Sabbath Day Sermon of January 25, 2020
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Angel of the LORD Is The Branch.

Zechariah Chapter 3

In his vision Zechariah saw Joshua Israel’s High Priest standing before the angel of the LORD, as in Exodus 23:20, and Satan standing at Joshua’s right hand to resist him or to accuse him. Satan resisted or accused Joshua, who represented the nation of Israel here. The accusations were accurate, because Joshua stood in filthy garments or sins. Yet God Almighty revealed his mercy, stating that he chose to save his people anyway. So whatever accusations the adversary had spoken against Joshua are abrogated by the double rebukes of the “LORD who has chosen Jerusalem.”
The seemingly rhetorical question: “Is not this man a brand snatched from the fire?” referred to Joshua as he represents the entire community, the nation of Israel. Here their communal deliverance from exile is implied. Note where Joshua and his people stood in their filthy garments; they stood before the angel of the LORD. The position of Joshua before the angel of the LORD in the “filthy garments” that Joshua wears is associated with the fire imagery of the Exile experience. The garments symbolize mourning and the guilt associated with living in Babylon.We would now read of the judgment rendered by the angel of LORD.
The authoritative angel of the LORD directs the angels of the council to reclothe Joshua with a “Festal garments” and a “clean mitre” to replace the filthy garments (Leviticus 8:1-9). The ritual dressing indicates garb of the High Priest, a figurative context of acceptance in the court (Isaiah 62:3; Job 29:14). The ritual activity symbolizes the judgment of the angel of the LORD: “See I have taken away your guilt” “Guilt” represents the association of Joshua with the land of Babylon as well as the transgressions of the temple community, of which he is the religious leader (Exodus 23:20; 28:36-38; Numbers 18:1). To function as High Priest, the ritual activity was necessary. The temple sacrificial ritual for purification is not available, signifying that the angel of the LORD himself shall be the only sacrifice for sin at the time of the fulfillment of the prophecies (Hebrews 10:4-24).
Now, if the filthy garments have been removed from the High Priest and his people at the directive of the angel of the Lord who has the name of God Almighty in Him, why do those who call themselves Jews today still put on filthy garments of morning? It is simply because their sins are not removed until they have come home to the Father through Jesus Christ, the “Branch,” they will continue in their filthy garments. As in the story of the prodigal son, the rebellious and stiff-necked son wanted to be free to live as he pleased, and he had to hit bottom before he “came to himself”. It often takes great sorrow and tragedy to cause people to look to the only person who can help them (Luke 15:11-24; Hebrews 10:28-31).

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zEx8gDKjztI
6-10. Here Joshua and his people are presented with a challenge and two prophecies of assurance which interpret the fourth vision. Each is prefaced in a prophetic formula: “says the LORD of Hosts, and each proclamation is directed to Joshua the High Priest by the authoritative angel of the LORD. The challenge is made as follows: “If you will walk in my ways and heed my charge, then thou shall also judge my house, and shall also keep my courts, and I will give thee places to walk among these that stand.” The first condition refers to moral integrity (Deuteronomy 8:6), while the second condition is an unconditional blessing for Joshua and his associates the temple priests.
The Greek name for Joshua is Jesus, meaning “The LORD saves.” This Joshua should not be confused with the warrior of the book of Joshua. However, both the warrior Joshua and the High priest Joshua have been seen as symbols of Jesus the Messiah and our Everlasting High Priest. There was no priesthood during the exile, so it had to be reinstated upon the return to the land of Israel. In this vision, Joshua was installed as High Priest. 
One of the High Priest’s duties was to offer a sacrifice on the Day of Atonement to make amends for all the sins of the people. The priest was the mediator between God Almighty and the nation. Thus, he represented the coming Messiah (Isaiah 11:1, who would change the entire order of God Almighty dealings with people’s sin as explained in Hebrews 10:8-14.  Jesus the Messiah, was the High Priest who offered, once and for all, the sacrifice of himself to take away our sins as God Almighty promised through Abraham (Genesis 22:8-18). In his new order, every born again Christian is a priest offering a holy, cleansed life to God Almighty (1 Peter 2:9; Revelation 5:10).

The “Branch” imagery was a traditional one for a just ruler (Jeremiah 23:5; Isaiah 11:1), and refers to Jesus Christ the Messiah. As the promises made to David often slide insensibly into promises of the Messiah, whose kingdom David’s was a type of, so the promises here made to Joshua immediately rise as far upward, and look as far forward, as to Jesus Christ, whose priesthood Joshua’s was now a shadow of, not only in general, as it kept up the line of Aaron’s priesthood, but especially as it was the reviving of that happy method of correspondence between heaven and earth, to which a great interruption had been given by the iniquity and captivity of Israel. Jesus Christ is a high priest, as Joshua was, for sinners and sufferers, to mediate for those that have been under guilt and wrath. And it was fit that Joshua should understand the priesthood of Christ, because all the virtue of his priesthood, its value and usefulness to the church, depended upon and was derived from the priesthood of Jesus Christ. 
To whom this promise of Jesus Christ is directed: "Hear now, O Joshua! Thou hast heard with pleasure what belongs to thyself; but, behold, a greater than Joshua is at hand. Hear now concerning him, thou and the rest of the priests, thy fellows, who sit before thee, at thy feet, as learners, but whom thou art to look upon as thy fellows, for all you are brethren. Let the high priest, and all the inferior priests, take notice of this, for they are men wondered at.’’ They are set for signs, for types and figures of Jesus Christ’s priesthood. What God Almighty now did for Joshua and his fellows was a happy omen or assurance of the coming of the Messiah promised, and would be so interpreted, with a pleasing wonder, by all that had understanding of the times. 

Jesus Christ is not only the branch, which is the beginning of a tree, but the foundation, which is the beginning of a building; and, when he shall be brought forth, seven eyes shall be upon him. The eye of his Father was upon him, to take care of him, and protect him, especially in his sufferings; when he was buried in the grave, as the foundation-stones are under ground, the eyes of Heaven were still upon him, buried out of men’s sight, but not out of God Almighty’s. The eyes of all the prophets and Old-Testament saints were upon this one stone; Abraham rejoiced to see Christ’s day, and he saw it and was glad. The eyes of all believers are upon him; they look unto him and are saved, as the eyes of the stung Israelites were upon the brazen serpent. We understand this one stone to have the seven eyes in it as the wheels had in Ezekiel’s vision, and it denotes that perfection of wisdom and knowledge which Jesus Christ was endued with, for the good of his Church. His eyes run to and fro through the earth. 

These prophesy were fulfilled hundreds of years later by Jesus Christ. God Almighty said “I will remove your iniquity not cover it as in the old, of that land in one day, and that one day was fulfilled in Jesus Christ who “hath suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God Almighty” (1 Peter 3:18). This completes the process that the angel of the LORD started by removing Joshua’s guilt. Now God Almighty’s initiative cleanses the land. The challenge and the prophecy of the Lord’s assurance were complete. ”On that day” identifies a future possibility wherein the people will be at home and extend hospitality to one another. 

My friends, anyone who tells you that you can remove your sins by your own effort through works is a liar. You must allow God Almighty to remove them through Jesus Christ.
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