Sabbath Day Sermon of February 6, 2016.
By Jason C Flint
When Righteousness Becomes Unrighteousness (and Unrighteousness Becomes Righteousness) By Law

Daniel Chapter 3

In chapter 13 of the book of Revelation from last week’s sermon, we read that John’s revelation takes place in the time of the end where the unholy trinity will make war with the saints. The Holy Trinity being the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost while the unholy trinity (a counterfeit of what is in heaven) is described by John as being the Dragon, the Beast, and the Second Beast that has the appearance of the lamb (Jesus Christ) but spoke as a dragon (Revelation 13:1-11). We also learned from John that this second beast will do great wonders to deceive men on earth, and build up an image to be worshipped and a mark to be received by both the rich and poor with the consequence of death for not abiding by what can only be described as a law (Revelation 13:12-17). According to John and last week’s sermon, the number of this beast (six hundred, threescore and six-666) will be that of a man meaning there will be nothing divine about him-only his penchant to do the will of his father: The Devil (Revelation 13:18).

There is no question that the living and working conditions for Christians are getting worse. That is to say that our ability to live Godly lives and our ability to carry out our holy profession, which is the preaching of the gospel and the testimony of our faith, is being challenged in every direction. In Revelation chapter 13, John says as much, as does Jesus Christ when asked of his disciples to speak about the end of the world (Matthew 24, Mark 13, Luke 21). This brings us to the book of Daniel and how those lessons of the old can be wisdom for us in this time of the end.

1-7. Nebuchadnezzar did what any idol worshipper or pagan would do: he set up an idol to worship. It happens that this idol was himself. His greatness as king and conqueror gave him the belief that he was like a god. In Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar ordered the building of an image of gold that was threescore (60) cubits tall or about 105 feet and six cubits wide or about 10 feet (1 cubit = 18-21 inches). At the unveiling or dedication of the golden image of Nebuchadnezzar, all inhabitants of Babylon present before the image were ordered to bow and worship the golden image or be placed in a burning fiery furnace as the consequence for disobedience. Those of us today that read the scripture know that idol worship and bowing down before an idol is a straightforward conflict with one of the ten commandments and cannot be done (Exodus 20:4-5). The Devil also knows this commandment.

8-12. There is a gospel song that comes from Jesus’ promise of our mansion in his Father’s house (John 14:1-4). From this song and Jesus’ promise, it is made clear that the Lord has prepared a place for us in his kingdom and that Satan’s plan is to rob us of it. The only way this can be done is to get Christians to disqualify themselves from entering the kingdom of heaven just as Satan tried with Job and continues to try with us Christians today (Job 1:6-12).

Likewise, the Chaldeans became accusers of three Christians who would not bow to the golden image of Nebuchadnezzar: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. Christians are often known by their deeds or by their testimony they give to others; those with a contrary spirit will see you plainly, as did the Chaldeans (Matthew 7:16-20). These Chaldean accusers referenced that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego were rulers of the affairs of the province in Babylon but they did not serve the king or worship the golden image, which was a decree or law set by the king with the penalty of death. Christians are blessed for their faithfulness and as a result are often the subject of attacks and persecution for their position and favor they receive (2 Timothy 3:12-13). Many evildoers will bring about trouble for Christians out of spite alone.

Nebuchadnezzar had no prior knowledge of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego’s refusal to bow until the Chaldeans reported them forcing them to choose between disqualifying themselves by bowing to the idol or death (Romans 8:35). Either way the Chaldeans and their master the Devil saw victory in any of those two choices. This choice is still the same today: life or death; God or the Devil (Matthew 6:24); commandments of God or tradition (Matthew 15); Sabbath day or Sunday (Exodus 20:8-11); Jesus or Barabbas (Mark 15). Many reports in the news are showing this confrontation between God’s law and man’s law (e.g., abortion, gay marriage, public display of Christianity, protected interest groups, etc.).

19-25. It is strange that Nebuchadnezzar, after having his troublesome dream detailed and interpreted by Daniel who served the Most High God, would look to challenge God Almighty or Daniel’s three friends (Daniel 2). Nevertheless, he became angry that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego would not bow to his image and ordered them to appear before him and answer for their objection to his decree. Jesus says that in our time, which is the time of the end, Christians will be hated for his name sake and brought before councils and kings to be judged (Matthew 24:9; Matthew 10:16-18). This was the same experience for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, and the same experience John speaks of which will be even more treacherous for Christians in this time of the end (Revelation 13:15).

In his rage, Nebuchadnezzar orders that the furnace be heated seven times hotter than it was previously so much so that the men charged with taking Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego to the furnace were burned alive without having entered the furnace (seven has been said to be the number of God). The fact that the men were slain by the furnace is important because it is undeniable evidence that a human being could not withstand the temperature of the fire even just outside the entrance.

Recall when Elijah faced the prophets of Baal. The task was for the prophets of Baal to call upon their god and Elijah to call upon his God to burn up a sacrifice placed on a piece of wood. Baal failed to show up even as Elijah mocked the prophets of Baal claiming that Baal was asleep and must be woken up with louder shouts (1 Kings 18:22-40). For undeniable and undisputable evidence that Elijah served God Almighty, he had four barrels of water poured on the wood until the wood and the ground surrounding it was soaking wet. Fire from heaven burned up the sacrifice and dried up the surrounding water leaving no question that the prophets of Baal were phonies and Elijah was a true prophet of the Most High God.

The burning fiery furnace that Nebuchadnezzar had heated seven times hotter could not be survived by Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. However, Nebuchadnezzar saw a fourth person in the furnace that had the form of the Son of God walking in the fire with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. Nebuchadnezzar described the fourth as the Son of God giving glory to God Almighty even though he was pretending to be a god himself. The same can be said of Pharaoh in Egypt and the seven plagues that displayed God’s might to the Egyptians and put Pharaoh in his place (Exodus 7).

26-30. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego had no harm to their bodies nor their clothes. They did not even smell like fire. Nebuchadnezzar praised the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego and made a decree that no one should speak evil of God Almighty. This decree does not make sense given his earlier decree that all should bow to the golden image, but God makes the impossible to be possible (Luke 18:27). The Chaldean accusers and the Devil which they worship did not foresee God Almighty’s hand of intervention on behalf of his servants. Those who commit acts of evil against God’s children often do so without knowing that their plot will aid in their own undoing. The Chaldeans must have faced similar judgment as the accusers of Daniel who were tossed in the den of lions for their plot to remove Daniel from the position the Lord God had established for him in Darius’ kingdom (Daniel 6; Daniel 6:24).

Christians should take to heart this message that Jesus Christ and John spoke of: what to expect when righteousness becomes unrighteousness. Daniel chapter 3 tells us about three Christians who were sentenced to death for their belief in God and the keeping of God’s commandments. Their situation is not so different than the one Jesus faced and that which we as Christians face today. Just as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego stayed true to their faith, we must do the same because the Lord God Almighty will stay true to his promise to us and reward us for our faithfulness. Indeed, we will all be promoted like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego when we stand against unrighteousness even when it has become law and the consequences are grave.
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