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By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Judgment of the Mystery Babylon
Isaiah Chapter 46

In this chapter of the prophecies of Isaiah, the LORD describes the activities surrounding the worship of pagan gods of the Mystery Babylon. Bel and Nebo are gods of Babylon. Marduk or Bel was and is still the patron idol of Mystery Babylon and is worshipped around the world today by many “froward” organizations in many nations, that is, those that are habitually disposed to disobedience and opposition to the true Gospel message of the LORD Jesus Christ. These would when it serves their evil purposes, will also claim to be Christian, purposefully, to deceive the unwise. These are not of the true Congregation of the LORD Jesus Christ, but in plain sight are staunch enemies of the true family of God Almighty. 

Bel was and is still the chief demon idol god of the Mystery Babylon. Nebo was and is still the demon god of the royal families and the ruling class in our time. These “demon gods” however, needed people to carry them around and could not even save themselves from being taken into captivity, as Cyrus army advanced. They had no power at all. In contrast to gods who must be hauled around by people, our God created us and cares for us. His love is so enduring that he will care for us throughout our lifetime and even through death. From birth to old age those who trust in the LORD will be preserved, not their own power, but by the grace of the all-powerful God Almighty.

Is it not strange that the idols that people make are fixed in their places and cannot move except they are carried by their worshippers? Meanwhile, the idolaters refuse to bow before the true God Almighty, who is Omnipresent and who does not need to be carried on the shoulders of those who trust in him? God Almighty wants us to understand that the false gods will certainly fail their worshippers when they have most need of them, that is, in times of trouble and need. Whereas God Almighty says if His people will call Him in times of trouble, He will answer.  Hence, the praise song, “Call upon me in the time of trouble, I will answer you.”
Bel and Nebo were two celebrated idols of Babylon. It was Belus, one of their first kings, who after his death was deified. As Bel was a deified prince, so Nebo was a deified false prophet, for so Nebo signifies. Bel and Nebo were their Jupiter and their Mercury or Apollo. Barnabas and Paul passed at Lystra for Jupiter and Mercury (Acts 14:8-20). The names of these idols were taken into the names of their princes, Bel into Belshazzar’s, Nebo into Nebuchadnezzar’s and Nebuzaradan’s, etc. These gods they had long worshipped, and in their revels praised them for their successes as we read in Daniel 5: 4. Today the feet of Jupiter Catholicized as Peter are being kissed at the Vatican, supposedly a Christian church.
The prophets of Bel and Nebo insulted or rather abused the Israelites as if Bel and Nebo were too hard for Jehovah and could detain them in captivity in defiance of their God Almighty. But God Almighty here tells His people what shall become of these idols, with which they threaten them. When Cyrus takes Babylon, down will the idols go. It was usual then with conquerors to destroy the gods of the places and people they conquered, and or to put the captured gods in the same room with their gods(Isaiah 37:19; 1 Samuel 5:1-7). 

Cyrus will do so; and then Bel and Nebo, that was set up on high, and looked great, bold, and erect, shall stoop and bow down at the feet of the soldiers that plunder their temples. And because there is a great deal of gold and silver upon them, which was intended to adorn them, but serves to expose them, they will carry them away with the rest of the spoil. The carriers’ horses, or mules, are laden with them and their other idols, to be sent among other lumber for so it seems they accounted them rather than treasure into Persia. 

These idol demon gods, so far are not able to defend and support their worshippers that themselves have become a heavy load in the wagons, and a burden to the weary beast. The idols cannot help one another: “They stoop, they bow down together.” They are all alike, tottering things, and the day of their fall has come. Their worshippers cannot help them: They could not deliver the burden out of the enemy’s hand, but themselves, both the idols and the idolaters have gone into captivity. Let not, therefore, God Almighty’s people be afraid of the idols or those who worship them.

8-11. Israel was tempted to waver between the LORD God Almighty and heathenism, just as it is with many who call themselves Christians today who celebrate pagan holidays. Prophet Isaiah affirms the sole lordship of God Almighty. God Almighty reminds the reader that it is not in the power of any creature to control Him. God Almighty is omnipotent and what he chooses to do will be done according to the divine purpose. If this were not true, then He would not be God Almighty.

God Almighty is unique in his knowledge and in his control of the future. His consistent purpose is to carry out what he has planned. The gods of Babylon are being carried on pack animals inflight from the fallen city. By contrast, God Almighty has carried us from birth. Once again, the release from our sin is the evidence that God Almighty has power over and above all things, while Mystery Babylon gods are no more than their wooden statues. The warning to the rebels, both Israelite and Gentile, is reminiscent of Psalm 2. God Almighty is established on Mount Zion, from there God Almighty summons Cyrus from a far land.


God Almighty by his counsel calls a ravenous bird from the east, a bird of prey, Cyrus, who they say had a nose like the beak of a hawk or eagle, to which we think this alludes, or to the eagle which was his standard, as it was afterward that of the Romans, to which there is supposed to be a reference (Matthew 24:28). Cyrus came from the east at God Almighty’s call: for God Almighty is Lord of hosts and of those that have hosted at command. And, if God gives any person a call, He will give him or her success. Cyrus is the man that shall execute God Almighty’s counsel, though he comes from a far country and knows nothing of the matter. 

We note that even those that know not, and mind not, God Almighty’s revealed will are made and used to fulfill the counsels of his will, which shall all be punctually accomplished in their season by what hand he pleases. This is so accomplished, purposefully, to ratify this particular prophecy, and to abundantly show to the heirs of promise the immutability of God Almighty’s counsel: "I have spoken of it by my servants the prophets, and what I have spoken is just the same with what I have purposed’’ (Isaiah 46:11; 14:24, 27; Jeremiah 4:28). The former things are the events by which God Almighty was established on Zion (Exodus 15) and which are now being reenacted in the return of His people from Exile. In other words, Cyrus would carry out God Almighty’s judgment against Mystery Babylon as history has shown.

God Almighty speaks of a future deliverance when we will all live with Him in perfect peace. God Almighty offers not only this future hope but also help for our present needs. My friends, His righteousness is near you, and you do not have to wait for his salvation; accept it today by calling Jesus Christ to save you. If you will call upon Him today, He will forgive and take away your sins and give you eternal life.
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