Sabbath Day Sermon of January 26, 2013

Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Fourth and the Fifth Miracles of Jesus – Part Two
John Chapter 6

“All that the Father giveth me shall come to me,” that is, it the Father that has called every one of us to work with his Son Jesus. And Jesus says, if you have been called and sealed by the Father, there will be no reason for him to reject you. In other words, it is only those that have been called that might choose to separate themselves from their calling.  Jesus did not work independently of God the Father, but in union with him. This gives us even more assurance of being welcomed into his presence and being protected by him. Jesus’ purpose was to do the will of God, not to satisfy his human desires. When we follow Jesus, we should have the same purpose. Jesus said he would not lose even one person that is willing that the Father had given him. Thus anyone who makes a sincere commitment to believe in Jesus Christ as Savior is secure in God’s promise of eternal life. Jesus will not let his people be overcome by Satan and lose their salvation (Phil. 1:6). Those who put their faith in Jesus will be resurrected from physical death to eternal life with God when Jesus comes again (1 Cor. 15:52; 1 Thess. 4:16).
42-52. When we read in the Gospels as in when John says Jews, they are referring to the Jewish leaders who were hostile to Jesus, not to Jews in general, after all his disciples were all believers in the Jewish religion of their day before Jesus called them to himself. It is easy to understand why the Jews were disconcerted with the words of Jesus concerning his descent from heaven. The religious leaders grumbled because they could not accept Jesus’ claim of divinity. They referred to Jesus as the son of Mary and Joseph, a carpenter from Nazareth; the family itself was certainly not notable. They had heard of angels coming down from heaven but never a man doing so. In reality, the claims of Jesus make for their loyalty and obedience are what they cannot accept. So to protect themselves from the message, they deny the messenger. Since they refused to accept the proofs Jesus gave them of his messiaship, they were left in the dark. Whoever sets Jesus on the level with all the sons of men thereby denies his deity and salvation work. God, not man, plays the most active role in salvation. When someone chooses to believe in Jesus Christ as Savior, he or she does so only in response to the urging of God’s Holy Spirit. God does the urging; then we decide whether or not to believe. Thus no one can believe in Jesus without God’s help. 

“It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God.” Jesus was alluding to an Old Testament view of the messianic Kingdom in which all people are taught directly by God (Isa. 54:13; Jer. 32:31-34). Jesus was stressing the importance of not merely hearing, but learning. We are taught by God through the Bible, our experiences, the thoughts the Holy Spirit brings, and other Christians (John 16:13, 14).

“Verily, verily he that believeth in me hath everlasting life.” Believeth as used here, means “continues to believe.” We do not believe merely once, we keep on believing or trusting Jesus come what may. The religious leaders frequently asked Jesus to prove to them why he was better than the prophets they already had. Jesus here refers to the manna that Moses gave their ancestors in the wilderness (Exod. 16). This bread was physical and temporal. The people ate it, and it sustained them for a day, but they had to get more bread every day, and this bread could not keep them from dying. Jesus, who is much greater than Moses, offers himself as the spiritual Bread from heaven that satisfies completely and leads to eternal life.
53-63.  But here Jesus says, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. How can Jesus give us his flesh as bread to eat? Here Jesus is not speaking of a literal eating of his flesh. What he says is a figure of speech designed to teach a great spiritual eating and drinking which he was about to accomplish in his death and resurrection. To eat living bread means to unite ourselves in Jesus Christ. We are united with Jesus in two ways: by believing in his death, the sacrifice of his flesh, and resurrection and by devoting ourselves to living as he requires, depending on his teaching for guidance and trusting in the Holy Spirit for  knowledge and power. Jesus did not proclaim his doctrine in a corner. He taught openly in the synagogue, where the religious elite had every opportunity to hear him and to gauge the truth of what he said. In verse 57, we read how that Jesus lives by the Word of his Father, and so shall we live if we eat and live by his word, because Jesus is the Word that became flesh (John 1:14). So when we are abiding by his word, it is his flesh and blood that we are eating and drinking, because his Word embodies life everlasting.  You haven’t seen anything yet, Jesus tells them: What would you do when you see me die publicly on the cross, resurrect after three days and ascend to heaven? 
64-68. Many of Jesus’ disciples, that is, those beyond the smaller select group, were offended by what Jesus said about eating his flesh. Because they thought in terms of cannibalism; it was a hard saying for them to accept, and for us too in this day. But they failed to admit they did not understand, nor did they ask Jesus to explain what he meant and to open their eyes to the truth beneath the words. Some have said that his followers left because Jesus did not explain what he meant by eating and drinking of his flesh and blood. But Jesus did explain as he always does.  Because he went on to say that “it is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. It is just that this is the type of sermon that is needed today to purge most of our churches, and it worked in this instance. Of course, Jesus was not talking about literal blood. He was saying that his life had to become their own, but they could not accept the concept. Apostle Paul later used the body and blood imagery in talking about Communion (1 Cor. 11:23-26).

“It is the Spirit that quickeneth.” The Holy Spirit gives spiritual life and quickens us; without the work of the Holy Spirit we cannot even see our need for new life. All spiritual renewal begins and ends with God. He reveals truth to us, lives within us, and then enables us to respond to that truth (John 14:26; 16:13-15). “But there are some of you that believe not.”  John asserts that Jesus knew from the beginning they were who would believe on him and who would not. He also knew who would betray him, but he gave him every opportunity to have a change of heart and repent. We recall that Judas Iscariot was among Jesus’ disciples that he sent out to preach and heal the sick (Luke 9:1-6). Jesus could infallibly distinguish between those whose love was counterfeit and those whose love was real.  He knew who of all those were whom the Father had given him, past, present and future.

68. There is no middle ground with Jesus. When he asked his disciples if they would also leave he was showing that they could either accept or reject him.  Jesus was not trying to repel people with his teachings. He was simply telling the truth. The more people heard Jesus’ real message, the more they divided into two camps: the honest seekers who wanted to understand more, and those who rejected Jesus because they did not like what they heard.  

After many of Jesus’ followers deserted him, he asked the twelve disciples if they were also going to leave. To whom shall we go?  Peter, acting as spokesman for the twelve, made it clear that if Jesus was not their choice, they had no other alternative. If he could not save them, then no one and nothing else could do it. Jesus is the way, the truth and the life. For all of us who believe in Jesus, there is no other way. Though there are many philosophies and self-styled authorities, Jesus alone has the words that give eternal life, and he alone is the source for everlasting life. 

In response to the Gospel message of Jesus Christ, some will leave, others will stay and truly believe; and some like Judas will stay but will try to use Jesus’ message for personal gain. It should not surprise us that today many turn away from Jesus’ message. Others pretend to follow, going to church or to worship services for status. But there are only two real responses to Jesus, you either accept or reject him. My friend, if you are reading this message today, how have you responded to Jesus Christ?

“Have I not chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil?” John the evangelist tells us whom Jesus meant: he spoke of Judas Iscariot. Peter had undertaken for them all that they would be faithful to their Master. Now Jesus does not condemn the fact he was hopeful; it is always good to hope the best, but he tacitly corrects his confidence. We must not be too sure concerning anyone (Matt. 7:21-23). God knows those that are his; we do not.  Hypocrites and betrayers of Christ are no better than devils. Judas not only had a devil, but he was a devil. One of you is a false accuser; so sometimes signifies: without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, Traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away (2 Tim. 3:3); and it is probable that Judas, when he sold his Master to the chief priests, represented him to them as a bad man, to justify himself in what he did. But I rather take it as we read it: He is a devil, a devil incarnate, a fallen apostle, as the devil a fallen angel. He is Satan, an adversary, an enemy to Jesus Christ and his Church. He is Abaddon, and Apollyon, a son of perdition. He was of his father the devil, did his lusts, was in his interests, as Cain (1 John. 3:12). Those whose bodies were possessed by the devil are demoniacs, but not devils; but Judas, into whose heart Satan entered, and filled it, is called a devil. Many that are seeming saints are real devils. Judas had as fair an outside as many of the apostles; his venom was, like that of the serpent, covered with a fine skin. As a disciple of Jesus, he cast out devils, and appeared to be an enemy to the devil’s kingdom, and yet was himself a devil all the while. Jesus tells us that, not only will he be one shortly, but he is one now.
The disguises of hypocrites, however they may deceive men, and put a cheat upon them, cannot deceive Jesus Christ, for his piercing eye sees through them. He can call those devils that pretend and call themselves Christians. Jesus Christ’s divine sight, far better than any double sight, can see spirits. There are those who are chosen by Christ to special services who yet prove false to him: I have chosen you to the apostleship, for it is expressly said that Judas was not chosen to eternal life (John 13:18), and yet one of you is a devil. Believers are here warned that advancement to places of honor and trust in the Church is no certain evidence of saving grace. We have prophesied in thy name. In Jesus Christ we have a society within the veil into which no unclean thing shall enter, a Church of first-born, in which there would be no false brethren.
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