Sabbath Day Sermon of January 16, 2021.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop
Can You Always Say “Thy Will Be Done” O’ Lord

Matthew 26: [39] KJV
In the verse of our today’s Sabbath Day study, Jesus says, “Oh My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass away from Me: nevertheless, not as I will, but as Thou wilt.” We have hereunder the highlights of events leading to his death on the cross.
1-16. The plot to kill Jesus is also described in Mark 14:1-2; Luke 22:1-2; John 11:45-53. The introductory scene from the passages sets the major figures on stage. Jesus tells his disciples plainly that at Passover time he will be arrested and crucified. The major opponents of Jesus Christ appeared to be the chief priests and elders who gathered around the high priest Caiaphas. 
In verse 7 the woman pours out an expensive alabaster oil on Jesus to which his disciples had indignations. The woman’s beautiful deed stands in contrast to Judas’ plans to betray Jesus. Matthew suggests that Judas' motive was greed and that the thirty pieces of silver promised to him fulfilled Zechariah 11:12.
17-25.  At the meal, Jesus tells his disciples that one of the Twelve will betray Him, and makes it clear that Jesus Christ knew that his betrayer was Judas. We observe that right after Jesus tells his disciples that the woman poured the ointment on his body for his burial, did Judas Iscariot went to the chief priest offering to deliver Jesus to them for thirty pieces of silver. The other disciples addressing Jesus as “Lord” contrasts with Judas’ “Rabbi.” The enormity of the betrayal is brought out by the fact that the one sharing the meal with Jesus would hand Him over. 
[bookmark: _Hlk61766223][bookmark: _GoBack]Judas had concluded that since Jesus was not going to be king over Israel so he would continue to be the treasurer, he was cutting his losses and getting paid for the years with Jesus he thought was wasted, by handing him over. Now understand that the fact that God Almighty’s plan is being fulfilled, does not absolve Judas of the responsibility for Jesus’ death. The Scriptures did not name Judas as the one to betray Jesus in about 1000 B.C. when the prophecies were given, but the path he followed in life led him to fulfill these prophecies (Psalm 41:9). My friends beware of what you do, lest you start to fulfill evil prophecies that will condemn your soul.
[bookmark: _Hlk61766147]This line of thought of the wasted years with Jesus was probably in the minds of the other disciples, the reason Jesus made the earlier state of assurance in Matthew 19:29 in response to their concerns as expressed by Peter in Matthew 19:27 (Matthew 19:27-30). In verse 30 of Matthew 19, Jesus turns the world’s values upside down. If we consider the most powerful or well-known people in our world, how many of them got where they are by being godly, mild-tempered, self-effacing, and gentle? Not many! But in the life to come, the last will be first, if they got in the last place by choosing to follow Jesus. My friends, don’t forfeit eternal rewards for temporary benefits. Be willing to make sacrifices now for greater rewards later. Be willing to accept man’s disapproval for God Almighty’s approval.
26-29. Jesus' actions and words with the bread and the wine anticipates and interprets his impending death. What happens to the bread in verse 26 will happen to Jesus' body, and what happens to the cup of wine in verse 27 will happen to his blood. Sharing in the bread and wine means sharing in Jesus' death (Exodus 24:8). The expiatory or atoning value of Jesus’ death is underlined by “for the forgiveness of sins.” Jesus' meal with the disciples anticipates the heavenly banquet that will be part of God Almighty’s church celebration: Passover meal, a memorial of Jesus’ death, covenant, sacrifice, and a preview of the Kingdom of God Almighty (Daniel 2:44).
30-35. In these verses, we have further evidence that Jesus knew what awaited him and that all these events were proceeding according to God Almighty’s will as expressed in the Old Testament (Isaiah 53). Jesus tells his disciples that their faith in him will be shaken this very night and that his arrest and their scattering will fulfill Zechariah 13:7. He also commands them to go to Galilee, which is the place of revelation and the site of the climactic resurrection appearance (Matthew 4:13-17; 28:16-20). Jesus knew Peter will deny Him three times before dawn. Peter’s self-confidence boast sets the scene for the dramatic story of his denial, swearing, and cursing.
36-56. Jesus prays three times and returns three times to find the disciples asleep. The content of the prayers indicates that as a man Jesus had to school himself to accept the suffering that awaited him. His final summons to the disciples shows perfect submission to the Father’s plan and confidence that the power of His evil opponents is only temporary (John 10:16-18).
Jesus’ arrest first describes how Judas arranged to betray Jesus to the chief priests and elders. In the crowded and excitable conditions of Jerusalem during the Passover pilgrimage, careful planning by the conspirators was needed if a riot was to be avoided. Judas determined on the typical signs by which a disciple would greet his teacher, the embrace, and the greeting “Rabbi”. Jesus' response is the cool greeting “Friend”, and with that, He is arrested.
The incident of the cutting of the ear of the high priest’s servant provides the occasion for Jesus to repeat that these events are taking place in accord with God Almighty’s will and the Old Testament Scriptures. Jesus' parting words to the crowds emphasize his political innocence and harmlessness as well as his recognition that the disciples’ desertion was the fulfillment of Zechariah 13:7; Matthew 26:31.
57-68. The trial of Jesus before the Sanhedrin is located at the high priest’s house and involves the chief priests, scribes, and elders. After fruitless efforts at developing a case against Jesus, two charges are made: He threatened to destroy the temple and rebuilt it in three days, and he claimed to be the Messiah. The charge about threatening to destroy the temple reflects his death and resurrection. 
The charge about his Messiahship, the high priest invoked the name of the Lord which prompted Jesus’ response speaking about the Son of Man sitting on the right of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. The high priest understood what He meant and calls it blasphemy, and rent his garment in violation of the regulations for the priesthood (Leviticus 21:10), saying he has spoken blasphemy, what further need have we of witnesses?. Thereafter, the council sentenced Him to death. Others mocked him and challenged Him to play the prophet.
69-75. Peter’s denial of Jesus was dramatic. His conversation partners progressed from simply a maid, to a maid plus the bystanders, to the crowd of bystanders. His denials advanced from a plea to ignorance, to cursing and swearing followed by an outright denial that he knew Jesus. The crowing of the cock at dawn brings the shock of recognizing that Jesus' predictions in verse 34 have come to pass. Peter’s cowardice under pressure stands in sharp contrast to Jesus' faithfulness unto death. My friends, how well will you do if put under pressure for Jesus name’s sake?
The Love of the Cross
The death of Jesus Christ on the cross is the highest and the holiest that can be known of Him even in the glory of heaven. And the highest and the holiest that the Holy Spirit can work in us, is to take us up and to keep us in the fellowship of the cross of Jesus Christ. We need to enter deeply into the truth that Jesus Christ the beloved Son of the Father could not return to the glory of heaven until He had first given Himself over unto death. As this great truth opens up to us, it will help us to understand how in our life, and our fellowship with Jesus Christ, it is impossible for us to share His life until we have first in very deep surrendered ourselves every day to die to sin and the world, and so to abide in the unbroken fellowship with our crucified Lord Jesus Christ.
It is from Jesus Christ alone that we can learn what it means to have fellowship with His sufferings and to be made conformable unto His death. When in the agony of Gethsemane He looked forward to what death on the cross would be, He got such a vision of what it meant to die the accursed death under the power of sin, with God Almighty’s countenance so turned from Him that not a single ray of this light could penetrate the darkness, He prayed that the cup might pass from Him. But when no answer came, and He understood that the Father could not allow the cup to pass by, He yielded up His whole will and life in the word: “Thy will be done.” My Christian brothers and sisters, in this word of our Lord Jesus in His agony, you can enter into fellowship with Him, and in His strength, and your hearts will be made strong to believe most confidently that God Almighty in His omnipotence will enable you in very deed with Jesus Christ to yield up everything because we indeed with Jesus Christ to yield up everything, that is, because you have in very deed been crucified with Him.
If you’re reading this message today, “Thy will be done”: let this be the deepest and the highest word in your life. In the power of Jesus Christ with Whom you have been crucified, and in the power of His Spirit, the definite daily surrender to the ever-blessed will of God Almighty will become the joy and the strength of your life.
In Luke 23:34, the seven words of Jesus Christ on the cross reveal what the mind of Jesus Christ is, and show the disposition that becomes His disciples. Take the three first words, all the expression of His wonderful love. “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” He prays for his enemies. In the hour of their seemingly triumph over Him, and of the shame and suffering which they delight in showering on Him. He pours out His life in prayer for them. It is the call to everyone who believes in a crucified Jesus Christ, to go and do likewise, even as he has said, “Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, Do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which persecute you.” The law of the Master is the law for the Christian; the love of the crucified Jesus, the only rule for those who believe in Him.
From the cross, Jesus says, “Woman, behold thy son!” “Son Behold thy mother!” (John 19:26-27).  The love that cared for His enemies, cared too for His friends. Jesus felt what the anguish must be in the heart of His widowed mother, and commits her to the care of the beloved disciple. Jesus knew that for John there could be no higher privilege, and no more blessed service, than that of taking His place in the care of Mary. 
Even so, we who are the disciples of Jesus Christ must not only pray for His and our enemies, but prove our love to Him, and to all who belong to Him, by seeing to it that every solidarity one is comforted and that every loving heart has some work to do in caring for those who belong to the blessed Master Lord Jesus Christ.
While on the cross Jesus says to the penitent thief, “Verily I say unto thee, today shalt thou be with Me in Paradise.” (Luke 23:39-43). The penitent thief had appealed to Jesus Christ’s mercy to remember him. With what readiness of joy and love Jesus gives the immediate answer to his prayer! Whether it was the love that prayed for his enemies or the love that cared for His friends, or the love that rejoice over the penitent sinner who was being cast out by society, in all Jesus Christ proves that the cross is a cross of love, that the Crucified One is the embodiment of a love that passeth all understanding.
My friends, with every thought of what we own to that love, with every act of faith in which we rejoice in its redemption, let us prove that the mind of the crucified Jesus Christ is our mind and that His life is not only what we trust in for ourselves, but what guides us as Christians in our loving interaction with the world around us.
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