Sabbath Day Sermon of January 12, 2013

Rev. Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

The Healing of Disabled Man at Bethesda and

The Unbelieving Jews

John Chapter 5

As in many places where the Savior went he healed all who were ailing. Here we read of the multitudes that were impotent, blind, halt, and withered. Yet only one of them was reportedly healed. It is of course possible that Jesus healed others and John mentioned only this one case, probably because of the number of years this man had to suffer before the Lord Jesus healed him. Or it may be that the others had no faith whatever in Jesus and his power to heal. If Jesus were to be passing your way right now, what would be your mind set? Would you be able to recognize him or would you be too busy to notice.
4-14. Three feasts of the Lord required all males to come to Jerusalem and present themselves before the Lord: (1) the Feast of Passover and Unleavened Bread, (2) the Feast of Pentecost (also called Weeks), and (3) the Feast of Tabernacles. If you have wondered why God required every male to appear before him on these three Feasts days, well the story goes back to when every firstborn of the Egyptians died, but the Israelite children were spared because the blood of the lamb had been placed on their door posts. So begins the story of redemption, the central theme of the Bible.  “Redemption means “to buy back” or save from captivity by paying a ransom.” One way to buy back a slave is to offer an equivalent or superior slave in exchange. This is the way God chose to buy us back—he offered his Son in exchange for us. In the Old Testament times, God accepted symbolic offerings.  Jesus had not yet been sacrificed, so God accepted the life of an animal in place of the life of the sinner. When Jesus came he substituted his perfect life for our sinful lives, accepting the penalty for sin that we deserve. Thus he redeemed us from the power of sin and restored us to God as sons and daughters. Jesus’ sacrifice made animal sacrifice no longer necessary (Ex 12:29-30; 13:12).
The story about the pool at Bethesda as it was believed by the people, was that once a year an angel would come down and disturbed the water in the pool. Jesus while in the vicinity of this pool, saw a man who had been waiting for 38 years to be healed. After these longs years, this man’s problem had become a way of life for him. No one had ever helped him to be the first to get in the pool water after it was troubled by an angel. He had no hope of ever being healed and no desire to help himself. His situation looked hopeless, won’t you say? But everything changed for him when he met Jesus. So no matter how trapped you feel in your situation, God can minister to your deepest needs. Don’t let a problem or hardship cause you to lose hope. God may have special work for you to do in spite of your condition, or even because of it. To be able to minister to people who are hurting, we must have been able to triumph over our own hurts.
According to the Pharisees, carrying a mat on the Sabbath day was a work and was therefore unlawful.  It did not break an Old Testament Law, but it broke the Pharisees’ interpretation of God’s command to “remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy” (Ex. 20:8).  This was just one of the hundreds of rules they had added to the Old Testament Law. The Pharisees became litigious about the Sabbath, adding all sorts of restrictions, traditions and regulations that made matters cumbersome. The Mishnah, wherein multitudinous regulations of this so-called oral law which are not God’s given Laws were written down about A.D. 200, gives an idea of what Sabbath observance was like among the scribes and Pharisees.
It is hard to believe what we read of the Pharisees in verse 10. The fact that a man who hadn’t walked for 38 years was healed, but the Pharisees were more concerned about their petty rules than the life and health of a human being. It is easy to get caught up in our man-made structures and rules that we forget the people involved. In our society today, we watch it on TV and listening to more and more people begging for the life and welfare of animals than for the unborn babies that are being slaughtered in the nation’s abortion chambers. Are your guidelines for living God-made or man-made? Are your guidelines helping people, or have they become needless stumbling blocks?
16-15. Almost from the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, some Jews were so legalistic that they could not bear the news that this man who had been ill for thirty-eight years was healed; one should suppose the Jews would have sung praise to God for his healing. Instead they began immediately to persecute the one who had performed the miracle. It is difficult to understand why some were saved immediately when they listened to Jesus while others were so hard of heart that they tried to kill him.
The Jewish religious leaders saw a mighty miracle of healing and a broken rule. They threw the miracle aside as they focused their attention on the broken rule, for the rule was more important to them than the miracle. God is prepared to work in our lives, but we can shut out his miracles be limiting our views about how he works. If God stopped every kind of work on the Sabbath, nature would fail into chaos and sin would overrun the world. Genesis says that God rested on the Sabbath day, but God did not stop doing good.  Jesus thought them through his miracles that when the opportunity to do good presents itself, it should not be ignored, even on the Lord’s Sabbath.

Therefore, because he had made a poor sick man well, and so eased the public charge, upon which, it is likely, he had subsisted; therefore they persecuted him, because he did good in Israel. How bloody and cruel it was: They sought to slay him; nothing less than his blood, his life, would satisfy them. How it was varnished over with a color of zeal for the honor of the Sabbath; for this was the pretended crime, because he had done these things on the Sabbath day, as if that circumstance were enough to vitiate the best and most divine actions, and to render him obnoxious whose deeds were otherwise most meritorious. Thus hypocrites often cover their real enmity against the power of godliness with a pretended zeal for the form of it.
Jesus laid down the doctrine by which he justified what he did on the Sabbath day: He answered them. This supposes that he had something laid to his charge: or what they suggested one to another, when they sought to slay him, he knew, and gave this reply to them, “My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.” At other times, in answer to the like charge, he had pleaded the example of David’s eating the shew-bread, of the priests’ slaying the sacrifices, and of the people’s watering their cattle on the Sabbath day; but here Jesus goes higher and alleges the example of his Father and his divine authority; waiving all other pleas, he insists upon that which was equivalent to the whole, and abides by it, which he had mentioned, (Mt. 12:8). The Son of man is Lord even of the Sabbath day; but he here enlarges on it.  He pleads that he was the Son of God, plainly intimated in his calling God his Father; and, if so, his holiness was unquestionable and his sovereignty incontestable; and he might make what alterations he pleased of the divine law. Surely they will reverence the Son, the heir of all things. That he was a worker together with God. 
18-23. “Equal with God.” Jesus was identifying himself with God, his Father. Jesus claimed a number of times to be God, and there could be no doubt as to his claim to be God. Jesus does not leave us the option to believe in God while ignoring Jesus (John 5:23). We must believe in the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit or we believe in nothing. In this citation the Jews understood what Jesus was saying; he made himself equal with God. Either he was guilty of blasphemy or his claim was true. If it was blasphemy, he deserved to die, if it was true, they should worship him. Either Jesus was what he claimed to be or he was the world’s greatest fraud and deceiver. Thus his deity is always the dividing line between those who believe in him and those who are guilty of unbelief. The Pharisees had the choice to believe him or to accuse him of blasphemy. They chose the second. However, because of his unity with God, Jesus lives as God wanted him to live. Because of our identification with Jesus, we must honor him and live as he wants us to live. The questions “What would Jesus do?” and “What would Jesus have me do? May help us make the right choices.

24-26. “Shall not come into condemnation.” Scripture speaks of three major judgments of God (1) judgment of the sins of those who accept Jesus Christ—a judgment that took place once for all by the death of Jesus on the cross (Rom. 8:1); (2) the judgment of believers at the judgment seat of Jesus Christ at the judgment seat of Jesus Christ when rewards will be handed out after we have given an accounting for our lives (Rom 14:10; 2 Cor. 5:10); and (3) the judgment of unbelievers (the great white throne judgment); at which time the unsaved dead will be resurrected, the books will be opened, and every mouth will be stopped—the verdict will be announced with no appeal, no excuses, and no mitigating circumstances, with the lake of fire the final resting place for impenitent sinners. But everlasting life means living forever with God. This begins when you hear his word and accepts Jesus Christ as Savior sent by the Father, and are born again (John 3:3, 6). At that moment a new life begins in you (2 Cor. 5:17). It is a completed transaction; the finished work of Jesus on the cross and his resurrection. You will still face physical death, but when Jesus Christ returns again your body will be resurrected to live with him forever.
The saying that the dead would hear his voice, Jesus was talking about the spiritual dead who hear, understand, and accept him. This saying of Jesus affirms John 3:16-18, that those who are not in Jesus Christ are walking dead people. He was also talking about physically dead. He raised several dead people while he was on earth, and at his Second Coming all the “dead in Jesus Christ” will also rise to meet him (1 Thess. 4:16). “For as the Father hath life in himself, so had he given to the Son to have life in himself,” that is, God is the source and creator of life, for there is no life apart  from God, here or hereafter. The life in us is a gift from him (Deut. 30:20); Ps. 36:9). Because Jesus is eternally existent with God, the Creator, he too is “the life” (John 14:6) through whom we may live eternally (1 John 5:11).

27-38. In the Old Testament we read of three signs of the coming Messiah. In this chapter, in (verse 27, John shows that Jesus has fulfilled all three signs. All power and dominion are given to him as the Son of man, and in Daniel 7:13, 14, he is resurrected and ascended to heaven where he sits on the right hand of the Father). The lame and sick are healed, with Isaiah 35:6; Jer. 31:8, 9). The dead are raised to life (John 5:21, 28 with Deut. 32:39; 1 Sam. 2:6; 2 Kings 5:7). Those who rebelled against Jesus Christ will be resurrected too, but to hear God’s judgment against them. There are those who wish to live well on earth, ignore God and see death as final rest. Jesus does not allow unbelieving people to see death as the end of it all. There is a judgment to face. Therefore, “Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able. When once the master of the house is risen up, and hath shut to the door, and ye begin to stand without, and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he shall answer and say unto you, I know you not whence ye are: Then shall ye begin to say, We have eaten and drunk in thy presence, and thou hast taught in our streets. But he shall say, I tell you, I know you not whence ye are; depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity. There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out” (Luke 13:24-28).
39-47. The Jewish religious leaders knew what the Bible said but failed to apply its words to their lives. They knew the rules but chose not to recognize the Savior. Entrenched in their own religious system, they refused to let the Son of God change their lives. Like many of those who call themselves ministers of the Gospel today, the Pharisees enjoyed great prestige in Israel, but their stamp of approval meant nothing to Jesus.  Jesus was concerned about God’s approval. This is a good principle for us, because if the world approves of our actions and God does not, we should be concerned. But if God approves or our work, even though others do not, we should be content knowing that we have eternal life.
Jesus says this to the Pharisees, “Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father,” it is the laws of Moses in which you trust that accuse you. Jesus said this to the Pharisees because they prided themselves on being the true followers of their ancestor Moses. They acclaimed to have followed every one of his laws to the letter and even added some of their own to suite their heart desires. Jesus’ warning that Moses would accuse them stung them to fury. Moses wrote about Jesus (Gen. 3:15; Numbers 21:9; 24:17; Deut. 18:15), yet the religious leaders refused to believe Jesus when he came. Jesus probably had in mind these verses in the Scripture: Gen. 49:10 or more likely Deut. 18:18; “I will  raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him.” Most likely Jesus was chastising them for not desiring to understand the reason for Moses’ writings. Moses wrote so that the people would know and obey God, and these leaders had strayed from those intentions and had created their own religious beliefs.
The surest trial of faith is by the effects it produces. Many say that they believe but their actions give their words the lie; for had they believed the scriptures they would have done otherwise than they did. Secondly, those who rightly believe one part of scripture will receive every part. The prophecies of the Old Testament were so fully accomplished in Jesus Christ that those who rejected Jesus did in effect deny those prophecies, and set them aside. From their disbelief of Moses he infers that it was not strange that they rejected him: If you believe not his writings, how shall you believe my words? How can it be thought that you should? First, "If you do not believe sacred writings, those oracles which are in black and white, which is the most certain way of conveyance, how shall you believe my words, words being usually less regarded?’’ Secondly, "If you do not believe Moses, for whom you have such a profound veneration, how is it likely that you should believe me, whom you look upon with so much contempt?’’ (Ex. 6:12). Thirdly, "If you believe not what Moses spoke and wrote of me, which is a strong and compelling testimony for me, how shall you believe me and my mission?’’ If we admit not the premises, how shall we admit the conclusion? The truth of the Christian relationship with Jesus, it being a matter purely of divine revelation, depends upon the divine authority of the scripture; if therefore we believe not the divine inspiration of those writings, how shall we receive the doctrine of Jesus Christ?
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