God Almighty’s love toward people who are wallowing or trapped in their sinful life-style by satan (Matthew 5:44).
11-13. The Feast of the Sabbatical years also known as the year of Jubilee was kept every seventh year. For six years the land was to be cultivated; the seventh year it was to lie fallow (Leviticus 25:2). God promised there would be an adequate harvest on the sixth year if they obeyed Him (Leviticus 25:21), so the people could live until the land was cultivated in the eight year. Farming was to cease, the fruits of the earth became common property, and debts were canceled. Hebrew servants were set free, and the law was read publicly (Leviticus 25:4; Deuteronomy 15:1-3, 12; 31:10-13; Nehemiah 10:31). These arrangements for Israel were not observed by non-Israelites or the Gentile nations at the time. The later captivity by Babylonia was partially a consequence of Israel’s failure to observe the Sabbatical year (2 Chronicle 36:20, 21). Because they failed to observe it seventy times as commanded by God Almighty, they had to spend 70 years in captivity in Babylon during which time the land rested.
All adult male Israelites were required to appear before God Almighty on three yearly feasts at the tabernacle: the feast of unleavened bread, the feast of the harvest; and the feast of the ingathering (Leviticus 23:15, 16). They are often known as the feasts of Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles (Exodus, 12:1-11; Leviticus 23:15; Mark 14:1).
“In all things that I have said unto you be circumspect, that is, be careful to consider all circumstances and possible consequences; be prudent before mentioning the name of other gods. Do not speak of other gods as if they have any worth. God Almighty continually warned the people to avoid false religions and false gods. In Egypt they had been surrounded by idols or sorcerers as we are surrounded in America today, but for the Israelites leaving that land did not mean they were free from heathen religious influences. The land of Canaan was just as infested with idol worship as America has become with idol worship. God Almighty knew his people needed extra strength, so he continually emphasized guarding against the influence of heathen religions, pagan and occultpractices.

14-22. The feast of the tabernacles is one of Israel’s national holy day, the other two were Passover and Pentecost. The feast of the Tabernacles starts on the fifteenth day in the seventh month (Leviticus 23:34, 39). It lasted for eight days and came at the end of the harvest and vintage. All adult males are required to attend the three national holy feasts (Leviticus 23:17). The first and last days of the feast are celebrated by holy convocations (Leviticus 23:35, 39; Numbers 29:12, 35). The people camped out in booths for this feast, family by family (Leviticus 23:42). 
The feast is to be celebrated annually and with thanksgiving (Leviticus 23:41; Deuteronomy 16:14, 15). It was also called the feast of booths to recall Israel’s redemption out of Egypt. Zachariah prophesied that it would become a memorial holy feast for all nations (Zachariah 14:16-21). This holy feast was supposed to be the Thanksgiving Day in the America, but the Vatican Church of Rome has successfully introduced her own pagan thanksgiving that is celebrated in November by those in disobedience to the commandments of the Almighty God.
23-30. ‘Behold I send an Angel before thee in the way, and to bring thee into the place which I have prepared. Beware of him, and obey his voice, provoke him not; for he will not pardon your transgression; for my name is in him.” “My name is in Him,” that is, “He is my representative, He bears my name.” So who was this Angel that went with the Israelites? No doubt the angel was a manifestation of God Almighty. This refers to the presence of God Almighty in the pillars of cloud and fire (13:21, 22).
If you ask, “Who was this Angel of the LORD?” The precise identity of the “Angel of the LORD is not given in the Bible. However, there are many important clues to his identity. There are Old and New Testament references to “angels of the Lord,”  “an angel of the Lord,” “and the angel of the Lord.” It seems when the definite article “the” is used, it is specifying a unique being, separate from the other angels. The angel of the Lord speaks as God Almighty, identifies Himself with God Almighty, and exercises the responsibilities of God Almighty (Genesis 16:7-12; 21:17-18; 22:11-18; Exodus 3:2; Judges 2:1-4; 5:23; 6:11-24; 13:3-22; 2 Samuel 24:16; Zechariah 1:12; 3:1; 12:8).

In several of these appearances, those who saw the angel of the Lord feared for their lives because they had “seen the LORD.” Therefore, it is clear that in these instances, the angel of the Lord is a theophany, an appearance of God Almighty in physical form, as in Genesis 18:1-3. We obverse here that in all these instances, the angel of the Lord never corrected them not to worship him asin Revelations 1:17. 
But in Revelation 22:9 we read that when John fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which showed him the revelations, the angel warned him not to do it saying” I am your fellow servant and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this book; worship God Almighty.” Therefore, the Angel of the LORD could not have been a mere created being but one that is God Almighty himself.
The appearance of the angel of the Lord ceased after the coming of Jesus, his death and resurrection, signifying he was the “Angel of the LORD” found everywhere in the Old Testament Scriptures. Angels are mentioned numerous times in the New Testament, but “the angel of the Lord” is never mentioned in the New Testament after the birth of Jesus Christ. It is also important to note that in Matthew 28:2, where the King James Version says “the angel of the Lord” descended from heaven and rolled the stone away from Jesus’ tomb, that the original Greek has no article in front of angel. The article must have been supplied by the translators, because other translations beside KJV say it was “an angel,” which is the better wording.
It is clear enough from the passages of the Scriptures that the appearances of the angel of the Lord were manifestations of Jesus Christ before His incarnation. Jesus declared Himself to be existent “before Abraham” (John 8:58), so it is logical that He would be active and manifest in the world. No doubt, “the angel of the LORD” usually identifies a physical appearance of God Almighty.

Again, if no one can see the face of God Almighty and live, who then was appearing to these people in the Scriptures? It was the Word of God Almighty in the person of Jesus Christ (John 1:1-5). In Genesis 31:11-13, the “angel of God Almighty” says, “I am the God of Bethel”, in Exodus 3:2-6 “the angel of the Lord appeared to Moses in the flame of fire, and then God Almighty says to him: “I am the God of thy father”. 
We observe that at times the angel of the LORD speaks in such a way as to assume authority over previous promises (Genesis 16:11; 21:17). The King James Version Bible capitalize “Angel” in the Old Testament references to “the angel of the Lord to indicate it is a specific angel, while using lower-case “angel” in the New Testament references to “an angel of the Lord. Most versions including NASB, RSV, ESV, etc., do not capitalize “angel” in the Old Testament mention of “the angel” of the Lord, because of unbelief. Again, those versions are not really Christian Bibles, but the works of Westcott and Hort.http://av1611.com/kjbp/charts/themagicmarker.html
If you are in the furnace, it is easy to catch on fire. Here in verse 24, God warned the Israelites about their neighbors, whose beliefs and actions could turn them away from Him. This warning should have been appreciated by America. Today we live with neighbors whose values are completely different from ours. Unfortunately, most American Christians will do nothing to bring these lost people coming into our country with their satanic yoga and meditation cultures that has totally decimated our people. In many ways like the Israelites of old, we as a people have allowed them to mess up our minds with their yoga and yogi demonic forces brought in by these corrupt strangers, which has turned many of our people away from God Almighty. 
America is a Christian nation, and we are called to maintain a life-style that shows our faith. This can be a struggle, especially if our Christian life-style differ from the norm. Our lives as Christians should show that we put obeying God Almighty before anything else than do what is praised and accepted by the society. To do something because everyone is doing it, is not how a Christian should live. 
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