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The Consequences of Sinful Living

Zechariah Chapter 5
In this chapter, we have two visions, by which "the wrath of God Almighty is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men and women.’’ God Almighty will do great and kind things for his people, so his faithful sons and daughters shall rejoice in them. But He warns "the sinners and the misguided among His people and wherever they are to choose to repent today.’’ For God Almighty will recompense severely with those particular persons among his people that are wicked and profane, especially those that have refused to reform in these times of reformation. That is, those that are sojourned with His Church but have refused to transform even after they have confessed Jesus Christ (Matthew 6:24; 1 Corinthians 3:16-17).

While God Almighty is showing kindness to his people, and loading them with his blessings, they and their families shall, notwithstanding that, lie under the curse, which the prophet sees in a flying scroll. If the people of God Almighty hereafter degenerate, and wickedness prevail among them, it shall be carried off and hurried away with swift destruction. God Almighty’s judgment shall be swift, under the pressing weight of divine wrath, represented by a talent of lead upon the mouth of an ephah, carried upon the wing into captivity to Babylon. In the case of the apostate churches of our day, they shall become prisoners or captives of their enemy “Babylon” in their own land, if they refused to acknowledge their sins and repent of them.

We observe that the special quality and movement of the vision paralleled the seventh vision: the flying ephah. Both visions are directed to the community of believers in Jesus Christ and the people of God Almighty. In the introductory statement and description of the flying scroll, it repeats the literary form of the second and third visions which are repeated in the eighth vision.    

2-4. Now, we would know what it was that the prophet saw when the angel asked him to look up. Zechariah looked up into the air, and behold a flying scroll. A vast large scroll of parchment which had been rolled up, and is therefore called a scroll, was now unrolled and expanded; this scroll was flying upon the wings of the wind, carried swiftly through the air in open views, like an eagle that shoots down upon her prey; it was a scroll, like Ezekiel’s that was written within and without with lamentations, and mourning, and woe (Ezekiel 2:9, 10). As the command of the law is in writing, for certainty and perpetuity, so is the curse of the law; it writes bitter things against the sinner. "What I have written I have written and what is written remains.’’ 

The angel, to engage the prophet’s attention, and to raise in him a desire to have it explained, he asks Zechariah what he sees? The prophet responds and says: “I see a flying scroll, and it was revealed to him by the Spirit to be twenty cubits long, that is, ten yards and ten cubits broad, that is, five yards. Although no one was holding the scroll, it is unrolled and flying in the air. The Old and the New Testament scriptures are scrolls as well, in which God Almighty has written to us the great things of his law and the Gospel. Jesus Christ is the LORD of the scrolls or Scriptures (Hebrew 10:7). They are large scrolls and have much in them. The angel that flew in the midst of heaven to preach the everlasting Gospel to all that dwell on the earth, probably had the scrolls (Revelation 14:6).

God Almighty’s word runs very swiftly (Psalm 147:15), and those that would be permitted to know the meaning of these scrolls must first tell what they see, and must go as far as they can themselves. My friends, what is written in the word of God Almighty, how do you read them in the Bible? Did you know that only if you keep the commandments of the Lord will he give you the Spirit to understand what you read (John 1:12; 14: 15-17; 16:13).’’ The interpreting angel identifies this particular scroll as a “Curse” over the homes of sinners, and over the whole earth; it will sweep away “every thief” and expel “every perjurer or those who swear falsely as in “I swear to God” “I swear Over my mother’s or father’s grave,” when everything that they swear to or that comes out of their mouth is a lie. 

This curse also refers to consequences for covenant abrogations that were added to the law by oaths, as in false and evil laws, both religious and civil (Matthew 15:3-9). For example, the worship of Semiramis as Mary and the legalization of sodomy (Deuteronomy 28:15). The thought in verses 3 and 4 appears to be a fusion of the covenant stipulations and the Decalogue prescriptions. Specifically, the thief represents the laws regarding human conduct (Exodus 20:3-5, 15-16), and the perjurer or swearing represents attitudes toward God Almighty (Exodus 20:7). 

Again, this flying scroll is a curse; it contains a declaration of the righteous wrath of God Almighty against those sinners especially who by swearing affront God Almighty’s majesty or by stealing and invade their neighbor’s property. In verse 4 we have God Almighty’s proclamation as the angel interprets them. It tells of the consequences for those who steal and swear falsely and mix good with evil as in having one leg in idolatry and one leg in the Church of Jesus Christ; such the Lord will spew out (Revelation 3:15, 16).
The fact that the scroll was unrolled symbolizes the bitter things, namely the terrible judgment of God Almighty against sinners, but it covers the earth and is directed against those who steal and those who swear rashly and profanely. If you ask, “What will the curse do to those who do these evil things? “ Their houses and the inhabitants will be consumed by the curse that shall go forth as a result of God Almighty’s judgment, and it shall remain in those houses and shall consume the future generations and everything in those family homes until nothing is left of them, unless they repent.

Again, the curse of the flying scroll represents the continuity of judgment and values. Even though the people will be administered by a new model of leadership represented by Joshua and Zerubbabel, the standards will remain the same as before unless they repent. Another factor of continuity is the phrase “the whole earth,” which is within both Judah and the Diaspora the same obligations for all people of God Almighty will be in force wherever they may be. The curse of the flying scroll will not change even if your society has changed. God Almighty and his commandments do not change with the changes in society. 
If you ask, “What is the particular situation in the community of God Almighty’s people that draws attention to thievery and false swearing? The perpetrators of these crimes are forbidden to enter the temple which symbolizes the Kingdom of heaven. Let every true believer in Jesus Christ rejoice in the blessings God Almighty bestows upon them with trembling; for if he or she swears falsely, if he or she steals, if he or she lives in any course of sin, he or she shall see the blessings with his or her eyes, but shall not have the comfort to enjoy them, for against him or she the curse has gone forth.

The vast length and breadth of this scroll intimate what a multitude of curses sinners are exposed to in life. God Almighty will make their plagues wonderful in the lives of the criminals against whom particularly this curse is directed, if they turn not and repent of their sins. Upon the sinner’s family: the curse shall enter into the house of the thief and of him or she that swears falsely. God Almighty’s curse comes with a warrant to break open doors, and cannot be kept out by bars or locks. There where the sinner is most secure and thinks himself or herself out of danger,—there where this person promises himself or herself refreshment by food and sleep,—there, in this person’s own house, shall the curse of God Almighty seize him or her. It shall fall not upon this person only, but upon all about him or her for this person’s sake. Cursed shall be his or her basket and his or her store, and cursed shall be the fruit of his or her body (Deuteronomy 28:17, 18).

The curse of the Lord is in the house of the wicked (Proverbs 3:33). It shall not only beset this person’s house or at the door, but it shall remain in the midst of this person’s house, and diffuse its malignant influences to all the parts of it. It shall dwell in his or her tabernacle because it is none of his or her (Job 18:15). It shall dwell where he or she dwells, and will be his or her constant companion at bed and board, to make both miserable to this person. Having got possessions, it shall keep it, and, unless he or she repents and reforms, there is no way to throw it out or cut off the entail of it. In other words, the curse will attach itself to this person’s possessions and cannot be removed by throwing out possessions or giving them away. Not only that, it shall so remain in it as to consume even the materials of which his or her home is made of, wood or stones. The wood or stones their homes are made or, would not be able to stand before the curse of God Almighty. It is only through repentance can the curse be removed.
The world is full of sin in great variety, so it was among the Israelites at this time, and so it is in our land today. But two sorts of sinners are here specified as the objects of this curse, thieves; it is for every one that steals, that by fraud or by force takes that which is not his or her own, especially that robs God Almighty and converts to his or her own use what was devoted to God Almighty and his honor, this was the sin that was much complained of among the Israelites at this time (Malachi 3:8; Nehemiah 13:10-11). 

Sacrilege is, without doubt, the worst kind of thievery. He or she also that robs his father or mother, and say, “it is no transgression” (Proverbs 28:24), this person should know that against him or she is this curse directed; for it is against everyone that steals and swears falsely. A person that swears rashly and profanely shall not be held guiltless, much less a person that swears falsely. This person imprecates the curse upon himself or herself by his or her perjury, and so shall this person’s doom remains. 
God Almighty will say Amen to this person’s imprecation and turn it upon this person’s own head. Because he or she has appealed to God’ Almighty’s judgment, which is always according to the truth, for the confirming of a lie, and to that judgment shall this person go which he or she has so impiously affronted. The enforcing of this curse, and the equity of it: “I will bring it forth,” saith the Lord of hosts. When you swear falsely you trigger the judgment of God Almighty upon yourself. So let your no be no and your yes be yes in Jesus Christ.
5-11. The ephah was a measure. In it sits a woman, who is none other than Semiramis symbolizing idolatry and along with her leaden weight, which is her falsehood and thievery. The two women with ruffled wings like a stork lifted the ephah into the air. The angel of the Lord explains the women’s actions. The two women appeared to have been pressed to death and carried away to some far country. They are taking the ephah to Shinar, where they will deposit it in the mystery Babylon temple. This represents probably, the final dispersion of the Judaeans following the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 by Titus and Vespasian. 

We note here that the ephah and the woman are central to the vision. Their relationship is the key to the interpretation. The ephah or bushel container functions as the “setting” for both parts of the vision (Ruth 2:17), and a measure or standardized weight (Amos 8:5; Ezekiel 45:10). The prophet’s question, “What is it?” refers to content as well as to measure which was immediately clarified by the angel: “their guilt in all the land.” In other words, there is a measure set before every one of us, and we are filling them up apace. When it is full, as the ephah of corn, they shall be delivered into the hands of those to whom God Almighty has sold them for their sins; they are meted or measured out to destruction, as an ephah of corn measured to the market or to the mill. Examining the source of guilt, the woman named wickedness symbolizing idolatry is the symbol of evil surrounded by guilt. In other words, wickedness and guilt can be controlled by the leaden cover that the angel thrusts into the opening of the ephah or bushel container.

The land of Shinar, that is, “Babylon” which had by the time of Zechariah, became a symbol, the center of world idolatry and wickedness. Iniquity was symbolically taken from Judah to Babylon from where it came. The image of removing evil and guilt is parallel to the image of Joshua’s “filthy” garments (Zechariah 3:3-5). God Almighty initiates the removal of extensive evil in all the land of his people and the impurity of the high priest through agents of two women and the angel. God Almighty is not contaminated by impurity or evil. 
In Babylon the ephah shall be established, and set upon her own base. Meaning that their calamity shall continue as a result of their refusal to accept the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross, from generation to generation, and that they shall be so dispersed spiritually, that they shall never unite or incorporate again. They shall settle in a perpetual unsettlement, and Cain’s doom shall be theirs, to dwell in the land of shaking, unless they repent and be saved in Jesus Christ. That their iniquity shall continue too, and their hearts shall be hardened in it. Blindness has happened unto Israel, and they are settled upon the lees or punishment of their own unbelief; their wickedness is established upon its own basis. God Almighty has given them a spirit of slumber (Romans 11:8 ), lest at any time they should convert, and be healed.

Here we noted that to protect and preserve his people that has chosen to return, God Almighty in His love and kindness, commands that Mystery Babylon which is the worship of Semiramis known as Mary and by other names in different cultures today and her sacred virgins, should be packed up and returned to Babylon from where it came. The ephah or bushel container and the woman are considered non-standards for the people of God Almighty that has returned to restore relationship with God Almighty through His Son Jesus Christ. Covenant obligations and the removal of evil and guilt are dimensions of reconstruction.
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