Sabbath Day Sermon of January 16, 2016.

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The City Spiritually Called Sodom and Egypt: Jerusalem

Acts Chapter 22

In the book of Revelation chapter 11 verse 8 we read that in the end times, the great city, which is spiritually called Sodom and Egypt, is the city in which Jesus was crucified. The city in which Jesus was crucified was Jerusalem, so what is the connection, and what does this passage of the Scripture mean. We believe that although Jerusalem, once the holy city and the capital of Israel as it later became enemy territory for believers, that it will continue in the end times to be enemy territory for the worshippers of our Father in heaven. Jerusalem is compared with Sodom and with Egypt, both well known for their evil.  Both Sodom and Egypt represent the spiritual conditions of the religion of Babylon which will remain the prominent religion of the city of Jerusalem in the end times (Luke 13:34, 35). 
Has the spiritual condition of Jerusalem turned toward our Father in heaven since after the death and ascension of Jesus Christ? Let us read Paul’s testimony given to them, and what Jesus Christ commanded him to do thereafter (Acts 22:22-23). Examining the spiritual condition of this city in the days of Jesus and in the days of the early Church we find that this city has not changed in any way from persecuting the followers of Our Father in Heaven and his Son Jesus Christ.
The Voice of the Martyrs, a Christian nonprofit that highlights the persecution of Christians worldwide, had drawn its attention to the hostilities faced by Christians in Jerusalem, and acknowledges that some might find its "position of highlighting Israel as a hostile nation" to Christianity disagreeable and offensive.
In Acts 21:4, 11-12 the Holy Spirit warned Paul not go to Jerusalem. Paul responded as we read in verse 13, “What mean ye to weep and to break mine heart? For I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of Jesus Christ. It is admirable for a Christian to be willing to die for the course of Jesus, but it must be by the will of the Almighty Father for such acts to have its full merit. Because we read in chapter 22:18, that it was not the will of Our Father in heaven yet that Paul should go to Jerusalem and die for the cause of the Gospel. Here Jesus warns him that not only will they not receive his testimony concerning him, but some of them have sworn to kill him. Jesus commands him again while he was in the temple that he should get out of Jerusalem right away and go back to the Gentile nations where he had appointed for him to go. 
8-13. Paul had not seen Jesus during his earthly ministry. But here he sees the resurrected Jesus, which was essential for one who held the office of an apostle. He saw him as one born out of due time (1 Corinthians 15:8). Ananias was a believer whom the Almighty Father chose to minister to Paul while he was blind. Despite his fears he undertook the job with alacrity. He was bishop of Damascus and one of the seventy. He also died a martyr. 

14-21. “The Almighty Father hath thee, that thou shouldest know his will, and see that Just One, and shouldest hear the voice of his mouth.” That Just One.  Jesus is called “The Holy One and the Just” (Acts 3:14), “The Just One” Acts 7:52), and “The righteous” (1John 2:1). Since righteousness is an attribute of the Almighty Father, it is to be expected that Jesus Christ should be called the righteous.
Gamaliel under whom Paul studied the Law was the most honored rabbi of the first century. He was known and respected as an expert on religious law and as a voice for moderation (Act 5:34). Paul begins his testimony by showing his credentials as a well-educated man trained under the most respected Judaean rabbi. But when Paul said “as ye all are this day,” he acknowledged their sincere motives in trying to kill him and recognized that he had done the same to Christian leaders a few years earlier. Paul always tried to establish a common point of contact with his audience before launching into a full scale defense of the Gospel and Christianity. We recommend this approach, that you first identify yourself with your audience. If you will do this, they are much more likely to listen to you if they feel a common bond with you.
When Paul had gained a hearing and established common ground with his audience, he gave his testimony by sharing how he had come to faith in Jesus Christ. Reasoning with people is good, but it is also important that we share what Jesus has done in our lives. But no matter how we present the message, not everyone will accept it, as Paul knew. We must faithfully and responsibly give the Gospel, and leave the results to the Holy Spirit.

22-27.  These people listened intently not to be saved, but to trap and accuse him. The word Gentiles brought out all their anger and exposed their pride. By referring to the Gentiles and claiming that the Almighty Father had commissioned him to preach to them, Paul inflamed the mob more than ever. What is their pride? It is as we find in the Talmud of the gentiles being described as animals that are not able to believe in the Almighty Father.

 Some of them think they were supposed to be a light to the Gentiles, telling them about the one true Almighty Father. But not realizing they had renounced that mission by becoming separatist and exclusive in their traditions. Almighty Father’s plan has always been to save and redeem everyone made in his image, for the same reason he gave his Son to die for the whole world (John 3:16-18). Although they had quit from their assigned mission, however, the Almighty Father’s plan was not thwarted; the Gentiles or the people who were no people were now hearing Good News through Judaean Christians such as Paul and Peter, and were having their hearts circumcised and receiving the Holy Spirit without the circumcision of the flesh.
We noticed that they gave Paul audience unto his word until he came to that word “the Gentiles,” then they cried out, and cast their cloths, and threw dust into the air, for which reason the chief captain commanded that Paul be brought back into the jail house to be examined by scourging to get the truth out of him. Scourging was a dreadful and oftentimes fatal punishment given to criminals. He did not know yet that Paul was a Roman citizen. But Paul’s question stopped the officer because, by law, a Roman citizen could not be punished until he had been proven guilty of a crime.
28-30.  Paul was born a Roman citizen, where the commander had purchased his citizenship. Paul had Roman citizenship. If both parents were Roman citizens, the children were automatically Roman citizens. If the woman in a marriage was not a Roman citizen, the offspring were not citizens. Buying citizenship was a common practice and a good source of money for the Roman government; bought citizenship was considered inferior to citizenship by birth. 
People could become Roman Citizens by manumission or liberation and by grant for services rendered of various kinds. Roman citizens could not be scourged or put to death without the right of appeal to the emperor. Once an appeal was granted, no further action could be taken until the emperor had acted. Although not all appeals to the emperor were granted. 
It was a capital crime in Rome as it is in America to claim citizenship falsely. If you lived in America or in any of the crown countries, this must sound familiar to you. Again, it is one of the signs that you live in a country or a colony that is under the Roman government. If you ask, what is the difference between a crown country and a nation. A nation would have a king ruling over her, where a crown country is ruled by the king’s appointed representative today known as president. At any rate, we read in Acts 25:11, that Paul was permitted to make his appeal to Caesar.
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