Sabbath Day Sermon of January 18, 2014
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Why God Would Drive A People Away from Their Land?
Has God Told Us What If We Do Them Will Destroy Us?
Leviticus Chapters 19 and 20

God here in these chapters speaks to Moses instructing him to tell the Hebrew Israelites, which commands of course, goes for everyone who would obey God’s Word in all nations, saying, “Ye shall be holy: for I the LORD your God am Holy. Each of you must respect his mother and father, and you must observe my Sabbaths (Leviticus 23). I am the LORD your God. None of you should turn to idols or make gods of cast metal, wood or stone for yourselves. I am the LORD your God. When you sacrifice a worship offering to the LORD, sacrifice it in such a way that it will be accepted on your behalf. 
In Old Testament times, animal sacrifice was offered for the covering of sin, because Jesus had not come. Their imperfection lay in three things: (1) Their nature, they were but external and carnal meats and drinks, and divers washings. All these were bodily exercises, which profit little; they could only satisfy the flesh, or at best sanctify to the purifying of the flesh. (2) They were not such as were left indifferent to them to use or disuse, but they were imposed upon them by grievous corporal punishments, and this was ordered on purpose to make them look more to the promised Seed, and long more for him. (3) These were never designed for a perpetuity, but only to continue till the time of reformation, till the better things provided for them were actually bestowed upon them. 
But Jesus having come a high priest of good things to come, a greater and more perfect tabernacles, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building, neither by the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctified to the purifying of the flesh (Hebrews 9:11-12), shed his own blood for us, his sacrifice is infinitely greater than any Old Testament offering.  
All the good things that were to come during the Old Testament and now have come under the New.  All the spiritual and eternal blessings the Old-Testament saints had in their day and under their dispensation were owing to the Messiah to come, on whom they believed. The Old Testament set forth in shadows what was to come; the New Testament is the accomplishment of the Old. The new system cancels out the first in favor of a far better one meant doing away with the system of animal sacrifices contained in the ceremonial law for sin. It did not eliminate God’s moral law the Ten Commandments, and no one should touch it or change it, the reason it was put inside the Ark (Deuteronomy 31:9, 25, 26).
When the people sacrificed animals, God regarded their faith and obedience, covered the people’s sin, and made them ceremonially acceptable according to Old Testament Law. But Jesus Christ’s sacrifice transforms our lives and hearts and makes up clean on the inside by taking them away and to be remembered no more. His sacrifice is infinitely more effective than animal sacrifices. The animal sacrifices could not take away sin, they provided only a temporary way to deal with sin until Jesus came to deal with it permanently.
It is clear from this and other Scriptures that there never would be a time when there were no poor. God instructed the Hebrews to provide for those in need. Therefore, works of piety must be accomplished by works of charity. Standing grain was to be left in a corner of the field for the poor and the sojourner. The Israelites doctors concluded that this meant a sixtieth part of the field. Successful farmers should be happy to see the poor helped from the fruit of their labors. But does not seem to be the case in our societies today, as the decay of morality increase. 
Harvest time was particularly the right time for charity, amidst the rejoicing of the reaping of the harvest. It is easy to ignore the poor or forget about those who have less than we do. But God desires generosity. As God had blessed the product of the fields, so the reaper should bless the poor by sharing. Thus the farmer rejoiced when he shared and the poor rejoice with him for his charity. Have you ever given it a thought, in what ways can you leave “the corners of your fields for those in need?
Justice set under the guidelines of the Word of God shall not favor a person because of his situation in life. “Judges who presided under these guidelines were obliged by this to be so impartial as not to let one of the contending parties sit while the other stood, nor permit one to say what he pleased and bid the other be short.”
18. “Thou shalt not.” Some have said that the Bible is nothing but a book of don’ts But the two tables of the law has been neatly summarized to two general commandments by Jesus Christ, when he said to love God with all your heart, and your neighbor as yourself (Matthew 19:19; Luke 10:27). He called these the greatest commandments of all (Matthew 22:34-40). By carrying out Jesus’ simple commands, we find ourselves following all of God’s other laws as well.  The atonement for guilt was followed by the forgiveness of the sin. Sacrifices which do not relieve the sinner of his guilt would be useless. God’s grace includes forgiveness when atonement is made.

Eating blood as the heathen did, asking counsel of the devil through enchantment and divination, or cutting the edges of the beard and defacing oneself for the dead were and still are heathen practices inconsonant with the worship of the true God. The Hebrew community was told again and again to refrain from incorporating pagan practices and ideas into its culture. Christians are to refrain from these practices even from their festivals: Christmas, Easter, Halloween, etc. Today we have so many of these pagan customs planted in many places and in some churches. God says, do not celebrate them because you will be dishonoring me and defiling yourself.
What is implied here and forbidden was the practice of temple prostitution, common to the pagan idolatrous worship on the grounds that it please the spirits they worshipped. “Lest the land become full of wickedness.”  Dishonoring God’ in the temple would lead to dishonoring God and themselves in their daily living. Neighborly love was not limited to relationships between Hebrew Israelites alone. It is here extended to strangers. The Good Samaritan story of Jesus Christ demonstrates this. Whoever shortchanged anyone was guilty of stealing. Honest weights and measures should be the rule of thumb.
People often find it easy to dismiss the opinions of the elderly and avoid taking time to visit them. But the fact that God commanded the Israelites to honor the elderly shows how seriously we should take the responsibility of respecting those older than we. Their wisdom gained from experience can save us from many pitfalls.  As a true Christian, how do you feel when you encounter foreigners, especially those who do not speak your language? Are you tempted to take advantage of them? God says to treat foreigners as you would treat a fellow countryman or woman, to love them as you love yourself. In reality, we are all foreigners in this world because it is only our temporary home. View strangers, newcomers, and foreigners as opportunities to demonstrate God’s love.

“Whoever of the children of Israel or sojourner among them that gives his or her child to Molech; he or she should be given the death penalty.” Sacrificing children to the gods was a common practice in heathen religions. The Ammorites, Israel’s neighbors made child sacrifice to Molech their national god a vital part of their religion. They saw this as the greatest gift they could offer to ward off evil or appease angry gods. God made it clear that this practice was detestable and strictly forbidden. Therefore, whoever closed his or her eyes to the idolatrous practices of a neighbor was guilty as an accessory after the fact, even though not a party to the transgression itself. In Old Testament times as well as in the New, God’s character made human sacrifice unthinkable. Unlike the heathen gods, he is a God of love, who does not need to be appeased (Exodus 34:6); He is a God of life, who prohibits murder and encourages practices that lead to health and happiness (Deuteronomy 30:15, 16); he is God of the helpless, who shows special concern for children (Psalm 72:4); He is a God of unselfishness, who instead of demanding blood gives his life for others (Isaiah 53:4, 5). So also, “if magistrates will not do justice upon offenders, God will do justice upon them who sin by winking at the sin.
No doubt everyone is interested in what the future holds, and we often look to others for guidance. But God warned about looking to the occult for guidance. Mediums and wizards were and are still outlawed because God was and is not the source of their information. At best, occult practitioners are fakes whose predictions cannot be trusted. At worst they are in contact with evil spirits and are thus extremely dangerous. My friends you do not need to look to the occult for information about the future. God has given us the Bible so that we may obtain all the information we need and the Bible’s teaching is trustworthy.
The death penalty for adultery was the same penalty for homosexual offenders. Despite present-day latitude, adultery, incest homosexual and lesbian sexual relations, and coitus with animals are here and everywhere forbidden in the Scriptures. They were capital crimes punishable by death. These crimes against God and nature were prevalent among the heathen, they were also practiced among apostate Israelites, to some extent. There is nothing in the Scriptures to warrant the opinion that these illicit relationships are to be regarded as normal then, now, or ever. They are prohibited by the eternal moral law of God. 

God has no tolerance for such acts for the following reasons: They shatter the mutual commitment of married couples; they destroy the sanctity of the family; they twist people’s mental well-being, and they spread disease. Sexual sin has always been widely available, but the glorification of sex between people who are not married to each other often hides deep tragedy and hurt behind the scenes. At worst, it is worship to Satan, and provides the children sacrifices offered in the abortion chambers of many countries under the guidelines of the United Nations.   When society portrays social sins as attractive, it is easy to forget the dark side. God had good reasons for prohibiting sexual sins: he loves us and wants us to be happy.
The detestable acts listed in Leviticus 20:9-21, were very common in the heathen nations of Canaan, and in our world today; their religions were rampant with six goddesses, temples prostitution, and other gross sins. The Canaanites’ immoral religious practices reflected a decadent culture that tended to corrupt whoever came in contact with it, the “Mystery Babylon” religion. By contrast, God was building a nation to make a positive influence on the world. He did not want the Hebrews Israelites to adopt the Canaanites’ practices and slide into debauchery. So God prepared the people for what they would face in the Promised Land and commanding them to steer clear of sexual sins.
God gave lots of rules to his people, but not without reason. He did not withhold good from them, he only prohibited those acts that would bring them to ruin. All of us understand God’s physical laws of nature. For example, jumping off a 10 story building means death because of the law of gravity. But some of us do not understand how God’s spiritual laws work. God forbids us to do certain things because he wants to keep us from destruction. Net time you are drawn by evil desire to a forbidden physical or emotional pleasure, remind yourself that its consequences might be suffering and separation from the God who is trying to help you.

Whoever has the LORD for his God is thereby separated from the heathen round about him. Believers are advanced above unbelievers and should not devalue their estate by walking in the way of the heathen. God is holy. Therefore, his people are to be like him. Holiness befits the people or God. It is a characteristic that pleases God, makes credible a witness to the heathen, encourages the hearts of believers who have not yet attained holiness, and is always open to further improvement. Their duty; this is inferred from their dignity. God had done more for them than for others, and therefore expected more from them than from others. And what is it that the Lord their God requires, in consideration of the great things done and designed?  You shall keep all my statutes; and there was all the reason in the world that they should, for the statutes were their honor, and obedience to them would be their lasting comfort.  You shall not walk in the manners of nations. Being separated from them, they must not associate with them, nor learn their ways. The manners of the nations were bad enough in them, but would be much worse in God’s people. 3. You shall put a difference between clean and unclean. This is holiness, to discern between things that differ, not to live at large, as if we might say and do anything, but to speak and act with caution.  You shall not make your souls abominable. Our constant care must be to preserve the honor, by preserving the purity, of our own souls, and never to do anything to make them abominable to God and to our own consciences.
The Canaanites were to be expelled for these very sins: They committed all these things, therefore I abhorred them. See what an evil thing sin is; it provokes God to abhor his own creatures, whereas otherwise he delights in the work of his hands. And, if the Israelites trod in the steps of their impiety, they must expect that the land would spue them out, as he had told them before, (Leviticus 18:28). If God spared not the natural branches, but broke them off, neither would he spare those who were grafted in, if they degenerated. Thus the rejection of the Judeans stands for a warning to all Christian churches to take heed lest the kingdom of God be taken from them. Those that sin like others must expect to smart like them; and their profession of relation to God will be no security to them.
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