Sabbath Day Sermon of February 9, 2019
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Christians’ Relationship with Jesus Christ

Romans Chapter 7
In this chapter Paul had in the previous chapter discussed the Christians’ union with Jesus Christ and the resulting freedom from sin and death, continues to complete his discussion of Christian freedom with still another explanation of how believers are freed from relying on the law for salvation. He says that the law is always present and has dominion over every one of us, Christian and non-Christian. Paul says that the non-Christian has no way of escape from the consequences of the law which is death, but the Christian through Jesus Christ is set free from death which results from relying upon the law for salvation.

In the first six verses, Paul organizes his thoughts around the notion of death, suggesting by the reflection on baptism immediately preceding.  He draws an example from the woman who has a husband, the idea that only death terminates marriage obligations. When a woman’s husband dies, only then can she be free to remarry. Similarly, through baptism we have been united to Jesus Christ’s death which freed us from the bondage of relying on the law for salvation so as to be able to belong to Jesus Christ and be productive in the service of God Almighty.

The theme of Paul’s teaching here is that we were married to the law by our transgression. But in salvation through Jesus Christ, we have died to the law and have been separated from bondage to Satan also known as Lucifer. We are no longer married to sin because we are separated from sin when we were united with Jesus Christ in his death,  and are now in bondage to God Almighty who is now our Father. Now we are married or united to Jesus Christ. As members of this new order, we are to demonstrate to the world what the new life in Jesus Christ is all about.

9-11. Where there is no law, there is no sin, for people cannot know their actions are sinful unless a law forbids those actions. God Almighty’s Law makes people realize that they are sinners, doomed to die, yet it offers no help. My friends, sin is real, and it is dangerous. The Law is like a warning sign at the beach “Sharks in water.” Your day is ruin because you won’t be taking a dip in seawater, but it is not the sign’s fault or the people who put up the sign to warn you. The Law is like the sign, it is essential, and we are grateful for it.

We observe that the whole import of this chapter depends on whether what Paul is experiencing in his own life leads some to believe he was emphasizing the acute sense of one’s own sin and impotence, humanly speaking to gain victory over it. Whatever the problem and however deep the sense of despair, Paul makes a sharp turnabout in which he speaks of the key to the life of victory. He says, that victory cannot be gained after the flesh and insists that victory is only possible in Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, holiness is a possibility and a Christian duty, it is our hope and it can be attained only through Jesus Christ.

 In relation to his corrupt nature made of the law notwithstanding, Paul says, that “Sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of concupiscence,” that is, though one of the best unregenerate men that ever was; as touching the righteousness of the law, blameless, and yet sensible of all manner of concupiscence. And it was sin that wrought it, indwelling sin, his corrupt nature, he speaks of a sin that did work sin, and that it took occasion by the commandment. The corrupt nature would not have swelled and raged so much if it had not been for the restraints of the law; that restrained the body. It is an incident,and due to thesusceptibilityof corrupt nature to lean towards what is forbidden. 

Ever since Adam ate forbidden fruit, we have all been fond of forbidden paths; the diseased appetite is carried out most strongly towards that which is hurtful and prohibited. Without the law, sin was dead, as a snake in winter, which the sunbeams of the law quicken and irritate. It deceived people. Sin puts a cheat upon the sinner, and it is a fatal cheat. By it, by the commandment, slew me, says Paul, which had also slain the whole world.

Therefore, it is our own corrupt nature that takes occasion thence to promise us impunity, and to say, as the serpent to our first parents, “You shall not surely die.” Thus it deceived and slew him.  Paul was probably reflecting on his actions when before his conversion, he persecuted the Church of Jesus Christ. “It wrought death in me by that which is good, says Paul. That which works concupiscence works death, for sin bringeth forth death.”

12-14. Paul reminds us that the Law is holy, just and good. It is agreeable to the will of God Almighty, the lawgiver. It is consonant or in harmony with the rules of justice, and it has for its grand design to reaching people and aiding them to come to God Almighty and receive eternal life. However, sin perverts the law. The commandments which were ordained to life and happiness proved to be unto death. The law is like the same sun that softens wax but hardens clay. 

Paul continues to say that the “Law” stands for a religious observance as a way of salvation. It involves a legalistic approach to the law or any other objective norm of good and evil that does not at the same time give an individual the ability to fulfill it. Rather, a person’s social and individual attempt to fulfill the law normally ends in non-fulfillment, thus revealing the presence of this powerful force known as the sin which actively promotes separation from God Almighty.

Paul, points out here, that without the law, a person appears to lead a relative or neutral existence: not in union with God Almighty, nor in rebellion either. But when the law was made known, it stimulated and unmasked sin that is embedded in the person and slowing eating away the life of the person, which leads to destruction; that pernicious power of sin that is hostile to the statues of God Almighty. Upon close examination, we see Adam’s story being retold by Paul as typifying a common lot of humankind. 

Though Adam lived long before the Law was given, that first parent did receive a command from God Almighty before Eve came on the scene. But sin, that latent force capable of diverting people from obeying God Almighty, did just that to Adam’s family. Sin first deceived Adam, and then through the disobedience brought about death, that is, separation from God Almighty. But the law itself is not synonymous with or equivalent to sin; it was rather intended to make people holy and just and righteous through Jesus Christ.

We observe here two things in this passage that seem quite paradoxical. We note that on one hand Paul is speaking about a convinced soul that is still unregenerate; on the other hand, he is talking about a renewed, sanctified soul still on a state of imperfection. When Paul speaks about someone “sold under sin”, it hardly seems to be a regenerate believer. However, when he speaks of those who delight in the law of God Almighty and serve His law, it is difficult to think they are dead in trespasses and sin. Paul is simply saying that all including himself have come short of the glory of God Almighty; the fact that we all sin when we ought to resist sin.

Paul insists that we died to this in Jesus Christ, and ought to remain dead to sin. As believers dead to sin, we can serve God Almighty through the dynamic principle of new life in the Holy Spirit, whereas before all we had was a dead letter of the Law as a guide. Now Paul must take up a very painful consideration. The problem is: how it is that something which is good, just, and holy, indeed given by God Almighty namely the Law failed to bear good fruit, but only fostered sin itself?  Paul gives an answer to this paradox, saying that it was not the law that brought permanent separation from God Almighty, but rather the power which is known as sin working through it unto death.

15-18. Therefore, for the believer to say that he or she has no sin is to lie (1 John 1:8). All believers do struggle in their hearts against the remainders of indwelling corruption. The truly regenerated person groans under these struggles mourn over them and hate sin in any form. But failure should not be the lot of believers, because there is the possibility of a victorious life in our relationship with Jesus Christ.

19-25. Here Paul uses the word “law” that is correctly translated as principles or recurrent patterns of personal experience. Paul says that each person has an internal part which desires what God Almighty desires. He calls this the “inner self” or “mind” even in the unredeemed person. But there are also negative forces, and the internal struggle that is between the two is frustrating and has its weakening process. It is for this reason that Paul cries out for relief” (Genesis 6:5; 8:21), “Who will deliver me from this mortal body?” The answer will come in the next chapter where he concludes that “There is now no condemnation to those who are in Jesus Christ.  For the law of the Holy Spirit of life in Jesus Christ has made us free from the law of sin and death.”
Paul says that the regenerated man or woman has a new mind, which delights in the law of God Almighty. He or she consents to it and struggles to serve or obey it. This is the flash point of the struggle (Ephesians 3:16). In this struggle, Paul reassures the believer that Jesus Christ is all-sufficient, and that in the midst of his or her complaint, he or she should begin to praise Jesus Christ through whom God Almighty pities us, spares us, and pardons us. “For greater is He that is in you than Mr. sin who is in the world.”

Scripture Reading Online
http://av1611.com/kjbp/kjv-bible-text/index.html
http://www.hsapm.org/radio1.html
Online Bible by HSAPM for Windows 8.1
http://www.hsapm.org/rss
