Sabbath Day Sermon of January 21, 2017.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Those Who will Sit with Abraham

Matthew Chapter 8

In this chapter, the Scripture presents Jesus Christ as Savior, and his credentials we see everywhere in the Scriptures are his miracles. The miracles testify to his person and his office. The scope of his miracles shows the magnitude as well as the breadth of his power. He is the master over decease; the master over nature; the master over death (John 11:13, 43-44; Isaiah 66:24); the master over devils or demons (Mark 5:12,13). In verse 2 of this chapter, we read of the leper worshipping him, saying, “Lord if thou wilt, canst make me clean.” Of course, Jesus is always willing to heal everyone that believed or will believe. This man had leprosy, like the AIDs of our time, a terrifying disease because there was no known cure. 
In Jesus day, if you had leprosy or AIDS-like diseases you are banished from society because it was a contagious type of disease. Yet when this leper pleaded with Jesus to heal him, Jesus touched him, even though his skin was covered with the dread disease. The sins of the world are also incurable diseases only Jesus can cure. My friends, Only Jesus’ healing touch can miraculously take away your sins and restore you to real living. If you ask, “What must I do to be healed of my leprosy or sin?” First, just like the leper, you must realize your inability to cure yourself and ask for Jesus Christ’s saving help.
5-16. The centurion was a Gentile, yet he had faith in Jesus Christ. The clinching word was this “As thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee.” The servant was healed immediately. He could have let many obstacles stand between him and Jesus: pride, doubt, money, language, distance, time, self-sufficiency, power, nationality. But he didn’t. If he had let these barriers block his approach to Jesus, his servant would not have been healed.  My friends, you must know what is keeping you from accepting Jesus Christ today. If it is one of those things listed here that is keeping you from Jesus, please know that your life is worth a lot more to God Almighty than any one of those things. Call to Jesus today, and he will save you, and give you eternal life. 

If you ask, “What if I am held back by all or one of those things that is on the list, will Jesus still accept me if ask him?” Yes, if you will sincerely do so he will help you do better in everything you do. For example, in verse 8 we read that the Centurion was a career military officer in the Roman army with control over 100 soldiers. Roman soldiers of all people were hated by the Judeans for their oppression, control, and ridicule. Yet this man’s genuine faith amazed Jesus. This hated Gentile’s faith put to shame the stagnant piety of many of the Judaean religious leaders. Jesus says, “For no one can come to me except my Father in heaven brings him or her to me.”  Therefore, “Many shall come from the east and west and shall sit with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the Kingdom of heaven. But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness, there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
The east and west stand for the four corners of the earth. All the faithful people of God Almighty shall be gathered to sit and feast with the Messiah (Isaiah 25:6; 55). The Judaeans who knew the Word of God must have known that the Messiah’s blessing would be for the Gentiles too (Isaiah 66:12, 19). But this message came as a shock to those Judaeans who did not know the Word but were too wrapped up in their own affairs and destiny. 
The Pharisees knew the truth but were determined in their rebellion to keep God’s truth away from not only their own people but definitely from the Gentiles. Today the imposters of the Old Israel, on this matter are following the path of the people they have self-styled themselves took; imposing different religious laws and guidelines against God’s Laws (Exodus 12:48-50). We read in Exodus chapter 12:51, that not until the children of Israel had agreed to obey the command not to discriminate against anyone who desired to sojourn in the worship of God Almighty did the Lord bring them out of the land of Egypt. The lesson here is when claiming God Almighty’s promises, we must not apply them so personally that we forget to see what God Almighty wants to do in the lives of other people he loves. 
God Almighty’s message through his prophets and his Son Jesus Christ is for everyone. The Old Testament prophets knew this, (Isaiah 56:3, 6-8; 66:12, 19; Malachi 1:11), but the Pharisees and the New Testament Judaean leaders chose to ignore it. What it comes down to is this, that each individual has to choose to accept or reject the Gospel, and no one can become part of God Almighty’s Kingdom on the basis of heritage or connections. Having a Christian or Israelite family is a wonderful blessing, but it won’t guarantee you eternal life. Every one of us must believe in carrying your cross and following Jesus Christ (Isaiah 11:10).
The healing of Peter’s mother and her action after receiving her healing is the good example we should all follow in our walk with Jesus Christ. We observed here that immediately she was healed, she went about servicing Jesus and his disciples. If you have received help from God Almighty in any way, and if you ask, “How can I express my thanks to Him?” My friend, God has promised us all the rewards of his Kingdom, you should look for ways to serve him and his followers, by propagating the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

17-19. Healing is included in the work of Jesus Christ as redeemer; indeed, everything the Christian has is to be found in Jesus Christ’s redemption. Some have said that it does not follow that we are sick because we sin. Nor does it follow that God intends to heal every sick person and remove every malady. Yes, sometimes we contract a disease and are sick because we have sinned. But the fact that God heals today cannot be denied. Certainly, prayer is effective, and while some think the gift of healing is not given today. It can not be simply ruled out. Therefore, what Jesus said to the centurion two thousand years ago, he says to you today “As thou hast believed so be it unto you.” In other words, as the Centurion believed even before he asked, so must everyone that would receive from the Father what they ask of him. You must believe to have received what you asked, and so you shall receive it.
20-21. Son of man, Jesus refers to himself as the Son of Man more than eighty times in his Gospels. The term Son of Man describes his office as the Messiah even though he avoided the word “Messiah” because the people of his day and even in our day attached to it connotations that were improper. The people in Jesus day thought of the Messiah as an irresistible military conqueror who would smite Rome and restore the political empire of King David. In its messianic connotation, the term was first used in Daniel 7:13, where it was applied to a heavenly figure whose everlasting rulership over all is given to Him by the Ancient of days. The revelation was given to Daniel of Jesus ascension after his death and resurrection from the dead several hundred of years before the actual events. Jesus gave the title its full messianic and redemptive significance. 
Unfortunately, the house of Israel that Jesus was sent, did not accept him, because they did not realize that Rome’s presence in Israel at the time was God’s Judgment which was intended to persuade them to repent of their rebellion and return to him through His Son Jesus who was there at the right time, and then will Rome the oppressor go away. But because of the people lacked the knowledge of the Scriptures, coupled with their rebellion against the truths of God Almighty, they failed to realize that the Messiah they were waiting for, had come and gone as prophesied (Daniel 9:26). The gentile imposters of the old Israel of our time, have also followed the same path the old Israel followed and are preparing to create their own messiah in our time, by rebuilding the temple and restarting the animal sacrifices that was done away with by the coming of Jesus Christ and his death on the Cross which was the plan of God Almighty to remove the sin of the whole world, which Jesus finished when he rose from the death (John 3:16; Hebrew 10:12-18).
21-25. The command to follow me should take precedence over all else in your life as a true Christian. The disciple was not probably asking for permission to go to his father’s funeral, but rather to put off following Jesus until his elderly father died. Maybe for what people might say, that he did not care that his father was dying, instead he followed an itinerant preacher. Did you notice that whatever the disciple’s concern was, Jesus would not accept his excuse? Jesus as always, was direct with him as he is with his followers. He makes sure they counted the cost and set aside any conditions they might have for following him. Jesus demands absolute loyalty from his Children for his Kingdom’s sakes. What does this mean? “It means that every family loyalty must not take priority over the demands of obedience to God Almighty’s work (Matthew 10:37-39). Your decision to obey Jesus Christ must not be put off even though other loyalties compete for your attention. Nothing should be placed above a total commitment to living for Jesus Christ (Luke 14:33-35).

23-25. “And he entered the boat and his disciples followed him. Jesus here probably pretended to be asleep to see what his disciples will do in times of trouble in his absence. Just like a teacher administering a test; the test came in the form of a life-threatening storm, but his disciples could not do what Jesus had taught them: “That in the name of Jesus every knee must bow.” All they needed to do was to call the name of Jesus, and the storm would have ceased. Although Jesus disciples had witnessed many miracles, they panicked in this storm. The lesson here is to always wake up the Jesus in you and learn to call his name for help when in need, for his power that calmed the storm is always with you to help you deal with the problems you face. Jesus is always willing to help if you will only ask him. For no reason whatsoever should you discount his power to help you?
26-33. Even devils which are demons know that Jesus is the Son of God Almighty, yet they hate him because they are fallen and have been condemned to go where no creature can be saved. But the Catholic pope is waiting for a day when he will baptize these demons he calls aliens. He pretends not to know that it was the demons that had baptized him into the works of Lucifer he has been doing for the New World Order, which is the antichrist world order.
The demon who was the spokesperson for the demons who called Jesus the Son of God, defiantly said he and his legion of demons wanted nothing to do with the Savior. The demon also spoke a word of dread and fear. The demon asked, “Art thou come hither to torment us before the time? This demon knew what many unbelievers or those who would not believe in Jesus do not know. The devils showed they knew their ultimate fate, which is the Lake of Fire.  There is a time when the wicked will be tormented in hell where there is no death to die for everything and for everyone that will choose to go there (Mark 9:44). The demon wanted to avoid that time as long as possible. So long the return of Jesus is delayed by the Church inactivity in the Kingdom work, it is a fun time for the demons as they are having fun inhabiting people and using them for their evil works. If you do not have Jesus, could you imagine what you have? Since there is no neutrality in the spirit world, anyone who does not have Jesus as the Lord and Savior certainly has the demons guiding him or her.
If you ever wondered what the devils do in people’s body, well when the devils entered the pigs, they drove the animals into the sea. This devil’s action proves their destructive intent, that is, if they could destroy people, they would destroy the pigs. Jesus action, by contrast, was to show the value he has as the Son of God Almighty places on each human life.
34. If you ask, “Why would some people warn you about swearing at them because you mentioned the name of Jesus?” It is the same in the secret societies where the mention of the name of Jesus is not allowed? It is for the same reason that the people of Gergesenes had asked Jesus to leave their coast after they saw what happened to the pigs. The answer is that, unlike their own pagan demon gods, which are also the demon gods of Freemasonry and other secret societies today, Jesus could not be contained, controlled, or appeased. Just as the Freemasons and the secret societies of our day, the Gergesenes feared Jesus supernatural power, a power they had never before witnessed. Ex-secret society members tell us that whenever the name of Jesus was mistakenly mentioned in their hell like meetings satan will scream in pain, and will sometimes fall to the ground. Now you know that wherever the name of Jesus is not allowed to be spoken, it is satan’s dwelling place, and you must separate yourself from such places (2 Corinthians 6:14-18).
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