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The Fourth and the Fifth Miracles of Jesus – Part 1
John Chapter 6

John in this chapter carefully refrains from simply repeating what the other three Gospels tell us. The feeding of the five thousand is the only miracle recorded in all four Gospels. He probably wrote about this because it provided a necessary backup for what follows. When Jesus asked Philip where they could buy a great amount of bread, Philip started assessing the probable cost. Two hundred pennyworth, being a full day’s wage was Philip’s estimate. Jesus wanted to teach him that financial resources are not the most important ones. We can limit what God does in us by assuming what is and not possible. Is there some impossible task you feel God wants you to do? Do not let your estimate of what can not be done keep you from taking on the task. God can do the miracles; trust him to provide the resources.
7-14. The disciples are contrasted with the youngster who brought what he had. They certainly had more resources that he did, but they knew they did not have enough, so they did not give anything at all. The boy gave what little he had, and it made all the difference. Thus, “forbid not the children to come unto me, because theirs in the Kingdom of Heaven.” If we offer nothing to God, he will have nothing to use. But he can take what little we have and turn it into something great. Jesus in performing his miracles usually preferred to work through people. Here he took what a young child offered and used it to accomplish one of the most spectacular miracles recorded in the Gospels. Age is no barrier to Jesus Christ. We must never feel we are too young or too old to be of service to him.

On seeing this miracle of Jesus the people remembered the admonition of Moses as recorded in Deuteronomy 18:15, 18, and they proclaimed saying “That prophet” is the one prophesied by Moses. They said, “This is of a truth that prophet.” Even the vulgar Jews with great assurance expected the Messiah to come into the world, and to be a great prophet. They speak here with assurance of his coming. The Pharisees despised them as not knowing the law; but, it should seem, they knew more of him that he is the end of the law than the Pharisees did. The miracles which Jesus Christ wrought did clearly demonstrate that he was the Messiah promised, a teacher come from God, the great prophet, and could not but convince the amazed spectators that this was he that should come. 
There were many who were convinced he was that prophet that should come into the world who yet did not cordially receive his doctrine, for they did not continue in it. Such a wretched incoherence and inconsistency there is between the faculties of the corrupt unsanctified soul, that it is possible for men to acknowledge that Jesus Christ is that prophet, and yet to turn a deaf ear to him. So if the ordinary people in Israel identified Jesus as the Messiah, why do most people assume the Jewish religious leaders did not know Jesus was the Messiah? The religious leaders pretended not to know who he was, purposefully, so they may continue to command the respect of the people they were deceiving and living off their wealth. So “Who is this prophet?” Stephen used this verse to support his claim that Jesus Christ is God’s Son, the Messiah (Acts 7:37). The coming of Jesus Christ to earth was not an afterthought, but part of God’s original plan (Isa. 53).  
12-14. Gather up the fragments that remain. What lesson should we learn in the leftovers?
If Jesus who supplied this large amount of food was concerned that what was left be gathered up and used for human consumption, how much more should Christians be careful not to be wasteful? Multitudes could be fed by the food thrown away in a prodigal society. “Waste not, want not” is a good maxim.  It is true God gives in abundance. He takes whatever we can offer him in time, ability, or resources, and multiplies its effectiveness beyond our wildest expectations. If we take the first step in making ourselves available to him, he will show us how greatly we can be used to advance the work of his Kingdom.
15-20. These now well-fed people would forcibly make Jesus king. Then they would not have to work by the sweat of their brows to get food. Their carnality was the impetus of this notion, plus their desire to be delivered from the yoke of the Roman oppressor. It was revolutionary zeal that prompted this effort. And they would do it whether Jesus wanted to be king or not. In his humanity and self-denial, he squelched their designs; he withdrew to be by himself.
21-26. Here we read about Jesus disciples’ distress at sea. When even was come, and they had done their day’s work, it was time to look homeward, and therefore they went aboard, and set sail for Capernaum. This they did by particular direction from their Master, with design as it should seem to get them out of the way of the temptation of countenancing those that would have made him a king. Here is the stormy wind arising and fulfilling the word of God. They were Jesus’ disciples, and were now in the way of their duty, and Jesus was now in the mount praying for them; and yet they were in this distress. The perils and afflictions of this present time may very well consist with our interest in Jesus and his intercession. They had lately been feasted at Jesus’ table; but after the sun-shine of comfort expect a storm. It was now dark; this made the storm the more dangerous and uncomfortable. Sometimes the people of God are in trouble, and cannot see their way out; in the dark concerning the cause of their trouble, concerning the design and tendency of it, and what the issue will be.  Jesus was not come to them. When they were in that storm (Matt. 8:23) Jesus was with them; but now their beloved had withdrawn himself, and was gone. The absence of Jesus is the great aggravation of the troubles of Christians.
Though in a storm, and in the dark, Believers are no worse off than Jesus’ disciples were. Clouds and darkness sometimes surround the children of the light, and of the day. Here is Jesus’ seasonable approach to them when they were in this peril. They had rowed being forced by the contrary winds to betake themselves to their oars about twenty-five or thirty furlongs. The Holy Spirit that indicted this could have ascertained the number of furlongs precisely, and, when they were gone out a good way at sea, they see Jesus walking on the sea. Here the power Jesus Christ has over the laws and customs of nature, to control and dispense with them at his pleasure. It is natural for heavy bodies to sink in water, but Jesus walked upon the water as upon dry land, which was more than Moses’ dividing the water and walking on the dry shod. Due to the concern Jesus has for his disciples in distress: He drew near to the ship; for therefore he walked upon the water, as he rides upon the heavens, for the help of his people, (Deut. 33:26).  He will never leave his people comfortless, especially when they seem to be tossed with tempests and not comforted. When they are banished as John was exiled to Patmos, or shut up as Paul and Silas were, he will find access to them, and will be near them to give his people relief in their fears. But then they willingly received him into the ship; and immediately the ship was at the land whither they went. When we willingly received Jesus into our lives, then not only would we be able to navigate safely over the high stormy seas of life, but our troubles and our search for the meaning of life will immediately come to an end.
27-34. Labor not for the meat that perishes, that is, do not make the concerns of this present life your chief care and pursuit. Rather, they are to labor for the meal that has to do with the soul. Jesus takes their concern for the bodily aspect of life and turns their attention to the spiritual side of life, that is, the necessity to care for the soul, which does not perish as the body does. Many people use religion to gain prestige, comfort, or even votes. But those are self-centered motives. True believers follow Jesus simply because they know his way is the way to live.
Jesus had just fed five thousand people. Following this event he spoke to the people about the food that endures to eternal life. They asked him for a sign that they might believe. They did not realize that we see after we believe, not before. The people reversed the divine order. They wanted to see first and then believe. This is indicative of the old problem of faith and reason. Faith precedes reason. And faith makes us reason correctly. Many sincere seekers for God are some times puzzled about what he wants them to do. The religions of the world are mankind’s attempt to answer this question. But Jesus’ reply is brief and simple. We must believe on him whom God has sent. Satisfying God does not come from the work we do, but from whom we believe. The first step is accepting that Jesus is who he claims to be. All spiritual development is built on this affirmation. Declare in prayer to Jesus. “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And embark on a life of belief that is satisfying to your creator.
35-41.  Bread is not a type of Jesus Christ, but it is used figuratively to illustrate that he is life to the believer as bread is to physical life. I am the bread of life is to be taken not more literally than the words “I am the door.” or “I am the vine.” Jesus is not bread, nor a door, nor a vine. It is true, however, that whoever comes to Jesus as the bread of life will find his spiritual hunger cared for and his heart’s needs fully met. In other words, we can satisfy spiritual hunger and sustain spiritual life only by a right relationship with Jesus Christ. No wonder he called himself the Bread of life. But bread must be eaten to give life, and Jesus must be invited into our daily walk to give spiritual life.
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